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REF 


T  may  be  needlefs  to  acquaint 
the  Reader  with  any  Mo¬ 
tives  for  the  Publication  of 
the  following  Sheets  at  this 
Time  ;  The  Alarm  we 

m 

have  of  late  been  juftly  under  from  a 
mofl  terrible  De fir  oyer  in  a  neighbouring 
Kjngdom ?  very  naturally  calls  for  all  pofji - 
hie  Precautions  again fl  its  Invafwn  and 
Prcgrefs  here  ;  infomuch  that  the  meanejl 
Helps  to  this  End  ought  to  he  contributed , 
as  they  may  prove  ferv  ice  able  in  Jome 

Ext- 
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Exigencies  or  other ;  and  I  cannot  hut  he 
fomewhat  pleafed,  that  my  Intentions  to 
this  Purpofe ,  from  the  following  Tranfla- 
tion ,  have  fo  far  proved  acceptable $  that 
T wo  Jmpreffions  of  it  have  been  taken  off 
in  a  very  fhort  Time . 

THE  following  Treatife  of  Dr . 
Hodges  contains  the  belt  Account  of  the 
late  Vifitation  by  a  Plague  here  in  En¬ 
gland,  of  any  hitherto  extant  \  although 
fome  Readers  may  cbferve ,  that  his  Style 
and  Perfpicuity  have  been  very  much 
hurt  by  the  Enthufiaflick  Strain  of  thofe 
Times  wherein  he  wrote ;  fuch  an  Influence 
had  the  Spirit  of  Deluflon ,  even  over 
Matters  of  Science  :  However ,  the  moll 
affected  Peculiarities  and  Luxuriancies  of 
that  • kind  are  fo  much  avoided 5  that  I 
flatter  my  felf  with  having  made  the 
Tranflation  much  more  pleafant  and  intelli - 
gible  than  the  Original^  even  to  a  Learned 
Reader * 

THE 
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THE  Revival  of  this  Treatife,  and 
the  common  Inclination  to  he  informed  con¬ 
cerning  this  Subject \  on  the  prefent  Occa - 
fion,  have ,  I  perceive ,  drawn  out  many 
Things  into  Light ,  which  have  had  a  long 
Repoje  in  Dujl  and  Oblivion ;  but  the 
Authors  of  fuch  Difcoveries  feem  to  have 
had  more  Regard  to  the  Gratification  of 
particular  Refentments ,  than  to  any  laudable 
Purpofes  to  ferve  the  Publick ;  and  have 
taken  more  Pains  in  their  Prefaces  tothrujl 
themfelves  into  Confederation,  by  a  very  ill 
Treatment  of  their  Betters ,  than  by  any 
real  Affijlances  again[t  the  common  Dan¬ 
ger:  But  an  ordinary  Reader  may  eafily 
difiinguifh  the  froward  Petulances  of  an 
invidious  Temper ,  and  the  Itch  of  Contra¬ 
diction  ;  from  true  Merits  and  the  generous 
Communication  of  ufeful  Knowledge* 
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SECTION  I. 

p  .  f  \  *•'  >  *  t  ..  ‘  -  ,  .  w  .  ,  ,  .  5  4  < 

0/  Rife  and  Progref  of  the  late 
P  L  A  G  U  E« 

H  E  Plague  which  we  are  now 
to  give  an  Account  of*  dil- 
covered  the  Beginnings  of  its 
future  Cruelties,  about  the 
Clofe  of  the  Year  1 664 ;  for 
at  that  Seafon  two  or  three  Perfons  died 
fuddenly  in  one  Family  at  Weftminfier,  at- 
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tended  with  fuch  Symptoms,  as  mani- 
feffly  declared  their  Origin:  Hereupon 
lome  timerous  Neighbours,  under  Appre- 
henfions  of  a  Contagion,  removed  into  the 
City  of  London ,  who  unfortunately  carried 
along  with  thein  the  peftilential  Taint; 
whereby  that  Difeafe,  which  was  before 
in  its  Infancy,  in  a  Family  or  two,  fud- 
deni  y  got  Strength,  and  fpread  Abroad 
its  fatal  Poifbns  ;  and  meerly  for  Want  of 
confining  the  Perfons  firft  feized  with  it, 
the  whole  City  was  In  a  little  Time  irre¬ 
coverably  infeTed.  Not  unlike  what  hap¬ 
pened  the  Year  following,  when  a  thrall 
Spark,  from  an  unknown  Caufe,  for  Want 
of  timely  Care,  increafed  to  fuch  a  Flame, 
that  neither  the  Tears  of  the  People,  nor 
the  Profilfion  of  their  Thames ,  could  ex¬ 
tinguish  •  and  which  laid  Waft  the  greateft 
Part  of  the  City  in  three  Days  Time : 
And  therefore  as  there  happens  to  be 
no  great  Difference  between  thefe  two 
grievous  Calamities,  this  Mention  of  them 
together  may  not  be  improper;  and  the 
more  efpecially,  becaufe  by  a  like  irrefut¬ 
able  Fate  from  a  Fever  and  a  Conflagra¬ 
tion,  both  the  Inhabitants  and  their  Houfes 
were  reduc'd  to  Allies, 


BUT 
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BUT  as  foon  as  it  was  rumoured  a« 
ihongft  the  common  People,  who  are 
always  enough  aftonifhed  at  any  Thihg 
new,  that  the  Plague  was  in  the  City, 
it  is  impoffible  to  relate  What  Accounts 
were  fpread  of  its  Fatality,  and  well  were 
it,  had  not  the  Prefages  been  fo  ominous; 
every  one  predicted  its  future  Devaluations; 
and  terrified  each  other  with  Re¬ 
membrances  of  a  former  Peftilence  *  for 
it  was  a  received  Notion  among#  the 
common  People,  that  the  Plague  vilited 

England,  once  in  Twenty  Years;  as  if  after 

* 

a  certain  Interval,  by  fome  inevitable  Ne- 
ceility,  it  miift  return  again.  But  although 
this  Conceit,  how  well  foever  juftify’d  by 
pall:  Experiences,  did  not  fo  much  obtain 
With  Perfbns  of  more  Judgment;  yet  this 
inay  be  affirmed,  that  it  greatly  contri¬ 
buted,  among#  the  Populace,  both  to  pro¬ 
pagate  and  inflame  the  Contagion,  by  the* 
ftrong  Impreifions  it  made  upon  their 
Minds. 

AND  thefe  frightful  Apprehenfions  Were 
not  a  little  increafed  by  the  Predictions' 
of  Aftrologers,  from  the  Conjunctions  of 
Stars,  and  the  Appearances  of  Comets  y 
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for  although  but  little  Regard  was  given 
to  fuch  Things  by  Perfons  of  Thought, 
yet  Experience  daily  Ihewed,  what  Influ¬ 
ence  they  had  with  the  meaner  Sort,  whofe 

(T 

Spirits  being  manifeftly  funk  by  fuch  Fears, 
rendered  their  ConfHtutions  lefs  able  to 
refift  the  Contagion.  Wholoever  duly  con- 
fiders  it,  can  never  imagine  that  this  Pefti- 
lence  had  its  Origin  from  any  Conjunction 
of  Saturn  and-  Jupiter  in  Sdgitarim  on  the 
Tenth  of  Oftoher,  or  from  a  Conjunction  of 
Saturn  and  Mars  in  the  fame  Sign  on  the 
Twelfth  of  November,  which  was  the  com¬ 
mon  Opinion  *  for  all  the  Good  that  happens 
during  the  like  Conjunctions  is  aifignable  to 
the  fame  Caufes*  .  - 

THE  like  Judgment  is  to  be  made  of 
Comets,  how  terrible  foever  they  may  be 
in  their  Aipe&Sj  and  whether  they  are 
produced  in  the  higher  Regions  from  a 
Conglomeration  of  many  Stars,  and  return¬ 
ing  at  certain  Periods  or  whether  they 
are  lower,  and  the  Froduftion  of  liilphu- 
reous  Exhalations,  kindled  in  our  own 
Atmofphere  •,  For  there  is  nothing  ftrange 
in  the  Accenfion  of  heterogeneous  Particles 
into  a  Flame,  upon  their  rapid  Occurfions 
and  Collifions  againft  each  other,  howfoever 

terrible 
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terrible  the  Tracks  of  fuch  Light  may  be 
circumflanced.  The  People  therefore  were 
frightned  without  Reafon  at  fuch  Things, 
and  the  Mifchief  was  much  more  in  the 
Predictions  of  the  Star-Gazers,  than  in 
the  Stars  themfelves  :  Nothing  could  how¬ 
ever  conquer  thefe  fad  Impreifions,  fo 
powerful  were  they  among#  the  Populace, 
who  anticipated  their  unhappy  Fate  with 
their  Fears,  and  precipitated  their  own 
DeflruCbion. 

BUT  to  pafs  by  Things  of  lefs  Mo¬ 
ment,  it  is  to  be  noted,  that  a  very 
hard  Fro#  begun  in  December ,  which  con¬ 
tinued  three  Months,  and  feemed  greatly 
to  deaden  the  Contagion,  and  very  few 
died  during  that  Seafon  *  although  even 
then  it  was  not  extinguished,  for  in  the 
Middle  of  Chrifimas  Holy-Days,  I  was  called 
to  a  Young-Man  in  a  Fever,  who  after 
‘  two  Days  Courfe  of  Alexiterial  Medicines, 
had  two  Rifihgs  about  the  Bignefs  of  a 
Nutmeg  broke  out,  one  on  each  Thigh  * 
upon  Examination  of  which,  I  foon  dif* 
covered  the  Malignity,  both  from  their 
black  Hue,  and  the  Circle  round  them, 
and  pronounced  it  to  be  the  Plague  *,  in 
which  Opinion  I  was  afterwards  confirmed 
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by  fubfequent  Symptoms,  although  by  God^s 
Bleffing  the  Patient  recovered. 

THIS  Cafe  I  infer  t,  to  ftiew  that 
this  Seafon  did  not  wholly  deftroy  the 
Diftemper,  although  it  greatly  retrained 
it}  but  upon  the  Frofe  breaking,  the  Con¬ 
tagion  gained  Ground,  and  gradually  got  out 
of  its  Confinements }  like  a  Flame  that 
for  feme  Time  feems  fmother’d,  and  liid- 
denly  breaks  out  with  aggravated  Fury. 

A  S  foon  as  the  Magiftracy,  to  whom 
the  publick  Care  belonged,  faw  how  the 
Contagion  daily  increafed,  and  had  now 
extended  it  felf  to  feveral  Pariihes,  an 
Qrder  was  immediately  iffued  out  to  Ihut 
up  all  the  inferred  Houfes,  that  neither 
Relations  nor  Acquaintance  might  unwarily 
receive  it  from  them,  and  to  keep  the 
infefied  from  carrying  it  about  with 
them. 


BUT  whether  this  Method  proved  of 
Service  or  not,  is  to  this  Day  doubtful,  and 
much  difputed *  but  however  it  is  my  Bu- 
fmefs  here  to  adhere  to  Fa£ts,  and  relate 
the  Arguments  oil  both  Sides  with  all  poifible 
Impartiality* 


IN 
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IN  Order  w  hereunto,  it  is  to  be  obferv’d, 
that  a  Law  was  made  for  marking  the 
Houfes  of  infe&ed  Perfons  with  a  Red 
Crofs,  having  with  it  this  Subfcription, 
LORD  HAVE  MERCY  UPON  US: 
And  that  a  Guard  fhould  attend  there  con¬ 
tinually,  both  to  hand  to  the  Sick  the  Ne~ 
ceffaries  of  Food  and  Medicine,  and  to 
retrain  them  from  coming  Abroad  until 
Forty  Days  after  their  Recovery.  But 
although  the  Lord  Mayor  and  all  inferior 
Officers  readily  and  effe&ually  put  thefe 
Orders  in  Execution,  yet  it  was  to  no 
Purpofe,  for  the  Plague  more  and  more 
increased :  and  the  Confirmation  of  thofe 
who  were  thus  feparated  from  all  Society, 
unlefs  with  the  infected,  was  inexpreffible  ? 
and  the  difmal  Apprehenfions  it  laid  them 
under,  made  them  but  an  eaiier  Prey  to 
the  devouring  Enemy.  And  this  Seclufion 
‘  was  on  this  Account  much  the  more  in¬ 
tolerable,  becaufe  if  a  freih  Perfon  was  feized 
in  the  fame  Houfe  but  a  Day  beiore  ano¬ 
ther  had  finiffied  the  Quarentine,  it  was  to 
be  performed  over  again*,  which  occaficnd 
fiich  tedious  Confinements  of  fick  and  well 
together,  as  fometimes  caufed  the  Loft 
of  the  whole. 
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BUT  what  greatly  contribued  to  the 
Lofs  of  People  thus  fhut  up,  was  the 
wicked  Practices  of  Nurfes  (for  they  are 
not  to  be  mention’d  but  in  the  moil  bitter 
Terms):  Tliefe  Wretches,  out  of  Greedi- 
nefs  to  plunder  the  Dead,  would  ftr angle 
their  Patients,  and  charge  it  to  the  Dir 
ffemper  in  their  Throats  *,  others  would 
fecretly  convey  the  peftilential  Taint  from 
Sores  of  the  infefted  to  thofe  who  were  well; 
and  nothing  indeed  deterred  thefe  aban¬ 
doned  Mifcreants  from  profecuting  their 
avaritious  Purpofes  by  all  the  Methods 
their  Wickeduefs  could  invent  }  who,  al¬ 
though  they  were  without  Witness  to 
accufe  them,  yet  it  is  not  doubted  but 
divine  Vengeance  will  overtake Tuch  wicked 
Barbarities  with  due  Punifhment :  Nay, 
fome  were  remarkably  flruck  from  Heaven, 
in  the  Perpetration  of  their  Crimes,  and 
one  particularly  amongft  many,  as  fhe  was 
leaving  the  Houfe  of  a  Family,  all  dead, 
loaded  with  her  Robberies,  fell  down  dead 
under  her  Burden  in  the  Streets :  And  the 
Caie  oi  a  worthy  Citizen  was  very  re¬ 
markable,  who  being  fuppoied  dying  by 
his  Hi: ife,  was  before-hand  flopped  by 
her  *,  but  Recovering  again,  he  came  a  fecond 

Time 
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Time  into  the  World  naked.  And  fo  many 
were  the  Artifices  of  thefe  barbarous 
Wretches,  that  it  is  to  be  hoped,  Pofterity  \ 
will  take  Warning  how  they  trull:  them 
again  in  like  Cafes  j  and  that  their  pah  Im¬ 
punities  will  not  be  a  Means  of  bringing  on 
ps  again  the  like  Judgment, 

MOREOVER,  this  Ihutting  up  infe&ed 
Houfes,  made  the  Neighbours  fly  from 
theirs,  who  other  wile  might  have  been  a 
Help  to  them  on  many  Accounts  *,  and  I 
verily  believe  that  many  who  were  loft 
might  have  now  been  alive,  had  not  the 
tragical  Mark  upon  their  Doors  drove  pro¬ 
per  A  Alliances  from  them. 

AND  this  is  confirmed  by  the  Exam¬ 
ples  of  other  peftilential  Contagions,  which 
have  been  obferved  not  to  ceafe,  until  the 
Doors  of  the  Sick  were  fet  open,  and  they 
k  had  the  Privilege  of  going  Abroad  •  of  the 
fame  Authority  is  the  Cuftom  of  other 
Nations,  who  have  due  Regard  to  that  Liber¬ 
ty  which  Is  neceffary  for  the  Comforts  both 
of  Body  and  Mind,  ,  /■ ,  . 

I  T  now  remains  that  we  take  Notice 
of  all  that  is  of  any  Weight  on  the  other 

Side  ' 
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Side ;  as  therefore  it  is  not  at  all  deemed 
cruel  to  take  off  a  mortify’d  Limb  to  fave 
the  whole,  by  a  Parity  of  Reafon  is  the 
ConduT  of  a  Community  juftifyable,  who? 
out  of  a  Regard  to  the  Publick  Good,  put 
Hardlhips  upon  particular  Perlons  ^  in  a 
peftilential  Contagion  therefore,  what  can 
be  of  more  immediate  Service  than  fecur^ 
ing  thole  that  are  well  from  the  Infeftion  ? 
And  the  more  elpecially  in  a  Difeafe  that 
reaches  not  only  the  Body,  but  taints  the 
very  Breath  •,  for  in  this  Cafe  the  inferred 
Breath  poifons  upon  the  healthful,  and 
even  at  the  Point  of  Death  endeavour  to 
diffufe  that  Venom  to  others  which  con¬ 
quer’d  them.  From  this  delirious  Pleafure 
arife  thole  Tricks  of  tranlplanting  the 
Corruption  of  a  pefHlential  Tumour  to 
another  *  not  to  fay  any  Thing  of  that 
Woman,  who  by  her  Importunities  drew 
her  unhappy  Husband  into  her  Embraces, 
which  ended  his  Life  with  hers. 

s 

A  G  A I N,  to  take  away  all  Doubtings  in 
this  Cale,  I  am  not  ignorant  of  what  Mo¬ 
ment  it  is,  to  Ihut  up  the  Houfes  of  all  thofe 
who  are  inferred,  according  to  Cufom }  for  . 
by  this  means  a  Contagion  may  at  firf  be 
ftifled,  which  otherwife  would  go  beyond 

any 
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any  Remedy  }  and  with  equal  Advantage 
might  Gun-Powder  be  fired|  if  too  much 
Time  is  not  wafted  in  Deliberation,  before 
thefe  Things  are  put  into  Pra&ice.  1 

B  U  T  if  hereafter  a  Plague  ftiould  break 
out  again,  (which  God  forbid)  with  Sub- 
miftion  to  Superiors,  I  ftiould  think  it  not 
improper  to  appoint  proper  Accommodati¬ 
ons  out  of  the  City,  for  fuchas  are  yet  un¬ 
touched  in  infe&ed  Families}  and  who 
ftiould  continue  there  for  a  certain  Time} 
the  Sick  in  the  mean  while  to  be  removed  to 
convenient  Apartments  provided  onPurpofe 
for  them  :  For  by  this  Means,  that  Pra&ice 
fo  abhorrent  to  Religion  and  Humanity, 
even  in  the  Opinion  of  a  Mahometan ,  of  ftiut- 
ting  up  the  fick  and  well  together,  would 

be  avoided. 

B  U  T  to  return  :  The  Infeftion  had  long 
.  doubtfully  reign’d,  and  continued  through 
May  and  June ,  with  more  or  lefs  Severity  } 
fometimes  raging  in  one  Part,  and  then  in 
another,  as  in  a  running  fort  of  Fight  }  as 
often  as  the  Flumber  of  Funerals  decrealed, 
great  Hopes  were  conceived  of  its  Difappear- 
ance }  then  on  a  fudden  again  their  Increale 

threw  all  into  Pejeaion,  as  if  the  whole  City 
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was  foon  to  be  unpeopled  •  which  Uncer¬ 
tainty  gave  Advantage  to  the  Diflemper  j  be- 
caufe  Per (ons  were  more  remifs  in  their  Pro¬ 
visions  againft  it,  during  fuch  Flu&uation. 

I  T  muff  not  however  be  omitted,  with 
what  Precipitation  the  trembling  Inhabitants 
left  the  City,  and  how  they  flocked  in  Inch 
Crowds  out  of  Town,  as  if  London  had  quite 
gone  out  of  it  felf,  like  the  Hurry  of  a 
hidden  Conflagration,  all  Doors,,  and  Paffages 
are  thronged  for  Efcape  :  And  after  the  chief 
of  the  People  were  fled,  and  thereby  the 
Nonrifliment  of  this  cruel  Enemy  had  been 
in  a  great  Meafure  taken  away,  yet  it 
raged  Hill  •  and  although  it  feemed  once 
to  flay  as  Tarthians  in  their  Flight,  it  loon 
returned  with  redoubled  Fury,  and  kill’d 
not  by  flow  Paces,  but  alrnoA  immediately 

upon  Seizure  j  not  unlike  what  is  often  feen 

*  ^  ,  ......  ...  .  _ 

In  Battle,  when  after  lome  Skirmifhes  of 
Wings,  and  feparate  Parties,  the  main  Bo¬ 
dies  ,  come  to  engage  •,  fo  did  this  Conta¬ 
gion  at  firft  only  feather  about  its  Arrows, 

but  at  la  ft  covered  the  whole  City  with 
Death. 

THUS  therefore  in  the  Space  of  one  Week 
were  eight  Thoufand.  Perfons  cut  off,  and 

when 
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when  Things  came  to  Extremity,  all  Helps 
were  called  in-,  fo  it  began  now  to  be 
folely  the  Magiftrates  Bufmefs,  how  to 
put  a  Stop  to  this  cruel  Devaluation,  and 
fave  fome  Part  of  the  City  at  lead  from 
the  Grave  •  firft  then  therefore  was  ap¬ 
pointed  a  Monthly  Faff  for  Publick  Prayers, 
to  deprecate  the  Anger  of  Heaven  ^  nor 
proved  it  in  vain,  or  were  their  Supplica¬ 
tions  altogether  fruit lefs  j  for  if  we  have 
any  Regard  to  the  Temperature  of  the 
Seafon,  the  whole  Summer  was  refreihed 
with  moderate  Breezes,  lufficient  to  prevent 
the  Air’s  Stagnation  and  Corruption,  and 
to  carry  off  the  peftilential  Steams }  the 
Heat  was  likewife  too  mild  to  encourage 
fuch  Corruption  and  Fermentation,  as  helps 
to  taint  the  animal  Fluids,  and  pervert  them 
from  their  natural  State. 

THE  Government  however,  to  the  Duty 
*  of  Publick  Prayers,  neglefred  not  to  add 
what  A  Alliances  might  be  had  from  Me¬ 
dicine  ^  to  which  Purpofe  his  Majetty,  with 
the  divine  Helps,  called  in  alfo  all  that 
was  humane  *  and  by  his  Royal  Authority 
commanded  the  College  of  Phyficians  of. 
London,  jointly  to  write  fomewhat  i nEngliJh 
that  might  be  a  general  Direftory  in  this 
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calamitous  Exigence:  Nor  was  it  fatis- 
fa&ory  to  that  honoured  Society  to  dil- 
charge  their  Regards  for  the  Publick  in 
that  only,  but  fome  were  chofe  out  of 
their  Number,  and  appointed  particularly 
to  attend  the  infe&ed  on  all  Occafions. 
two  alio  out  of  the  Court  of  Aldermen 
were  required  to  fee  this  hazardous  Task 
executed ;  lo  that  encouraged  with  all  pro¬ 
per  Means,  this  Province  was  chearfully 
undertaken,  arid  all  poffible  Caution  was 
ufed  fully  to  anfwer  the  Intention  •  but  this 
Task  was  too  much  for  four  Perfons,  and 
wanted  rather  the  Concurrence  of  the  whole 
Faculty  ;  we  were  however  alhamed  to  give 
it  up,  and  ufed  our  utmoft  Application  there¬ 
in  5  but  all  our  Care  and  Pains  were  eluded, 
for  the  Dileaie,  like  the  Hydra's  Heads,  was 
no  fooner  extinguilh’d  in  one  Family  but  it 

w  # 

broke  out  in  many  more  with  Aggravations ; 
fo  that  in  a  little  Time  we  found  our  Task 
too  great,  and  defpaired  of  putting  an  entire 
Stop  to  the  Infeftion. 

NOR  was  there  at  this  Time  want- 
ing  the  Help  of  very  great  and  worthy 
Perfons,  who  voluntarily  contributed  their 
A ili fiances  in  this  dangerous  Work  •  a~ 
inongft  the  Number  of  which,  the  learned 
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Dr.  Clijfon,  Regius  Profeffor  at  Cambridge ,  Dr. 
Hath.  Paget ,  Dr.  Wharton,  Dr.  Berwick,  Dr. 
Brookes,  and  many  others  who  are  yet  alive, 
deferve  very  honourable  Mention  but 
eight  or  nine  fell  in  this  Work,  who  were 
too  much  loaded  with  the  Spoils  of  the 
Enemy  ;  and  amongft  whom  was  Dr.  Conyers , 
whofe  Goodnefs  and  Humanity  claim  an 
honourable  Remembrance  with  all  who  fur- 
vive  him. 

AFTER  then  all  Endeavours  to  reftrain 
the  Contagion  proved  of  no  Effea,  we  applied 
our  felves  altogether  to  the  Care  of  the  dif- 
ealed ,  and  in  the  Profecution  of  which,  it 
may  be  affirmed  without  Boafting,  no  Ha¬ 
zards  to  our  felves  were  avoided  :  But  it  is 

incredible  to  think  how  the  Plague  raged 
amongft  the  common  People,  infoffluch  that 
it  came  by  fome  to  be  called  the  Poors  Plague  • 
yet  although  the  more  opulent  had  left  the 
-  Town,  and  it  was  almoft  left  uninha¬ 
bited,  the  Commonalty  that  were  left  felt 
little  of  Want  •,  for  their  Neceffities  were 
relieved  with  a  Profufion  of  good  Things 
from  the  Wealthy,  and  tneir  Poverty  was 
f'upported  with  Plenty a  more  manifeft 
Caufe  therefore  for  fuch  a  Devaluation  a- 
mongft  them  I  Hi  all  affign  in  another  Place. 
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1  N  the  Months  of  AvguB  and  September  y 
the  Contagion  chang’d  its  former  flow  and 
languid  Pace,  and  having  as  it  were  got 
Maher  of  all,  made  a  moft  terrible  Slaugh¬ 
ter,  fo  that  three,  four,  or  five  Thoufand 
died  in  a  Week,  and  once  eight  Thoufand  ; 
who  can  exprefs  the  Calamities  of  fuch 
Times?  The  whole  Britijh  Nation  wept 
for  the  Miferies  of  her  Metropolis.  In 
Pome  Koufes  Carcafes  lay  waiting  for  Bu¬ 
rial,  and  in  others,  Perfons  in  their  laft 
Agonies  in  one  Room  might  be  heard 
dying  Groans,  in  another  the  Ravings  of  a 
Delirium,  and  not  far  off  Relations  and 
Friends  bewailing  both  their  Loft,  and  the 
difmal  ProfpeT  of  their  own  hidden  De¬ 
parture  j  Death  was  the  fure  Midwife  to 
all  Children,  and  Infants  palled  immediately 
from  the  Womb  to  the  Graver,  who  would 
not  melt  with  Grief,  to  fee  the  Stock  for 
a  future  Generation  hang  upon  the  Breads 
of  a  dead  Mother  ?  Or  the  Marriage-Bed 
changed  the  firft  Night  into  a  Sepulchre, 
and  the  unhappy  Pair  meet  with  Death  in 
their  firft  Embraces  ?  Some  of  the  infect¬ 
ed  run  about  daggering  like  drunken  Men, 
and  fall  and  expire  in  the  Streets  *  while 
others  lie  half-dead  and  xomatous,  but 
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never  to  be  waked  but  by  the  laft  Trumpet  ^ 
lome  lie  vomiting  as  if  they  had  drank  Poifon  ; 
and  others  fall  dead  in  the  Market,  while 
they  are  buying  Necelfaries  for  the  Sup¬ 
port  of  Life.  Not  much  unlike  it  was 
the  following  Conflagration  *,  where  the 
Altars  themfelves  became  fo  many  Vi£Hms, 
and  the  finefl:  Churches  in  the  whole 
World  carried  up  to  Heaven  Supplications 
in  Flames,  while  their  Marble  Pillars,  wet 
with  Tears,  melted  like  Wax  *,  nor  were 
Monuments  fecure  from  the  inexorable 
Flames,  where  many  of  their  venerable 
Remains  paffed  a  lecond  Martyrdom  i,  the 
rnoft  augufl:  Palaces  were  foon  laid  Wafle, 
and  the  Flames  feemed  to  be  in  a  fatal 
Engagement  to  deflroy  the  great  Ornament 
of  Commerce j  and  the  Burning  of  all  the 
Commodities  of  the  World  together,  feem¬ 
ed  a  proper  Epitome  of  this  Conflagration  ^ 
neither  confederate  Crowns,  nor  the  drawn 
Swords  of  Kings,  could  reflrain  its  Pha- 
natick  and  Rebellious  Rage  *,  large  Halls, 
flately  Houfes,  and  the  Sheds  of  the  Poor, 
were  together  reduced  to  Allies  ^  the  Sim 
blulh’d  to  lee  himfelf  fet,  and  env’ed 
thofe  Flames  the  Government  of  the  Night, 
which  had  rivalled  him  fo  many  Days  £ 
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as  the  City,  I  fay,  was  afterwards  burnt 
without  any  Diftinftion,  in  like  Manner 
did  this  Plague  fpare  no  Order,  Age,  or 
Sex  j  The  Divine  was  taken  in  the  very 
Exercife  of  his  prieftly  Office,  to  be  in- 
rolled  among!}  the  Saints  Above  *,  and  fome 
Phyficians,  as  before  intimated,  could  not 
find  Aififfance  in  their  own  Antidotes,  but 
died  in  the  Adminiffration  of  them  to 
others j  and  although  the  Soldiery  retreat¬ 
ed  from  the  Field  of  Death,  and  encamp¬ 
ed  out  of  the  City,  the  Contagion  followed, 
and  vanquifh’d  them ;  many  in  their 
old  Age,  others  in  their  Prime,  funk  under 
its  Cruelties  ^  of  the  Female  Sex  moff  died  • 
and  hardly  any  Children  efcaped^  and  it 
was  not  uncommon  to  fee  an  Inheritance 
pafs  fucceffively  to  three  or  four  Heirs  in 
lo  many  Days j  the  Number  of  Sextons 
were  not  fufHcient  to  bury  the  Dead ;  the 
Bells  feemed  hoarle  with  continual  tolling 
until  at  laft  they  quite  ceafed  *  the  bury¬ 
ing  Places  would  not  hold  the  Dead,  but 
they  were  thrown  into  large  Pits  dug  in 
wake  Grounds,  in  Heaps,  thirty  or  forty 
together  ^  and  it  often  happened,  that  thole 
who  attended  the  Funerals  of  their  Friends 
one  Evening,  were  carried  the  next  to 

their  own  Ions  Home  : 
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Temper  ct  a  Lachrymis  ?-~~r ^ 

Even  the  Relation  of  this  Calamity  melts 
me  into  Tears,  although  the  worft  was  not 
yet  certain^  for  the  City  was  not  yet  drained 
by  her  Funerals  ;  nor  the  Difeafe  as  yet 
at  all  relaxed. 

*.  j,  \ 

ABOUT  the  Beginning  of  September l 
the  Difeafe  was  at  the  Height  ;  in  the 
Courfe  of  which  Months  more  than  twelve 
Thoufand  died  in  a  Week  :  But  at  lengthj 
that  nothing  might  go  untried  to  divert 
the  Contagion,  it  was  ordered  by  the 
G  over  nours^  who  were  left  to  fiiperintend 
thofe  calamitous  Affairs,  (for  the  Court 
Was  then  removed  to  Oxford)  to  bum 
Fires  in  the  Streets  for  three  Days  toge¬ 
ther;  yet  while  this  Was  in  Debate,  the 
Phyficians  concerned  were  diffident  of  the 
Succefs,  as  the  Air  in  it  felf  was  un-in- 
fe&ed  ;  and  therefore  rendred  fuch  a 
fhowy  and  expenfive  a  Projeft  fiiperfluous; 
and  of  no  Effefh ;  and  thefe  Conje£lures 
we  fupported  by  the  Authority  of  Anti¬ 
quity,  and  Hippocrates  himfelf ;  notwith- 
landing  which,  the  Fires  were  kindled  in 
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all  the  Streets.  But  alas  !  the  Controverfie 
was  foon  decided ;  for  before  the  three 

r>  -  j  /  • _ _ 

Days  were  quite  expired,  the  Heavens 
both  mourned  fo  many  Funerals,  and  wept 
for  the  fatal  Miflake,  fo  as  to  extinguiih 
even  the  "Fires  with  their  Showers.  I 
ihall  not  determine  any  other  Perfon’s 
Conje&ure  in  this  Cafe,  whether  thefe 
Fires  may  more  properly  be  deemed  the 
ominous  Forerunners  of  the  enfuing  Con¬ 
flagration,  or  the  enfuing  Funerals ;  but 
whether  it  was  from  the  fuffocating  Qua¬ 
lities  of  the  Fuel,  or  the  wet  Conflitnti- 
on  of  Air  that  immediately  followed,  the 
mofl  fatal  Night  enfued,  wherein  more 
than  four  Thoufand  expired.  May  Pofle- 
rity  by  this  Miflake  b#  warned,  and  not, 
like  Empyricks,  apply  a  Remedy  where 
they  are  ignorant  of  the  Caufe. 

THE  Reader  is  by  the  Way  to  be 
advert ifed,  that  this  Year  was  luxuriant 
in  mofl:  Fruits,  especially  Cherries  and 
Grapes,  which  were  at  fo  low  a  Price, 
that  the  common  People  forfeited  with 
them ;  for  this  might  very  much  con¬ 
tribute  to  that  Difpofltion  of  Body,  as 
made  the  Peflilential  Taint  more  eailly 
take  Place. 
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NOR  ought  we  here  to  pafs  by  the  be- 
uificent  ^ffiftances  of  the  Rich,  and  the 
Care  of  the  Magiftrates  y  for  the  Markets 
being  open  as  ufual,  and  a  greater  Plenty 
of  all  Provifions,  was  a  great  Help,  to 
fupport  the  Sick  j  fo  that  there  was  the 
Reverfe  of  a  Famine,  which  hath  been 
obferved  to  be  fo  fatal  to  peftilential  Con¬ 
tagions  ;  and  in  this  the  Goodnefs  of  Heaven 
is  always  to  be  remembred,  in  alleviating 
3.  common  Miiery  by  fuch  a  Profufion 
of  good  Things  frojn  the  Stores  of  Na¬ 
ture. 

BUT  as  It  were  to  balance  this  im¬ 
mediate  Help  of  Providence,  nothing 
was  other  wile  wanting  to  aggravate  the 
common  Defkuaion*  and  to  which  no¬ 
thing  more  contributed  than  the  Praftice 
of  Chymifts  and  Quacks,  and  of  whofe 
Audacity  and  Ignorance  it  is  impoffible  to 
be  altogether  Client  3  they  were  indefa¬ 
tigable  in  fpreading  their  Antidotes-,  and 
although  equal  Strangers  to  all  Learning 
as  well  as  Phyfick,  they  thru  ft  into 
every  Hand  fome  Trafh  or  other  under 
the  Difguife  ot  a  pompous  Title.  No 
Country  fare  ever  abounded  with  fuch 
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wicked  Impoftors  •,  for  all  Events  contra- 
difted  their  Preteniions,  and  hardly  a  Per- 
fon  efcaped  that  trufted  to  their  Delufions : 
Their  Medicines  were  more  fatal  than  the 
Plague,  and  added  to  the  Numbers  of  the 
Dead :  But  thefe  Blowers  of  the  Pefli- 
lential  Flames  were  caught  in  the  common 
Ruin,  and  by  their  Death  in  fome  Mea- 
fure  excufed  the  Neglett  of  the  MagL 
ttracy,  in  Buffering  their  Pra&ice. 

*  ■  ■  .  C; '  ' " w  °  { 

\  \  .  k  -  *  /  ■  •  *' .  '■  '• 

— ,  Nec  Lex  eft  juftior  ulla 
Quam  necis  Artifices  Arte  ferire  fua» 

ABOUT  this  Time  a  Perfon  of  Dr* 
ftin&ion  and  great  Humanity,  going  to 
France  upon  fome  Affairs  of  State,  heard 
that  fome  Frenchmen  were  Mailers  of  an 
Anti-peflilential  Remedy,  and  took  Care 
to  fend  fome  Dofes  of  it  over  here :  By 
Command  of  the  Government  we  were 
ordered  to  try  it  with  due  Caution,  which 
we  did,  with  Expetlations  of  uncommon 
Succefs,  but  the  Mountain  brought  forth  Death  ^ 
for  the  Medicine,  which  was  a  Mineral 
Preparation,  threw  the  Patients  into  their 
laffc  Sleep.  May  it  never  hereafter  be 
injoined  to  try  Experiments  with  unknown 
and  foreign  Medicines,  upon  the  Lives  even 

of 
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of  the  meaneft  Perfons !  For  certainly 
nothing  is  more  abhorrent  to  Reafon,  than 
to  impofe  a  nniverfal  Remedy,  in  Cafes 
whole  curative  Intentions  are  different, 
and  fometimes  oppofite  j  and  the  various 
Indications  of  a  Peftilence  require  very 
different  Methods  of  Remedy,  as  fhall  here¬ 
after  be  further  demonftrated. 

T  O  this  may  be  added,  that  many 
common  Medicines  were  publickly  Sold, 
which,  by  their  extraordinary  Heat  and 
Difpoiition  to  inflame  the  Blood,  could 
never  be  fit  for  every  Age,  Sex,  and  Con- 
fHtutlon  indifferently,  and  therefore  in 
many  Cafes  they  undoubtedly  did  Harm. 
On  this  Account,  not  only  the  Sacred 
but  the  Publick  Health  alfo  fufferedj  yet 
we  who  were  particularly  employed  in 
this  Affair  as  Phyficians,  ufed  all  Sollici- 
tations  with  the  Magiftracy  to  reftraiii 
.  fuch  Pra&ices,  in  Order  to  hop  the  Ruin 
they  aggravated.  Hence  notwithftanding 
it  was  made  a  Queftion,  whether  in  a 
Plague,  where  fo  many  Phyficians  retire, 
(not  fo  much  for  their  own  Prefervation, 
as  the  Service  of  thofe  whom  they  at¬ 
tend  )  it  is  not  expedient  for  every  one, 
according  to  his  Abilities,  to  do  his  ut- 
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moft  in  averting,  the  common  Ruin?  In 
the  fame  Manner  as  in  a  Fire  all  Hands 
are  required,  even  of  the  Croud  as  well  as 
Workmen,  to  extinguilh  it. 

BUT  in  this  Cafe  my  own  Opinion  is 
determined:  In  the  Concerns  of  Health, 
a  Per  foil  mu  ft  proceed  with  more  Caution 
and  Deliberation  than  in  the  fuppoied  Cafe 
of  a  Fire  ;  for  there  are  Difficulties  occur 
in  the  Pra&ice  of  Medicine  which  are  in- 
1  uperable  but  by  the  Learned  ;  and  the  fine 
Texture  of  a  humane  Body  is  not  to  be  ma¬ 
naged  by  as  clumfie  Hands  as  the  Materials 
of  a  Houfe  •  in  the  former,  if  a  Perfon  makes 
a  Miftake,  it  is  with  great  Difficulty  repair¬ 
ed.  ;  and  therefore  upon  a  ferious  Confidera- 
ti on  of  the  whole  Affair,  I  cannot  make  any 
Doubt,  but  that  it  is  much  better  even  to 
want  Phyficians  in  fuch  Calamities,  than  to 
have  the  Sick  under  the  Care  and  Manage¬ 
ment  of  the  unlearned;  for  fuch  Perfons, 
like  thole  who  fight  blindfold,  know  not  in 
what  Parts  to  attack  the  Enemy,  nor  with 
what  Weapons  to  do  it ;  befldes  which,  they 
alfo  are  in  Hazard  of  obftrufHng  thefe  Ef¬ 
forts  of  Nature,  which  would  many  Times 
without  Help,  if  not  thus  hindred,  get  thg 
better  of  the  Diftemper. 
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NCR  in  this  Account  are  we  to  negleft, 
that  the  Contagion  fpread  its  Cruelties  in¬ 
to  the  neighbouring  Countries  for  the  Ci¬ 
tizens,  which  crowded  iri  Multitudes  into 
the  adjacent  Towns,  carried  the  Inieftion 
along  with  them,  where  it  raged  with  equal 
Fury  ^  fo  that  the  Plague,  which  at  firffc 
crept  from  one  Street  to  another,  now 
reigned  over  whole  Counties,  leaving  hard¬ 
ly  any  Place  free  from  its  Infult ;  and  the 
Towns  upon  the  Thames  were  more  feverely 
handled,  not  perhaps  from  a  greater  Moifture 
in  the  Air  from  thence,  but  from  the  taint¬ 
ed  Goods  rather  that  were  carried  upon 
it:  Moreover,  fome  Cities  and  Towns,  of 
the  raoft  advantageous  Situation  for  a  whol- 
fome  Air,  did  notwithstanding  feel  the 
common  Ruin.  Such  was  the  Rife,  and 
fuch  the  Prpgrefs,  of  this  cruel  Deftroyer, 
which  firffc  begatfat  London . 

\ 

BUT  the  worft  Part  of  the  Year  being 

* 

now  over,  and  the  Height  of  the  Difeafe, 
the  Plague  by  leifiirely  Degrees  declined, 
as  it  had  gradually  made  its  firffc  Advances  j 
and  before  the  Number  infefted  decreafed, 
its  Malignity  began  to  relax,  infomuch 
that  few  died,  and  thofe  chiefly  fuch  as 
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were  ill  managed  j  hereupon  that  Dread 
which  had  been  upon  the  Minds  of  the 
People  wore  off-,  and  the  Sick  chearfully 
ufed  all  the  Means  direCled  for  their  Re¬ 
covery  *,  and  even  the  Nurfes  grew  either 
more  cautious,  or  more  faithful  *,  infomuch 
that  after  fome  Time  a  Dawn  of  Health 
appeared,  as  fudden,  and  as  unexpected,  as 
the  CefTation  of  the  following  Conflagra¬ 
tion  ^  wherein  after  blowing  up  of  Houfes, 
and  ufing  all  Means  for  its  Extinction  to 
little  Purpofe,  the  Flames  flopped  as  it 
were  of  themfelves,  for  Want  of  Fuel,  or 
out  of  Shame  for  having  done  fo  much 
Mifchief.  ,  * 

THE  Peflilence  did  not  however  flop  for 
Want  of  Subjects  to  aCt  upon,  (as  then 
commonly  rumoured)  but  from  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  the  Diftemper,  its  Decreafe  was 
like  its  Beginning,  moderate ;  nor  is  it 
lefs  to  be  wondred  at,  that  as  at  the 
Rife  of  the  Contagion  all  other  Diilempers 
went  into  That,  fo  now  at  its  Declenfion, 
That  degenerated  into  others,  as  Inflamma¬ 
tions  ,  Head-achsy  QumfeySy  ,  DyfenterieSy  Small- 
Fox  y  Meafiesy  Fever and  Hetties  *  wherein 
That  alfo  yet  predominated,  as  hereafter 
will  be  further  fiiewn. 
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ABOUT  the  Clofe  of  the  Year,  that 
is,  on  the  Beginning  of  November,  People 
grew  more  healthful,  and  fuch  a  different 
Face  was  put  upon  the  Publick,  that  al¬ 
though  the  Funerals  were  yet  frequent,  yet 
many  who  had  made  moft  Haft  in  retiring, 
made  the  moft  to  return,  and  came  into 
the  City  without  Fear  *,  infomuch  that  in 
December  they  crowded  back  as  thick  as 
they  fled :  The  Houfes  which  before  were  full 
of  the  Dead,  were  now  again  inhabited  by  the 
Living*  and  the  Shops  which  had  been  moft 
Part  of  the  Year  ihut  up,  were  again  opened, 
and  the  People  again  cliearfully  went  about 
their  wonted  Affairs  of  Trade  and  Employ  ^ 
and  even  what  is  almoft  beyond  Belief, 
thole  Citizens ,  who  before  were  afraid 
even  of  their  Friends  and  Relations,  would 

t 

without  Fear  venture  into  the  Houfes  and 
Rooms  where  infe&ed  Perfons  had  but  a 
*  little  before  breathed  their  Laft:  Nay, 
fuch  Comforts  did  inlpire  the  languishing 
People,  and  fuch  Confidence,  that  many 
went  into  the  Beds  where  Perfons  had  died 
before  they  were  even  cold,  or  cleanfed 
from  the  Stench  of  the  Difeafed^  they 
had  the  Courage  now  to  marry  again,  and 
betake  to  the  Means  of  repairing  the  paft 

Mar- 


18  An  Hi  ft  one  al  Account 

Mortality  y  and  even  Women  before  deem¬ 
ed  barren,  were  faid  to  prove  proliffick  • 
lb  that  although  the  Contagion  had  car^ 
ried  olf,  as  fome  computed,  about  one 
hundred  thoufand,  after  a  few  Months  their 
Lofs  was  hardly  difcernable  ^  and  thus  ended 
this  fatal  Year. 

BUT  the  next  Spring  indeed  appeared  fome 
Remains  of  the  Contagion,  which  was  eafily 
conquered  by  the  Phylicians,  and  which,  like 
Termination  of  a  common  Intermittent  ^  end¬ 
ed  in  a  healthful  Recovery :  Whereupon 
the  whole  Malignity  ceaflng,  the  City  re¬ 
turned  to  a  perfect  Health;  not  unlike 
what  happened  alfo  after  the  la  ft  Con¬ 
flagration,  when  a  new  City  fuddenly  arole 
out  of  the  A  flies  of  the  old,  much  better 
able  to  withfland  the  like  Flames  another 
Time. 
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SECTION  II. 

Of  the  C  a  life  of  a  Peflilence ,  and  a  Con- 

tagion . 

AS  it  is  our  Purpofe  here  to  enquire 
into  the  Origin  of  the  late  Plague, 
and  find  out  both  its  manifeft  and  hidden 
Laufes  •  I  cannot  judge  it  necelfary  to  go 
into  the  ufual  Length  of  Writers,  in  a  par¬ 
ticular  Recital  of  all  thofe  remote  Regards 
which  they  diftinguifh.  by  Supernatural,  Pre¬ 
ternatural,  and  Natural  •  becaufe  by  Rich 
■Means  this  Tieatile  would  be  drawn  out 
into  almoft  infinite  needlefs  Diftinaions. 


THAl  the  Truth  therefore  may  at 
once  be  brought  into  an  open  Light,  and 
the  Peflilence  appear  in  its  genuine  After 
aions,  I  think  it  proper  to  premile  this 
oae  T  hing,  becaule  the  whole  depends  upon 
h,  viz*  That  the  Peflilence  is  the  mo  ft  noto- 
lious  of  all  popular  Dileafes,and  depends  upon 
lome  Caufe  equally  common,  and  in  every  re- 
fpea  adequate  to  its  extenfive  Effetts  •  which 
being  granted,  it  naturally  follows,  that  all 
particular  Caufes,  which  may  accidentally 
intervene,  ( the  Recital  of  which  would  be 
veiy  tedious)  are  relblvable  into  this  one. 

AND 
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AND  for  what  concerns  that  PeftilencO 
now  under  Enquiry,  this  we  have  as  to  its 
Origin,  from  the  moft  irrefrigable  Autho-  . 
rity,  that  it  firft  came  into  this  Ifland  by 
Contagion,  and  was  imported  to  us  from 
Holland ,  in  Packs  of  Merchandize ;  and  if 
any  one  pleafes  to  trace  it  further,  he  may 
be  fatisfied  by  common  Fame,  it  came 
thither  from  Turkey  in  Bails  of  Cotton, 
which  is  a  flrange  Preferver  of  the  PefHlen- 
tial  Steams.  For  that  Part  of  the  World 
is  feldom  free  from  fuch  Infe&ions,  altho’ 
it  is  fometimes  more  levere  than  others, 
according  to  the  Bifpofition  of  Seafons 
and  Temperature  of  Air  in  thofe  Regions  : 
But  if  any  would  yet  more  intimately 
be  acquainted  with  its  Origin,  it  concerns 
him  to  know  all  the  Changes  the  Air  in 
thefe  Climates  is  fubjeft  to,  and  its  various 
Properties  of  Drynefs,  Moifture,  Heat, 
Cold,  Crc. 

BUT  leaf:  1  ihould  be  thought  too 
prolix  in  the  Enumeration  of  fuch  Cir- 
cumftances,  and  incur  the  Sufpicion  of 
Atheifm,  (a  Charge  too  juih  upon  the  Faculty) 
by  afcribing  too  much  to  fecond  Caufes , 
as  the  Schools  pleafe  to  call  them,  it  may 
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be  convenient  for  me  to  declare,  that  the 
7»  9«o».  of  a  Peftilence  is  as  much  a  Part 
of  my  Faith,  as  any  others;  the  facred 
Pages  clearly  and  demonftratively  prove, 
that  the  Almighty,  by  his  Authority, 
and  at  his  Pleafure,  may  draw  the  Sword, 
or  flioot  the  Arrows  of  Death;  and 
a  Retrofpeaion  into  Times  paft,  Jhews 
many  convincing  Proofs  of  this  terrible 
Truth  ;  and  in  this  Contagion  before  us, 
the  Footfteps  of  an  over-ruling  Power  are 
very  legible,  efpecially  fo  far  as  concerns 
his  divine  Permiffion :  But  the  great  God  s 
Purpofes  are  Secrets  too  awful  for  Mortals 
to  pry  into,  although  we  know  that  he 
punilhes  as  a  Parent,  and  chides  for  our 
Good,  which  makes  it  our  Duty  to  kils 
the  Rod,  and  fubmit.  But  enough  of  this 
Icaffc  I  Ihould  be  thought  to  invade  ano- 
ther’s  Province:  It  is  fufEcient  to  the 
Purpofe  of  a  Phyfician,  to  ahign  natural 
^and  obvious  Caufes  *  and  where  fuch  are 
dilcoverable,  it  is  unworthy  of  him  and 
the  divine  Art  he  profeiTes,  as  well  as  an 
Affront  to  good  Senfe,  to  have  Recourfe 
to  any  other. 

BUT  this  being  premifed  only  to  pre¬ 
vent  Cenfure,  our  Way  now  lies  open  to 
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a  Difcovery  of  the  Nature  of  this  Pefti- 
lence.  Wherein,  for  Method  Sake,  I  (hall 
begin  with  a  Description  of  a  PefHlence 
in  general  \  and  which  if  it  doth  not  exactly 
agree  with  the  Accounts  given  by  the 
Ancients,  yet  I  doubt  not  but  it  will  be 
found,  by  every  impartial  Confiderer,  to  be 
as  full  and  fatis&ory. 

THE  Peftilence  is  a  Difeafe  arifing  from 
an  Aura  that  is  poifonous,  very  fubtle, 
deadly,  and  contagious,  affe&ing  many  Per- 
fons  at  the  fame  Time  together  in  one 
Country,  chiefly  arifing  from  a  Corruption 
of  the  nitrous  Spirit  in  the  Air,  attended 
with  a  Fever,  and  other  very  grievous 
Symptoms. 

EVERY  one  of  thefe  Particulars  are 
as  clear  as  the  Light  at  Noon-day  •  and 
thefe  Explications  are  fo  obvious  to  be 
met  with  in  the  Writings  of  the  Learned, 
that  it  would  be  loft  Labour  to  infift  upon 
any  fiich  Thing  here  ^  we  Shall  therefore 
proceed  to  explain  only  what  more  im¬ 
mediately  Rands  in  need  of  it. 

AND  firfb  of  all  it  is  faid  from  an 
Aur-a^  as  diftinguifhing  it  from  fiich  Poifon 
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as  is  more  grofs  and  earthy  •  for  this  is 
not  to  be  confined  in  any  Inclofure,  but 
!  *s  ^  tare,  fiibtle,  volatile,  and  fine,  that  it 
infinuates  into,  and  refides  in  the  very  Inter¬ 
nes,  or  Pores  of  the  aerial  Particles  • 
whereas  that  which  is  of  a  more  fixed 
Nature,  is  confined  within  certain  Limits, 
and  is  incapable  of  flich  Progrefs. 

IT  is  faid  to  be  poilbnous  alfo,  from 
i  its  Similitude  to  the  Nature  of  a  Poilon, 
both  being  equally  deftruHive  to  Life, 
j  and  killing  Perfons  much  after  the  fame 
Manner,  fo  that  they  feem  to  differ  in 
Degree  only  j  for  the  deadly  Quality  of  a 
Peffilence  vaftly  exceeds  either  the  arfenh 
cal  Minerals,  the  moff  poifonous  Animals 
or  Infers,  or  the  killing  Vegetables  ^  nay$ 
the  Peffilence  feems  to  be  a  Compofition 
of  all  the  other  Poifons  together,  as  well 
as  in  its  fatal  Efficacies  to  excel  them }  for 
in  this  there  is  manifeffly  joined  both  the 
Height  of  Putrefaction  and  Maligni ty*  And 
as  in  a  great  many  the  Virulence  of  this 
Taint  hath  been  difcoverable*  fo  in  one 
Youth  for  Inffance  it  was  fo  remarkable* 
that  even  in  the  Point  of  Death  the  whole 
Body  changed  green,  which  fo  alarmed 
the  Mother,  that  ffie  immediately  hafted 
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to  my  Ploufe,  to  know  whether  by  Mi- 
hake  there  had  not  been  fome  Poifbn 
given  him  ;  whereas  he  had  taken  nothing 
but  mild  and  common  Alexifharmicks  ;  this 
green  Hue  therefore  was  a  Demonftration  of 
the  poifonous  Vitriolick  Nature  of  the 
pehilential  Taint. 

I T  is  laid  to  be  very  lubtle  both  on 
Account  of  its  Original  and  Produ&ion,  be¬ 
fore  it  hath  efcaped  from  its  native  Seat; 
and  that  wonderful  Comminution  which  it 
cannot  but  undergo  in  its  Progrefs  through 
fo  many  Climates,  whereby  it  is,  as  it  were, 
iublimed  to  the  higheft  Degree  of  Vola¬ 
tility,  beyond  that  of  any  Meteor,  which  is 
the  Production  ofgrofs,  corporeal,  and  he¬ 
terogeneous  Particles;  nay,  it  is  more  aCtive 
than  Lightning,  and  in  the  Twinkling  of  an 
Eye  carries  to  a  Diltance  Putrefaction,  Mor¬ 
tification,  and  Death. 

AS  for  the  Manner  whereby  it  kills,  its 
approaches  are  generally  fo  fecret,  that  Per- 
fons  leized  with  it  feem  to  be  fallen  into  an 
Ambufcade,  or  a  Snare,  of  which  there  was 
no  Manner  of  Sufpicion ;  they  are  therefore 
not  to  be  credited  or  regarded,  who  affirm 
the  Progrefs  of  a  Peftilence  to  be  fenfible, 
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svcn  to  the  Smell  and  Sights  and  report 
(chough  who  will  may  believe  them  for  me) 
the  Infection  to  relemble  the  Fragrancy  of 
Flowers  in  Mayy  or  any  other  fweet  Savour  - 
or,  on  the  contrary,  to  ftrike  the  Nofe  like 
the  Stench  of  a  rotten  Carcafe  *  nay,  fbme 
pretend  to  be  fo  Aiarp-fighted,  as  to  dif- 
cern  Clouds  in  the  Atmofphere  big  with  pe- 
ftilential  Poifons,  and  other  fuch  Conceits 
of  a  difiempered  Imagination,  that  are  chief¬ 
ly  the  Products  of  Fear,  which  conftrues 
every  Thing  for  the  worft :  Although  in¬ 
deed  I  muft  confefs,  that  fometimes  this 
^ery  fubtile  Aura  may  be  fo  mixed  or  loaded 
with  grofs  and  fulphureous  Particles,  as  td 
be  perceptible  to  the  Senfes; 

FURTHER,  as  to  the  fatal  Influences  of 
a  Plague,  if  the  before  recited  Account  is 
not  fufficient  to  fliew  it,  it  would  not  be 
a  Task  of  any  Difficulty  to  produce  many 
Infiances  of  its  Tyranny  and  Definitions 
Hence  the  Plague  by  the  Hebrews  was 
called  or  Perdition^  as  if  it  was  or~ 
dained  on  Purpofe  to  defiroy  Mankind :  It 
is  alto  called  Lues,  from  ai /»,  to  dilfolve  • 

&  moft  certain  Way  of  Deftrution,  and 
whole  fatal  Property  in  the  Plague  is  moft 
remarkable,  whereby  it  does  not  fo  much 
:  D  i  pre- 
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prepare  the  Way,  as  immediately  of  its 
fell  deftroy,  and  of  whole  certain  Ruin, 
through  whole  Regions  together,  we  have 
too  many  Teftimonies  upon  Record,  in  the 
Writings  both  of  Ancients  and  Moderns. 

AG  A  IN,  the  PeAilence  is  faid  to  be 
contagious  *5  becaufe  feme  are  come  to  that 
Height  of  Boldnefs,  (being  blind  with  too 
much  Light)  to  propagate  Arange  Con¬ 
jectures  to  the  contrary,  as  if  the  rate 
Plague  was  begun  and  continued  by  a  foreign 
Influence  •,  but  to  remove  this  Controverfle, 
it  may  be  convenient  to  explain  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  a  Contagion,  and  it's  fuppofed  Con¬ 
ditions  of  Exertion  j  yet  before  I  enter 
upon  this,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  difpatch 
the  other  Members  of  this  Definition. 

IT  is  further  added,  that  the  Plague 
affeCts  many  Regions  together  at  the  fame 
Time,  in  Order  to  diftinguifh  it  both  from 
Endemicli  Difeafes,  that  is,  fuch  as  are  ap¬ 
propriate  to  one  Place  only  *,  and  alfo  from 
Sforadick  Difeafes,  which  although  they 
rage  amongA  the  Populace  in  this  or  that 
Country  or  Climate  indifferently,  according 
to  the  Influence  of  their  procatar&ick  Caufes, 
they  are  yet  to  be  deemed  particular,  as 

well 
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well  as  they  are  pernicious :  But  enough 
of  thefe  Matters.  - 

I  '  1 

I  H-f  *\<  s  t  '  -  *'  -  \ 

A  T  length  then  it  becomes  neceffary 
to  change  the  Corffideration,  and  enquire 
how  it  comes  that  the  Plague  hath  its 
1  chief  Origin  from  an  Alteration  or  Corruption 
■  the  nitrous  Spirits  in  the  Air:  This  is 
I  *he  great  Difficulty  !  This  is  our  Task  !  It 
J  therefore  to  be  hoped  that  the  Novelty 
I  of  the  Opinion  will  not  occafion  any  one 
j  to  receive  it  at  ftiffi  Sight  amifs,  until  by 
i  due  Examination  he  hath  brought  it  to 
Trial*  but  in  Order  to  ere£t  this  upon  a 
I  ^Lire  Foundation,  it  is  proper  to  premife 
Ibme  Confiderations. 

AND  firft  of  all,  the  central  nitrous 
Spirit  in  the  Earth  does  every  where  tranfpire 
and  exhale  towards  the  Surface,  to  recruit  the 
Confumptions  of  Nature,  and  for  other  Pur- 
pofes  hereafter  to  be  mentioned.  From 
this  fa  line  Origin,  draining  through  the 
Bowels  of  the  Earth,  every  one  under- 
Eands  Vegetation  to  be  carried  on,  and 
that  the  Light  and  vital  Warmth  of  the 
Sun  is  impregnated  by  it  th  oagh  the 
whole  Region  of  Air  ^  and  the  mutual 
Intel  com  ies  or  Operations  upon  one  ano- 

3  ther,  v 


3  8  Of  the  Caufe  of  a  Teftilence , 

ther  between  the  Sun’s  Rays,  and  thefe 
feline  Exhalations,  by  a  Kind  of  Magnetifm 
between  them,  is  too  obvious  in  a  Multi¬ 
tude  of  Inftances  to  want  any  Comment. 

i 

I  know  in  nothing  indeed  where  there 

a 

is  a  greater  Intercourfe  and  Sympathy : 
and  a  confiderable  Uluhration  of  it 
may  be  made  by  the  following  Experi¬ 
ment.  If  any  one  in  the  Spring-time, 
when  the  Sun  is  approaching  nearer  to  us, 
digs  up  a  Piece  of  Earth,  and  after  In- 
fufion  and  Filtration,  evaporates  the  Li¬ 
quor,  he  will  find  at  the  Bottom  of  the  Veffel 
a  Sixth  Part  of  Salt  more  than  at  any 
other  Time  of  the  Year,  from  the  fame 
Quantity  of  Earth  managed  after  the  fame 
Manner  the  nitrous  Salt  for  many  Reafons 
not  arifmg  in  fo  great  a  Quantity  for  the 
Exigencies  of  Nature,  at  any  other  Times- 
whence  I  conceive  it  manifeflly  to  prove, 
that  there  is  fuch  an  Efflux  of  this  Salt 
as  before  fuggefted,  and  a  Kind  of  Subli¬ 
mation  of  it  into  the  Air,  and  that  this 
faline  Spirit  hath  a  Sort  of  Sympathy  with 
the  fuperior  Heat.  But  that  we  may  not 
pie  more  Arguments  than  are  neceffary  to 
prove  the  Energy  of  this  Principle,  every 
one  who  is'  doubtful  herein  may  obferve, 

that 
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that  not  only  Plants  are  produced  and  nou- 
rilhed  by  its  fubtle  and  luxuriant  Infinua- 
tion  into  their  Fibres,  but  that  alfo  from 

the  fame  aerial  Spirit  the  Life  of  Animals 

-  ..  * 

and  even  the  humane  Species,  is  prefervedo 
And  I  cannot  fee  any  Difficulty  in  the 
Opinion,  that  the  beft  Temperature  of  the 
Blood  and  animal  juices,  the  Renewal  of 
wafted  Spirits,  the  Reftauration  of  Strength, 
and  the  good  and  healthful.  Conftitution  of 
the  Vifcera, ,  Members,  and  whole  Body,  is 
maintained  by  the  Affiftance  of  this  nitro- 
aerial  Spirit.  Nor  does  any  thing  appear 
more  congruous  to  Reafon,  than  that  from 
the  fame  Caule  does  the  Racy  Spirit  of 
the  Blood  ariie  ;  and  it  is  not  derivable  from 
any  other  ^  nor  is  it  my  fingle  Opinion, 
that  from  the  fame  Principle  it  derives 
its  Colour  ^  but  as  there  are  no  Arguments 
even  objefted  to  this  DoTrine,  it  is  need- 
lefs  to  imploy  more  Time  in  its  Vindi¬ 
cation. 

BUT  further,  it  may  happen  that  this 
nitro-aerial  Spirit  may  various  Ways  be 
changed  in  its  Properties  that  is,  either 
with  Regard  to  its  proliffick  Influences, 
(if  it  may  be  fo  expreffed)  or,  which  much 
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oftner  happens,  in  its  accidental  and  adr 
ventitious  Impurities. 

SOMETIMES  this  univerfal  Principle 
languifhes  and  degenerates,  and  in  its  own 
productive  Womb  is  tainted  with  fome- 
what  pernicious  to  Vitality,  and  tjiat  natu¬ 
ral  balfamick  Conhitution  of  Blood  that 
fupports  it  ;  and  as  often  as  this  is  the 
Cafe;  the  whole  Orders  of  living  Beings 
may  look  upon  it  as  War  declared  againfi 
them  :  But  where  any  Alteration  is  made 
upon  it  by  particular  and  fortuitous  Caules, 
it  is  generally  from  too  much  Humidity 
diluting  it,  as  in  immoderate  and  unfealon- 
able  Rains,,  whence  moift,  crude,  and  un- 
wholfome  Vapours  exhale;  for  every  one 
knows  how  much  'Humidity  is  a  Promoter  of 
Putrefaftion  ;  whence  come  Swarms  of  InfeCts, 
which  is  a  certain  Forerunner  of  a  PefK- 
lence :  It  alfo  fometimes  happens,  that 
this  vital  Spirit,  which  fo  much  delights 
in  Drynefs,  is  almoft  quite  extinguished 
by  a  rainy  Seafon ;  in  which  Exigency, 
what  Miferies  may  not  Mankind  expe£t, 
when  a  fmall  Change  is  of  fo  fatal  Confe- 
q'uence?  This  is  abundantly  confirmed  by 
the  Experience  of  Marfhy  Countries,  where 
the  Difeafes  recurring  every  Year  are  very 

fatal. 


and  a  Contagion.  41 

fatal,  by  means  of  the  putrid  and  damp 
Exhalations. 

I  ;  -.V  (  •  ....  .  -  }  ‘ 

FURTHERMORE,  this  nitrous  Prin- 
ciple  may  be  fometimes  changed  in  its 
own  Repofitory  by  too  intenfe  a  Heat 
from  within,  as  well  as  without  ^  for  by  fo 
;  hafty  a  Sublimation  its  Spirit  may  be 
deadned  ^  that  is,  being  robbed  of  its  balfa- 
mick  Quality,  (which  is  no  Abfurdity  to 
fuppofe)  and  kindled  into  too  rapid  a  Mo¬ 
tion,  it  may  receive  a  kind  of  Ew^yreuma  * 
and  from  which  Aduftion  there  may  arife 
feveral  Sorts  of  Diftemperature  •,  as  Blahs 
upon  Trees,  and  Difeafes  amongft  Cattle  \ 
and  at  laid  end  in  a  Peftilence  amongft  Man¬ 
kind. 

*'  * Vv  •  ' 

.  [  1  .  :  .  ,  ,,  :  ;  _  :  .  ,  , .  ;  - 

FOR  further  Illuftration  hereof  it  may 
be  obferved,  that  the  nitrous  Spirit  which 
circulates  through  the  fubterraneous  Ca¬ 
verns  may,  inftead  of  Obtaining  a  fur- 
‘  ther  Purification,  take  along  with  it  cor¬ 
rupt  and  poifonous  Vapours  from  arfenical 
or  other  Minerals  and  loaded  therewith, 
break  out  into  the  open  Air:  And  this 
we  have  confirmed  from  common  Obferva- 
tion  intheWeftern  Climes  of  Jfrlca ,  that 
lye  under  the  Equator ,  wherein  the  very 
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Showers  lee m  to  be  endued  with  a  Stiptick 
or  CaulHck  Power,  lb  as  to  taint  the  Cloaths 
and  Skin  of  the  Travellers,  and  burn,  as 
it  were,  upon  them  pelHlential  Characters. 
Froiii  which  Difpolition,  it  cannot  be  a 
Wonder  to  any,  that  the  Plague  fliould 
reign  after  Earthquakes }  becaufe  a  poifo- 
nous  Spirit  at  fucll  Times  breaks  out  into 
the  Ait^  as  alfo  that  Nitre  thus  loaded 
With  ah  impure  Mixture,  and  fometimes 
too  that  which  is  deadly,  Ihould  of  it  lelf, 
like  the  Occur  lion  of  an  Acid,  force  out  its 
Way  wherever  there  is  Room,  and  leave 
behind  in  its  Paffage  many  Marks  of  Ma¬ 
lignity  *,  lo  that  fubterraneous  Animals,  fuch 
as  Moles,  Mice,  Serpents,  Conies,  Foxes, 
Chr.  as  confcious  of  approaching  Mifchief, 
leave  their  Burrows,  and  lie  open  in  the 
Air  which  is  alfo  a  certain  Sign  of  a 
FefHlence  at  Hand :  Hence  alfo  a  ludden 
Death  of  Fifh.  *  and  a  Departure  of  the 

Birds  of  the  Air,  to  fecure  their  Safe- 

* 

ty  in  that  which  is  more  wholefome. 

AFTER  thefe  Obfervations,  it  remains 
to  Ihew  how  the  nitrous  Spirit  frequently 
receives  a  Change  like  to  that  which  may 
be  termed  Corruption,  although  it  is  vul¬ 
garly  accounted  incorruptible  in  it  lelf* 

and 
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and  is  ferviceable  in  Preferring  other  Things 
from  Putrefaction. 

FOR  the  Solution  of  this  uncommon 
Difficulty,  it  is  to  be  taken  Notice,  that 
Corruption  here  is  not  in  that  Senfe  RrlCHy 
as  when  it  is  the  Produce  of  Humidity, 
but  fomewhat  more  congruous  to  the  pe¬ 
culiar  Nature  of  a  nitrous  Spirit*,  which 
although  it  cannot,  like  fome  other  Bodies, 
putrifie,  yet  if  it  can  be  changed  from 
its  Nature  and  Figure,  fo  as  not  to  be 
reducible  into  them  again,  it  does  not 
feem  improperly  laid  that  fuch  a  Change 
is  equivalent  to  Corruption,  its  Vitality  or 
Eifence  being  defrayed,  and  a  new  Tex¬ 
ture  being  obtained.  And  this  1  fhall  fur¬ 
ther  endeavour  to  illuftrate  by  a  twofold 
Argument. 

FIRST,  It  is  not  at  all  to  be  doubt¬ 
ed,  but  that  what  Art,  which  is  the  Ima- 
tator  of  Nature,  can  do,  may  be  done  by 
the  Efficiency  of  a  more  powerful  Agent  } 
and  the  moft  expert  Chy mills  do  fiew  a 
certain  'Corruption  of  Salt  nor  would  it 
be  any  great  Labour  to  dilcover  here  the 
Method  how  it  is  done,  were  it  not  a 
Crime  to  expofe  the  Secrets  of  Nature  on 
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trilling  Occafions.  But  if  my  Authority  is 
not  fufficient  to  fupport  an  AfTertion  of 
this  Weight,  1  trufi:  no  one  will  re;e£t  the 
Conviction  that  arifes  from  Effects,  and 
therefore  I  fhall  reftrain  the  Proof  hereof 
to  as  ihort  a  Compafs  a§  polhble.  As 
then  it  is  eitablifhed  by  the  concurrent 
Authority  of  Antiquity,  that  Fire,  as  it 
is  an  Element  capable  oi  Degeneration, 
and  feemingly  of  Corruption,  may  increafe 
a  peftilential  Malignity  by  Means  of  its 
gieat  Subtilty,  its  prodigious  Increafe,  and 
fwift  Propagation*,  Qualities  too,  which 
a  Pefxilence  very  much  partakes  of:  That 
which  they  conceited  of  Fire,  feems  to 
me  to  be  applicable  in  a  much  more  phi- 
lofophical  Senfe  to  that  Spirit  we  are 
fpeaking  of,  and  which  fo  nearly  refembles 
it.  1  am  indeed  a  Stranger  to  any  Thing 
in  the  Univerfe  that  makes  fo  fwift  a  Pro- 
grefs  as  a  Peftilence,  and  therefore  the 
infectious  MUflmata  are  in  the  facred  Sen- 
ptures  fly  led  Arrows  that  fly  in  the  Dark , 
and  howfoever  certain  are  their  Strokes 
and  tho’  by  Means  of  their  Finenefs  they 
penetrate  into  the  very  Marrow,  they  yet 
hum  by  their  Subtilty  our  Conceptions. 
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AS  to  the  fpreading  of  a  Contagion 
from  one  to  another,  and  fo  on  to  Thou- 
fands,  there  is  nothing  can  be  poffibly 
more  fwift  in  the  Progrefs  of  Fire  ^  and 
it  exceeds  even  Antimony  in  the  Retention 
of  its  Properties,  though  that  lofes  them 
not  in  a  thoufand  Infufions :  But  the  in- 
Rantaneous  Progrefs  of  this  Enemy  to  Man¬ 
kind  is  bed:  illuftrated  by  the  Rapidity  of 
Light,  which  is  not  greater.  But  more  of 
this  we  pafs  by  till  we  come  profeffedly 
to  fpeak  of  a  Contagion. 

SECONDLY,  The  particular  Nature  of 
the  pefHlential  Miafmata,  may  be  known 
from  their  peculiar  Influence  upon  the 
faline  Particles  in  a  humane  Body  ^  for 
nothing  aTs  with  more  Efficacy  and  Ener¬ 
gy  upon  a  faline  Body,  than  another  par¬ 
taking  of  the  fame  Quality  ^  and  nothing 
*  is  more  plain  than  that  this  nitrous  Spirit 
is  of  more  Efficacy  than  the  Alkahefi  it 
felf,  as  by  it  the  fibrous  Parts  of  the  Blood 
are  immediately  corroded  and  dilTolved  j 
and  therefore  after  dangerous  Hemorrhages, 
very  little  Coagulation  can  be  obtained  in 
the  extravafated  Blood,  utile fs  by  its  be¬ 
ing  expofed  to  the  Cold ;  but  as  often 
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as  that  does  happen,  do  not  we  imme¬ 
diately  find  a  Fixation  of  the  Fluids,  and 
a  certain  Congelation  of  the  Juices,  which 
greatly  retards  their  rapid  Motions,  and 
jfometimes  brings  even  a  total  Stagnation : 
It’s  furthermore  of  confiderable  Importance 
to  our  prefent  Argument,  that  Spafms,  the 
conftant  Attendants  of  a  Plague,  have 
their  Origin  from  an  acrid  vellicating  Salt 
in  the  nervous  Fluid. 

T  O  thefe  it  may  likewife  be  added, 
that  a  PeiHlence  has  a  great  Similitude  to 
a  fcorbutick  Habit,  having  its  Origin  from 
a  fa  line  Conhitution  of  Blood  ;  and  the 
great  Likenefs  there  is  in  many  Circum- 
ftances  of  their  Generation  and  Propaga¬ 
tion,  infomuch  that  after  a  PehPence  is 
with  others  ceafed,  it  will  yet  continue  to 
infeft  fcorbutick  Conffitutions  \  as  hereafter 
will  further  appear  :  From  the  fame  Caufe 
likewife  does  a  peitilential  Contagion  reign 
inoft  in  Maritime  Countries,  and  near  the 
Sea-Coaits  •  becaufe  fuch  a  faline  Difpo- 
fition  does  there  moft  abound  ^  and  the 
Truth  of  this,  the  Maritime  Parts  of  our 
own  Country  do  by  fad  Experience  tod 
much  teftihe* 
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LASTLY,  If  Arguments  taken  to  this 
Purpofe  from  the  Method  of  Cure  were 
valid,  from  thence  it  may  be  gathered, 
that  a  faline  Spirit  hath  a  great  Share  in 
giving  Rife  to  a  Peftilence  j  for  in  our  cu« 
rative  Regards  for  this  Diftemper,  a  skilful 
and  upright  Phyfician  bends  his  whole 
Care  at  firft'to  prevent  its  Attack,  which 
he  does  by  the  Ufe  of  oleaginous  Subffan- 
ces,  by  that  Means  expe&ing  to  cover  over 
the  Stomach  as  it  were  with  a  Plafter,  to 
guard  it  againft  iharp  and  corrofive  Effluvia  - 
the  fame  Intention  is  alfo  purfued  by  Me¬ 
dicines,  in  endeavouring  to  defend  againft 
the  poifonous  Taint,  or  throw  it  out  when 
received  by  Alexlfharmicks  and  Diafho- 
reticks :  For  every  one  who  is  but  tolera¬ 
bly  converfant  in  fuch  P-rafibice,  very  well 
knows  that  the  faline  Particles  are  thrown 
off  this  Way  much  more  effe&ually  than 
/by  any  other  *  and  a  further  Demonftrati- 
on  of  this  Matter  is  alfo,  that  the  Sweat 
of  infetted  Perfons,  as  in  the  late  Sicknefs, 
gives  extream  pungent  Pains  by  its  Acri¬ 
mony  in  its  Exit }  and  that  the  more  brackifti 
Inch  Sweat  comes  out,  the  more  lerviceable 
it  proves  •  whereas  when  it  happened  to  be 

loft 


48  Of  the  Caufe  of  a  Te/lilence, 

foft  and  infipid,  it  was  a  fure  Forerunner  of 
worfe  Symptoms,  and  even  of  Death. 

FURTHERMORE,  as  to  curative 
Intentions,  all  Diligence  was  ufed  to  pre- 
lerve  and  refore  the  internal  Ferments 
from  a  Contagion  *,  and  this  was  chiefly 
done  by  faline  Preparations  of  various 
Kinds,  which  gave  greater  Energy  to  the 
natural  Spiri.s,  fo  as  to  alter  and  renew 
them  by  Means  of  that  Similitude  of  Tex¬ 
ture  and  Conftitution  naturally  between 
them. 

AGAIN,  what  was  excreted  did  greatly 
eflablifh  this  our  Hypothefis}  what  was 
thrown  up  by  hard  Vomiting  difcovered  no¬ 
thing  more  than  a  rancid  Brackilhnefs,  that 
vellicated  the  Stomach  into  Convulfions  by 
its  acrimonious  and  corrofive  Qualities ; 
and  the  frothy  and  fermentative  Nature  of 
what  was  ejected  by  Stool,  fully  fhowed  its 
faline  Mixture :  But  we  flrall  come  more 
fully  to  talk  of  this  hereafter :  To  con¬ 
clude  therefore  this  Controverfie  •  although 
the  Hypothefis  here  laid  down  may  at  firff 
Appearance  feem  new,  yet  it  does  not  fo 
far  differ  from  the  Sentiments  of  the  An¬ 
cients  upon  the  fame  Subject,  as  confirm 

and 
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|  and  explain  what  they  have  faid :  It  comes 
j  dotvn  to  us  for  the  Opinion  of  lome  of 
1  them,  that  a  Putrefaction  of  Choler  in  an 
humane  Body  gives  Rile  to  a  Peftilence 
(  and  of  others,  that  Fire  may  be  fo  cor¬ 
rupted,  as  to  occalion  the  lame;  ivhkt 
therefore  the  former  conceived  of  Choler^ 
and  the  latter  of  Fire,  we  judee  more 
I  jufdly  afcribed  here  to  a  vitiated  faline  Spi¬ 
rit.  But  let iff  we  fhould  too  long  dwell 
upon  this  Argument,  if  it  was  needful  to 
I  recite  all  the  Caufes  enumerated  by  Authors  of 
j  this  Malady,  it  would  be  difficult  to  find 
|  any  one  which  does  not  coincide  with  this 
our  Hyfothefis  ^  fo  that  whofoever  pleafes 
to  be  at  this  Pains,  rauft  either  affiant  with 
us,  or  rejeft  it*  but  he  that  does  not 
like  our  Opinion,  would  do  well  to  ihew 
a  better. 


I  N  the  above  defcribed  Peftilence,  as  in¬ 
deed  in  many  others,  Perfons  frequently 
died,  without  any  proceeding  Symptoms  of 
Horror,  Thirft,  or  concomitant  Fever : 
For  the  Confirmation  of  which,  I  fhall  give 
an  Inftance  or  two  out  of  a  great  many  2 
A  Woman,  who  was  the  only  one  left  alive 
of  the  Family,  and  *yet  to  her  Thinking 
perfectly  well,  perceived  upon  her  Breaft 
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the  peftiiential  Spots,  which  fhe  looking 
upon  to  be  the  fatal  7 'okens,  in  a  very 
fhort  Space  died,  without  feeling  any  other 
Diforder,  or  any  other  Forerunner  of  Deaths 

A  Youth  alfo  of  a  good  Conftitution, 
alter  he  had  found  himfelf  on  a  ludden 
marked  with  the  Tokens  of  the  Contagion, 
believed  at  firft  they  were  not  the  genuine 
Marks,  becaufe  he  found  himfelf  fo  well, 
and  yet  he  was  dead  in  lefs  than  four 
Hours  after,  as  his  Phyfician  had  before 
prognofticated. 

BUT  how  fuddenly  foever  the  Sicknefs 
killed  forne  People,  whether  by  fuddenly 
feizing  the  Brain,  Heart,  Lungs,  or  any 
other  principal  Part,  with  a  deadly  In¬ 
fection,  or  poifoning  the  vital  Spirits  at 
once,  lo  that  no  Appearance  could  be  dif- 
eerned,  even  of  a  lurking  Fever,  yet  for 
the  mofc  Part,  feme  Fever  did  fhew  it 
felf. 

AND  it  cannot  be  thought  ftrange, 
that  moft  who  took  the  Contagion  fhould 
have  a  Fever,  to  thofe  who  cohfider  the 
Nature  of  a  nitrous  Spirit,  efpecially  when 
degenerated,  and  that  from  the  moil  flight 

Caufe' 
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Caufe  it  will  take  Fire,  and  excite  Heat ; 

and  the  Fever  accompanying  this  prelent 

Sicknef's  was  of  the  worft  Kind,  both  on 

'  * 

Account  of  its  State  and  Periods,  fometimes 
imitating  a  Quotidian ,  and  at  others  a 
Tertian }  fometimes  Teeming  to  retreat, 
and  at  others  attacking  again  with  redoubled 
Fury  :  There  was  never  a  total  Collation, 
but  fometimes  a  Remiffion  for  an  Hour  or 
two,  although  every  Exacerbation  was  worfe 
than  the  former  ^  but  this  1  pafs  by  here,; 
having  Occaiion  hereafter  to  enlarge  further 
thereupon. 

A  T  length  therefore,  to  difcharge  my 
Promife  in  giving  a  fhort  Account  of  a 
Contagion,  as  of  a  Difeafe  that  is  commu¬ 
nicable  that  Way  only,  and  killing  molt 
it  feizes,  it  is  to  be  taken  Notice,  that  the 
Infection  of  the  peftilential  Poifon  is  not 
only  tranferrable  from  one  Subject  to  ano¬ 
ther,  either  by  mediate  or  immediate  Con¬ 
tact,  and  exciting  the  fame  Symptoms  *> 
but  all  the  Conditions  likewife  of  its  Ex¬ 
ertion,  are  as  confpicuous  as  the  Noon-day 
Sun  j  wherefore  thole  Arguments  to  prove 
the  pefiilential  Corruption  not  to  arife 
from  Contagion,  are  trifling,  and  not  worth. 
Notice,  as  altogether  difconfohant  to  Rea- 
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fern  and  Experience  and  after  I  have  enu¬ 
merated  the  Conditions  of  a  contagious 
Exertion,  I  doubt  not  but  to  make  this 
Matter  clear  to  every  one. 

I  V 

FOUR  Things  chiefly  are  neceffary  to 
a'  Contagion: 

FIRST,  That  there  is  an  Efflux  of  the 
contagious  Seminium. 

SECONDLY,  That  there  is  a  conve¬ 
nient  Medium  for  the  contagious  Particles 

to  move  through,  and  be  conveyed  by. 

* 

THIRDLY,  A  Fitnefs  in  the  Subject 
to  receive  and  cherifli  the  contagious  Efthc* 
via.  And, 

F OV  RT H  LY,  A  due  Stay  of  this  Se- 
fninium  of  all  which  diftiuTly. 

T  H  E  Quantity  of  Keceifaries  daily 
taken  in  for  Refrefliment  does  evidently 
demonflrate,  that  infenfible  Perfpiratioii  is 
much  larger  than  all  other  Evacuations 
together  :  But  where  a  Peftilence  invades,- 
a  yet  much  greater  Waft  is  made  that 
Way  than  in  a  Time  of  Health,  by  the 

intefline 
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iuteftine  Collufiation  and  Struggle  of  oppo¬ 
site  Principles  in  the  animal  Fluids  ^  this 
is  confirmed  by  the  Obfervation  of  Sancto- 
rms,  who  tells  us,  that  Perfons  taken  with 
a  pehilential  Contagion,  immediately  be¬ 
come  much  lighter,  the  Effluvia  of  their 
Bodies  breaking  through  on  all  Sides  with 
Rapidity  for  fuch  is  the  Energy  of  the 
peftilential  Taint,  that  it  immediately  lub- 
tilizes  more  thick  Subfcances,  and  gives 
them  fuch  a  Sharpnels,  as  to  cut  their 
Way  like  fo  many  Needles,  or  Wedges, 
and  very  often  carry  along  with  them 
thofe  natural  Spirits  which  fliould  be  a 
Prefervative  to  the  whole  Frame:  Hence 
fometimes  follow  Swoonings  and  Paintings 
that  are  fatal,  and  which  are  certain  Indicati¬ 
ons  of  that  WTaii  of  Spirits  that  hath  been 
made  by  the  pefHiential  Poifon. 

HENCE  moreover  it  appears,  of  what 
a  diffufed  Nature  this  Contagion  may  be 
*of,  by  the  great  Plenty  that  tranfpires  from 
an  inferred  Peribn:,  and  which  Steam  a- 
lone,  as  it  is  lufficient  to  communicate  the 
Infeflion,  fo  it  is  alfo  capable  of  vafl:  Di¬ 
latation  and  Diffufion  *  not  much  unlike 
the  Snuff  of  a  Candle,  which  not  only 
emits  a  great  deal  of  Smoak,  but  carries 
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a  confiderable  Stench  along  with  it  into 
very  diftant  Parts.  v 

SECO  N D  LTj  A  fit  Medium  is  very 
conducive  to  the  Propagation  of  the  Plague  • 
for  according  to  the  Difpofition  of  that, 
in  being  more  or  lefs  open  or  confined,  is 
the  Infedion  fooner  or  flower  communica¬ 
ted:  Nor  is  there  any  Doubt,  but  that 
the  Air  is  this  fit  Medium ,  and  whofe 
Pores,  altho’  very  minute,  are  .readily  filled 
with  it  \  and  therein  the  noxious  Effluvia 
lodge  fecurely,  unlefs  expelled  by  any  ex¬ 
ternal  Force. 

THE  Air  is  moreover  the  more  con- 
venient  Recepticie  and  Conveyance  of  this 
peftiiential  Poifon,  on  account  of  that  ni¬ 
trous  Spirit  with  which  it  abounds  hence 
it  more  eafily  receives  the  poifonous  .Jura7 
and  faithfully  prefer ves  it  as  in  a  proper 
Confervatory,  and  ’on  this  Account  the  per¬ 
nicious  Qualities,  (unlefs  firft  deftroyed  by 
fome  uncommon  Power)  fooner  reach  any 
Subjed  to  ad  upon,  and  float  about  in 
Readinefs  for  Deft  rud  Ion  :  Sometimes  alfp 
the  peftiiential  Mi df mat  a  may  be  broke  and 
deftroyed  by  the  Occurfion  of  others,- 

with- 
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without  any  Perception  of  either  having 
been  in  this  Medium. 

HENCE  it  is  ftrongly  conjectu¬ 
red  how  the  pehilential  Seminium  comes 
to  be  hid  fo  fecretly  in  the  Porofxties  of 
the  Air,  fo  as  to  be  conveyed  from  one 
Country  to  another,  and  to  travel  unper¬ 
ceived  into  very  diftant  Regions.  Further^ 
as  this  Medium  is  more  hill,  it  is  fo  much 
the  more  capable  to  receive  the  peftilential 
Infection  ^  whereupon  Places  that  are  clofe, 
confined,  and  dark,  as  Pr lions,  and  Houfes 
in  Vallies,  are  much  more  liable  to  Conta¬ 
gion,  than  Situations  upon  Eminencies, 
where  the  Air  is  frequently  agitated  by 
Winds  ^  for  the  malignant  Effluvia  cannot 
fo  well  fix  in  an  Air  io  tumnltuoufly 
hurried  about and  they  are  likewife  ren- 
dred  lefs  hurtful  by  a  continual  Mixture 
of  freih  Air  with  them. 

H I R  D  LY}  A  fuitable  Difpofition  of 
the  SubjeT  is  very  neceffary  for  the  Re¬ 
ception  of  the  peftilential  Taint  3  and  this 
Difpofition  refpefts  either  forne  Fitnefs  in 
the  Pores  of  the  Body,  or  a  long  Accu¬ 
mulation  of  diftempered  Humours,  The 
more  open  the  Pores  are,  and  the  wider. 
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fjy  fo  much  the  more  eafily  will  the  In¬ 
fection  penetrate  into  the  Body  •  and  the 
more  conftringed  they  are,  the  better  Se¬ 
curity  is  there  againft  it,  infomuch  that 
hardly  by  any  other  Means  can  it  enter. 

A  Turgefcency  of  bad  Humours  greatly 
facilitates  the  Plague’s  Admiffion  into  any 
Perfon,  whether  liich  a  morbid  Conftitution 
arifes  from  the  Suppreiiion  of  ufual  Eva¬ 
cuations,  or  from  an  erroneous  Ufe  of  the 
Non-naturals ,  and  mo  ft  of  all,  a  Load  of 
bad  Humours  from  an  Excefs  or  a  Surfeit, 
leaves  ib  great  a  Similitude  to  the  pefti- 
lential  Poifon,  as  greatly  to  encourage  its 
Admiffion.  But  befides  thefe  Difpofitions 
of  the  SubjeCf,  it  is  much  to  the  Purpofe 
to  fuggeft  this  following  Obfervation  •  That 
the  Plague  is  fometimes  fo  much  heredi¬ 
tary,  and  influenced  by  a  ferninal  Taint 
that  in  a  common  Contagion  it  ihail  exert 
it  felf  in  feme  much  after  the  fame  Manner 
upon  Children,  as  in  their  Parents  ;  as  in  the 

Rmail-Pox,  und  other  Affections  of  like  Na- 

•  .  •  -* 

fure. 

FO  V  R  T HL  Tj  It  is  neceflary  that  there 
fhould  be  a  continual  Lodgment  of  the 
jjcftilential  Poifon  3  for  if  the  noxious  Steams 


were 
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were  blown  away  as  foon  as  received,  there 
would  be  but  little  Mifchief  done-  but 
thofe  which  meet  with  any  glutinous  Mat¬ 
ter,  and  a  certain  Lentor  from  the  Vifcidity 
of  the  Humours,  with  which  they  lie  en¬ 
tangled,  until  they  are  carried  through 
the  larger  Velfels  with  the  Blood,  be¬ 
gin  to  fufe  and  taint  all  the  animal 
Juices  •  and  thus  the  pefiiferous  Miafmata 
having  got  Poffeflion,  are  able  to  fubvert 
the  whole  Machine,  and  bring  all  into 
Confufion,  without  requiring  any  long  Stay 
to  execute  their  pernicious  EffeHs •  for 
as  foon  as  they  once  find  a  vifcid  and 
tenacious  Subfiance,  they  eagerly  join  with 
it,  and  are  with  great  Difficulty  to 
•  be  extricated.  Yet  notwithstanding  it  is 
generally  thus,  I  have  fometimes  found 
Infiances  of  a  longer  Stay  of  the  pefii- 
lential  Poiion  before  its  Exertion,  where 
the  Symptoms  of  Infedion  have  not  ap¬ 
peared  until  a  fit  Time  of  Maturity  for 
.  Eruption  into  AHion  *  and  for  the  Confir¬ 
mation  oi  which,  feveral  Infiances  might 
be  produced  were  it  controverted  ^  I  have 
known  many  go  into  the  Country  after 
Intercouries  with  the  inreTed,  and  keen 
well  for  a  Month  or  two,  when  the  Erie- 
my  that  nas  lay  hid  fo  long,  rulhed  out 
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of  its  FaftnefTes,  and  by  its  Fury  lufficient- 
ly  compenlated  its  foregoing  Delays  •  and 
this  Eruption  fooner  might  very  probably 
have  been  hundred,  partly  by  the  Vifcidity 
of  the  Humours  entangling  the  peftilential 
Miafmata ,  and  partly  from  an  over-powerful 
balfamick  Quality,  natural  to  a  good  Blood, 
and  to  a  Plenty  and  Vigour  of  animal  Spirit  •, 
but  as  I  would  not  be  tedious  upon  Things 
fo  very  obvious,  this  ihall  fuffice  concerning 
a  Contagion. 

BESIDES  the  Caufes  already  recited, 
there  may  be  others  alfb  worth  Confidera- 
tion,  viz,,  the  eating  corrupted,  or  rotten 
Flelh  ^  and  it  is  not  at  all  foreign  to  our 
Purpofe  here  to  take  Notice,  that  on  the 
Year  before  the  late  peftilential  Sicknefs, 
there  was  a  great  Mortality  among#  the 
Cattel,  from  a  very  wet  Autumn,  whereby 
their  Carcafes  were  fold  among#  the  ordi¬ 
nary  People  at  a  very  mean  Pricey  and  a 
great  deal  of  putrid  Humours  in  all  like¬ 
lihood  produced  from  thence :  And  this, 
in  the  Opinion  of  many,  was  the  Source  of 
our  la#  Calamities  ^  and  many  knowing 
Perfons  afcribe  the  Peflilence  to  this  Ori¬ 
gin,  as  the  morbid  Difpofition  which  fuch 
a  Feeding  muft  needs  fubjeft  the  People, 

could 


and  a  Contagion. 

could  not  but  facilitate  both  the  Infection 
and  Progrefs  of  that  fatal  Deftroyer. 

T  O  this  I  do  not  deny,  but  that  the 
common  People,  who  fed  upon  iiich  a  Diet 
even  to  Gluttony,  might  treafure  up  Mat¬ 
ter  enough  for  fo  deadly  an  Impreilion, 
and  with  which  the  Plague  might  naturally 
enough  go  into  a  Co-operation ;  but  fuch 
Provifion,  although  very  much  corrupt,  and 
liable  thereby  to  excite  Symptoms  like  to 
thofe  in  a  PeEilence  *,  yet  they  were  not  in 
Plenty  enough  to  fupply  the  whole  Market  * 
and  therefore  a  Caufe  fo  private  and  par¬ 
ticular,  could  not  be  fuppofed  to  extend  to 
fo  univerfal  an  EffeCh 

HENCE  it  is  further  manifeft,  that 
a  corrupt  Diet  can  do  no  more  in  giving  a 
pefHlential  Impreffion,  than  a  good  one  can 
in  removing  it  ^  and  therefore,  not  to  dwell 
too  long  upon  this  Matter,  it  is  my  Opi¬ 
nion  that  fuch  a  Way  of  Living  may  raife 
the  Humours  *  to  a  Degree  of  Putrefaction, 
as  brings  Fevers  very  malignant,  and  caufes 
epidemical  Difeales,  bqt  not  a  true  Peiti- 
lence. 
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AND  the  Conjecture  that  a  Sicknefs  a- 
mongft  Cattle  is  transferrable  to  the  humane 
Species,  hath  not  yet  appeared  on  any 
good  Foundation  ^  but  to  remove  this 
Difficulty,  no  one  doubts  but  that  a 
Plague  amongft  Cattle,  from  fome  com¬ 
mon  Caufe,  as  a  Corruption  of  the  aerial 
Nitre,  and  which  differs  from  a  Plague 
amongft  Men  but  in  Degree,  may  alfo 
be  tranfmitted  to  the  humane  Species  * 
that  is,  a  feebler  Degree  of  Poifon,  a*nd 
a  milder  Aura ,  may  taint  the  Herbage, 
than  that  which  is  fufficient  to  deffroy 
the  firmer  Conftitution  of  Animals }  befides 
which,  from  the  Diverfity  in  the  Pores  of 
Brutes,  and  their  different  Conftitutions, 
and  the  Fortitude  in  the  Spirit  of  a  Man, 
I  cannot  be  induced  to  believe  that  the 
Peftilence  amongff  Cattle  from  a  private 
Caufe,  can  ever  obtain  any  Dominion  over 
Mankind.  Thefe  Stories  therefore  have  no 
Weight  with  me,  that  a  certain  Leech, 
upon  opening  an  Horfe,  that  with  a  great 
many  others  had  died  of  fome  common 
Diitemper,  in  Order  to  know  what  it  was, 
auci  finding  certain  peflilential  'Tokens  upon 
his  Inwards,  both  the  Matter  and  the  Fa¬ 
mily  Toon  died  of  the  Infection :  which 
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yet  went  no  further  than  that  Family,  but 
expired  with  them. 

DURING  the  late  Plague  likewife  at 
London ,  a  Citizen  travelling  into  the  Coun¬ 
try,  found  his  Horfe  of  a  fudden  to  tire 
and  fall  down,  whereupon  he  opened  his 
Mouth  to  find  out  if  poiiible  the  Caufe  of 
lb  fudden  a  Change  ^  when  the  good  Man, 
upon  Reteipt  of  the  Horfe’s  Breath  upon 
him,  immediately  grew  lick,  and  died  in  two 
Days  Time. 

BUT  thefe  and  the  like  Instances  cer¬ 
tainly  tend  to  prove  no  more  than  that 
there  may  be  Conftitutions  and  malignant 
Steams,  which,  by  agitating  the  Mafs  of 
Humours,  may  excite  putrid  and  irregular 
Orgafms,  wherein  the  Juices  and  Animal 
Fluids,  according  to  the  Quantity  and  Pre¬ 
valency  of  the  Biftemperature,  and  the 
Variety  of  the  infufed  Taint,  with  the 
Diverfity  of  Putrefaction,  goes  into  Corru¬ 
ption  but  the  forementioned  Tranfpian- 
tation  of  the  Plague  does  not  happen  but 
where  there  is  a  fuitable  Predifpofition  of 
Humours  to  admit  it,  as  its  Caufe  is  not 
genera L 


MORE- 


6 1  Of  the  Caufe  of  a  tPeflilence, 


MOREOVER,  although  the  Intem¬ 
perature  of  the  Year,  fudden  Change  of 
Air,  Suppreffion  of  ufiial  Evacuation,  ■  Di¬ 
minution  of  Perfpiration,  Drunkennefs,  Ve- 
nery,  and  Paffions  of  the  Mind,  efpecially 
Anger  and  Fear,  are  juftly  reckoned  a- 
mongff  the  remote  Caufes  of  a  Pehilence ; 
yet  they  regard  rather  the  Invafion  of  it, 
than  its  Origin*,  ,but  of  this  we  ffiall  fay 
more  hereafter.  As  to  the  abovementioned 
Pa.ffi.ons,  it  is  aimed:  incredible  how  fome, 
at  the  Height  of  the  Infe&ion,  would  from 
a  very  flight  Caufe  kindle  into  the  utmoff 
Rase  and  rave  at  one  another  like  meer 
Scolds,  until  Death  parted  their  Conten¬ 
tions. 

hv  O  R  does  Fear  or  Sorrow  lefs  prepare 
the  Way  for  the  Infeftion,  by  deadning 
the  Fancy  and  Memory,  by  Suffocating  the 
Spirits,  Suppreffing  the  natural  Heat,  break¬ 
ing  the  Conftitution,  and  Promoting  Malig¬ 
nity  :  We  have  manifold  Inftances  of  this 
kind  in  Readmefs  ;  but  if,  as  fome  do,  we 
fhould  be  prolix  in  the  Enumeration  of 
Things  that  want  not  Proof,  the  Reader 
would  be  quite  tired  with  needlefs  Stories. 
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|  BUT  now  it  may  be  convenient  to  add 
:j  a  few  Remarks  concerning  the  Tranflation 
(  of  a  PefHlence  from  an  hot  Country  to  a 
:  cold  one  *,  for  according  to  the  different 
|  Effefts  of  Heat  and  Cold,  the  one  atte- 
i  gating  and  rarefying,  the  other  condenfing 
and  conflipating,  the  peftilentiai  Venom  is 
;l  ffrangely  altered,  infomuch  that  in  a  Thing 
|  obvious,  there  does  not  require  much  to 
j  be  faid :  Every  Thing  of  this  kind  pro- 
jl  digioufly  fpreads  in  hot  Climates,  as  being 
|  more  fubtile  -than  even  the  Air  it  felf* 

7 

I:  though  the  fame  in  the  Northern  Countries 
i  is  more  refrained,  and  confined  in  Faft- 
;  neifes  it  cannot  efcape  from  •  and  from  hence 
!.  the  Reafon  is  very  obvious  why  there  is  fo 
i  much  Difference  between  the  Difeafes  of 
|  different  Climates,  which  would  be  too  te- 
1  dious  for  us  here  to  go  into. 

I  '  ; 

*  T  O  come  nearer  therefore  to  our  Buff 
i  nefs  “  the  fame  Affeflions  that  in  ar i  hot 
-  Country  heat  the  Blood  and  other  juices, 

)|  lb  as  in  a  great  Meafure  to  put  them  into 
.  Fufion,  when  tranflated  into  the  contrary 
.  Extieam  may  give  contrary  Properties  to 
'  ^be  fame  Fluids,  and  e  contra  y  and  this 
S  might  he  dernoi  iff  rated  by  innumerable 

Expe- 
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Experiments,  were  there  any  Doubt  about 
it. 


I  T  being  then  granted,  that  this  Plague 
firft  was  brought  from  Africa.,  or  Afia,  to 
Holland ,  and  from  thence  into  Britain,  every 
one  may  eafily  conjecture,  how  much  Al¬ 
teration  it  mu  ft  undergo  in  fuch  a  Travel,- 
from  a  hot  and  dry  Climate,  into  a  moift 
and  cold  one,  not  fo  much  in  its  own  Na¬ 
ture,  as  from  the  Vehicle  of  Air  which 
conveyed  it,  and  thereby  producing  diffe¬ 
rent  Degrees  of  Infection,  arid  Series  of 
Symptoms :  But  this  Variation  would  be 
moft  difcernable  in  the  Complication  of 
the  peftilential  Seminium ,  with  the  particu¬ 
lar  Difeafes  of  each  Country,  and  thole 
which  are  as  it  were  peculiar  to  them : 
This  in  our  Cafe  is  very  well  worth  No¬ 
tice,  for  in  Holland ,  Where  the  Scurvy  ex- 
treamly  reigns,  and  therefore,  for  Rreafons 
before  given,  moft  liable  to  a  peftilential 
Infefrion,  it  obtained  only  as  a  more  ag¬ 
gravated  Scurvy ,  as  ftiall  hereafter  be  fur¬ 
ther  remarked. 

A  S  for  that  Opinion  off  the  famous. 
Kircher ,  about  animated  Worms,  I  muft 
cdhfefs  I  never  could  come  at  any  fuch 

Dif- 
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?  Difcovery  with  the  Help  of  the  beft  G lattes., 
2ior  ever  found  the  fame  difcovered  by  any 
;  other }  but  perhaps  in  our  cloudy  Ifland 
we  are  not  fo  fharp-fighted  as  in  the  fe- 
;;  rene  Air  of  Italy ;  and  with  Submiffion  to 
fo  great  a  Name,  it  feems  to  me  very 
i  difconfonant  to  Reafbn,  that  fuch  a  pefti- 
i  lential  Seminiumy  which  is  both  of  a  nitrous 

and  poifbnous  Nature,  fhould  produce  a 
!  living  Creature. 


AS  in  putrid  Fevers,  fo  in  a  Peftilence, 
j  Malignity  is  a  Deftroyer  of  Infects,  and 
i  frightens  them  away  as  it  were  alive,  fo 
J  far  is  it  from  giving  Birth  to  them  -y  in- 
i!  deed  in  fome  malignant  Ulcers  and  Can- 
i  cers,  and  in  the  Blood  of  fome  People, 
ifometimes  animalcula  are  found  •  but  this  is 
jrather  to  be  looked  upon  as  the  Effe£t  of 
“fome  Fault  in  the  nutritious  Juice,  than 
dhe  Produce  of  any  Poifbn ;  and  therefore 
sthey  are  not  to  be  accounted  amongft  the 
iCaules  of  a  Peftilence. 


F 
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SECTION  III. 

Of  the  primary  Seat  of  a  Pefl Hence  ;  where  $ 
by  the  Way,  ts  confide? ed  the  Nature  of 
the  Spirits ,  and  their  Infection  in  an 
humane  Body  from  Poifon . 

IN  Order  to  put  an  End  to  the  Con- 
troverfies  about  the  Seat  of  a  PefHlence, 
which  have  from  Antiquity  even  to  this 
Day  been  warmly  maintained,  many  Au¬ 
thors  putting  the  Heart  for  the  Principle 
of  Life  and  Death,  home  the  Brain,  and 
others  the  Stomach,  Lungs,  or  Liver :  It 
will  be  neceffary  here  to  difcover  the  im¬ 
mediate  Refidence  of  the  peffllentiai  Semi- 
rtium :  S:nce  therefore  the  above-mentioned 
Aura ,  according  to  Hypothefis,  is  very 
fubtile  and  fpirituous,  for  that  Reafon  there 
mud  neceharily  be  fbme  conformable  Pro¬ 
perty  in  the  Matter  which  is  fit  to  receive 
it  \  as  therefore  there  is  not  in  the  whole 
humane  Machine  any  Subject  more  appo- 
fite,  and  capable  of  its  Union,  than  the  ani¬ 
mal  spirits,  we  muit  fix  its  Refidence  there. 
But  becaufe  I  am  fenfible  what  jObjefl ions 
this  Opinion  lies  open  to,  with  Lome  Per¬ 
sons,  who  may  not  conceive  how  an  im¬ 
mediate 
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mediate  Inferior*  of  the  Spirits  is  commu¬ 
nicable  to  the  Vifcera ,  and  all  Parts  of 
the  Body,  it  will  be  necefifary  to  go  thro7 
I  this  Matter  in  a  very  particular  Manner,  by 
enquiring  • 


FIRST \  What  are  the  Spirits  concern- 
:  ing  which  we  are  here  fpeaking  ? 

S  ECO  N  D  LYj  What  is  that  Difpofition 
i  of  Spirits  which  makes  them  fit  to  receive 
!  the  peflilential  Imprefiion  ?  And, 


THIRDLY^  After  what  Manner  the 
vitiated  Spirits  can  affeft  the  whole  Body 

I  with  Diforders? 

T  O  this  Purpofe  we  mufi:  know,  that 
the  Spirits  are  the  moft  thin  and  tub- 
tile  Particles  of  the  Aliment  and  other 
Juices,  raifed  to  the  utmoft  Perfection  and 

1  Volatility  by  the  innate  Heat,  and  the 
nitro -aerial  Spirit,  to  ferve  in  the  Opera- 

I  b  v.  ,  i 

)  tions  of  the  Mind,  and  all  the  Purpofes  of 
the  animal  O Economy.. 

THE  Matter  whence  the  Spirits  are 
I  generated  is  the  Chyle  ^  and  their  Reftaura- 
!■  tion,  Confirmation,  and  Vigour,  are  from  the 

i!  F  i  1  Re- 
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Recruits  of  Food  ;  as  is  their  Languor,  Pro¬ 
bation,  and  utter  Extinction,  From  the 
Want  of  it;  fo  that  howfoever  they  were 
firli  generated  in  the  original,  they  owe 
their  Confervation  and  Vitality  to  the  Nou- 
rilhment  continually  brought  in;  and  al¬ 
though  in  a  State  of  perfect  Health  they 
are  never  changed  by  that,  yet  they  con¬ 
tinually  a£l  upon  that  after  various  Ways, 
bringing  it  from  a  crude,  recrementicious 
State,  into  a  noble  Juice, -or  rich  fpiritual 
Balfam,  retaining  its  ideal  Character :  And 
hence  it  comes  about,  that  although  there 
is  a  daily  Wafte  of  Spirits,  yet  there  is  no 
Want,  becaufe  Nature  is  continually,  while 
Things  are  in  Health,  making  more;  in- 
lomuch  that  after  a  due  Conhitution  of 
Spirits  is  obtained,  they  of  themfelves  are 
the  main  Efficients  in  making  more,  as  one 
Light  is  kindled  by  another,  and  as  the 
Blood  it  fe If  is  the  chief  Inftrumerit  in 
Sanguification,  or  making  more  Blood. 

i 

IT  is  a  Matter  indeed  of  much  more 
Difficulty  to  determine,  how  Particles  from 
a  grofs  Origin,  fliould  be  railed  to  fb  great 
F oiatility  and  Finenefs  ;  but  this  is  very 
certain,  that  when  they  are  elaborated  in 
the  molt  perfect  Manner,  they  exceed  even 

the 
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the  Light  and  Activity  of  the  Sun-Beams  ^ 
i  and  the  brighter  and  more  aCtive  they  are, 
!  the  better  do  they  perform  their  Offices 
in  the  O Economy,  as  from  their  Efficiency 
;  is  procured  a  State  of  Health  and  Vigour 
both  in  Body  and  Mind. 


I T  is  of  no  great  Moment  to  enquire, 

|  what  Quantity  of  Spirit  is  neceffary  for 
;  the  Confervation  and  Support  of  an  humane 
i  Body,  fo  that  we  do  but  know  they  par- 
I  take  of  the  Source  from  whence  they  are 
!j  generated,  infomuch  that  they  are  more 
:  or  lefs  perfect,  according  to  the  greater  or 
\  leffer  Degree  of  Purity  in  their  productive 
l  Juices, 

BUT  I  muff  here  acknowledge  my  felf 
3  diffident  in  that  Opinion  of  the  Spirits  be¬ 
ing  prepared  of  a  different  Nature  for  par- 

Iticular  Parts,  for  according  to  the  Influen¬ 
ces  of  the  Mind,  and  the  Contiguity,  Recti¬ 
tude,  or  Confent  of  the  Veffels,  they  are 
by  a  voluntary  Aft  determined  the  fame 
into  this  or  that  Limb  or  Part :  Which 
is  manifeft  enough  in  the  Prick  of  a  Needle, 
or  a  venomous  Bite,  from  the  great  Afflux 
|  ence  of  Spirits  to  that  Part  I  have  there¬ 
fore  no  Notion  of  a  continued  Emanation 
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of  Spirits,  but  that  on  fiich  Occasions  they 
are  called,  by  the  Senfation  upon  the  af- 
fe&ed  Part,  from  the  nervous  Origin  where 
they  are  elaborated. 

SECO  NZ>  LT,  It  fometimes  happens 
that  the  Spirits  degenerate  from  their  native 
Purity ;  as  alfo  at  others,  that  they  prove 
abortive,  in  not  arriving  to  their  utmofl 
Maturity,  whereby  they  lie  more  open  to 
foreign  Impreihons  of  Diftemperature. 

BUT  when  the  Juices,  or  common 
Froniptuary  from  whence  the  Spirits  are 
generated,  is  not  uniform,  genuine,  and  per¬ 
fect  iri  kind,  it  is  impoilible  that  Spirits 
fhould  be  made  from  it  in  any  tolerable 
Perfeftion  *  for  one  may  as  well  pretend 
to  waih  a  Brick,  or  draw  clear  Water  from 
a  foul  Spring,  as  expe£t  pure  and  natural 
Spirits  from  a  corrupt  and  vitiated  Chyle; 
although  even  when  the  Chyle  is  in  right 
Order,  there  may  various  Errors  happen 
in  the  Generation  of  Spirits  ;  as  from  too 
great  an  Heat,  agitating  the  Blood  in  a 
preternatural  Manner,  or  from  an  imperfeft 
or  unequal  Separation  of  Particles,  or  from 
too  much  Cold  caufing  an  Intermixture  of 
Crudities ;  apd  again,  although  the  Spirits 


are 
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are  duly  elaborated,  yet  they  may  run  into 
irregular  Motions,  and  be  the  Occalion  of 
many  Diforders  :  But  what  is  moft  to  the 
Purpofe,  they  may  lometimes  alfio  receive 
a  Taint  from  external  Impreffions. 

^V.  - .  C  ,  -  *  .  .•  •  •  •  X  .  r  •'  rt  :  rj '  y  '  ■-  -  *  r  -nsA  «• 

i  4  '  •  v»  4.  :  i  \  W  I  :  :  '  -  ..  «  •  '  v  * 

AND  this  Aptitude,  or  Propenfity  of 
the  Spirits  to  receive  a  peftilential  Taint, 
is  manifeft  from  their  fiery,  or  rather  faline 
Nature  *,  and  on  Account  of  that  Subtilty 
which  they  acquire  thereby,  do  they  more 
naturally  attrafl  the  contagious  Aura,  than 
Bodies  more  grofs  and  heavy :  For  as 
thefe  Spirits,  as  before  obferved,  are  nitrous, 
and  inflammable,  by  their  Similitude  to  a 
pelfilential  Aura,  they  not  only  are  fitted 
to  receive,  but  even  attraft  it,  and  pro¬ 
voke  it  into  Union  •  as  the  Snuff  of  a  Can¬ 
dle  jufb  blown  out,  if  it  is  not  too  fiir  off, 
will,  by  an  Affinity  of  Qualities,  be  fooii 
rekindled  by  another  lighted  one  at  fome 
Dihance  *,  and  how  much  foever  the  poi- 
.  fonous  Qualities  of  the  peftilential  Effluvia 
may  be  deftru&ive  to  the  animal  Spirits, 
yet  there  is  nothing  more  certain,  than 
that  their  Taint  is  very  eafily  impreffed 
upon  them. 


AFTER 
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AFTER  the  peftilential  Poifon  is  thus 
received  by  the  Spirits,  it  is  impoflible  to 
exprefs  the  fatal  Confequences,  and  the 
cruel  Havock  that  is  made  in  the  whole 
OEconomy  *,  for  the  lame  Inftruments  which 
before  were  aery,  lucid,  and  like  the  Rays  of 
the  Sun,  immediately  become  vapid,  dark, 
and  ufelefs,  neither  able  to  invigorate  the 
Conftitution,  nor  defend  it  again#  the 
Contagion. 

> 

„  THIRDLY,  Having  briefly  palled  over 
thefe  Matters,  it  remains  that  we  ihew  by 
what  Steps  the  humane  Frame  comes  to 
be  disordered  by  this  peftilential  Invaflon^ 
and  in  Order  to  this,  I  know  not  a  more 
fatal  Circumftance  in  Nature,  than  to  have 
the  very  Guards  and  tutelary  Prefervers  qf 
Life  turn,  as  it  were,  Deferters  and  Be¬ 
trayers.  For  there  is  nothing  more  mani- 
feft,  than  that  the  whole  Compage,  and 
its  leveral  Parts,  run  into  Decay  as  foon 
as  the  peftilential  Taint  takes  Place  fox 
immediately  upon  the  firft  Seizure,  the 
whole  Effort  pf  Nature,  as  at  Rome  when 
Hannibal  was  at  their  Gates,  is  recolle&ed 
again#  the  Enemy,  as  fenftble  that  all  is 
at  Stake,  but  being  unequal  to  the  Conflift, 

they 
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they  retreat,  and  are  taken  Prifoners,  leav¬ 
ing  the  whole  Body  defencelefs.  Hence 
the  Infedion  runs  through  all  the  Blood, 
whereby  the  Heart  and  Lungs  are  princi¬ 
pal  Sufferers.  Hence  follows  fuch  a  Cor¬ 
ruption  of  the  nutritive  Fluids,  that  the 
whole  nervous  Syftem  is  didurbed,  the  burn¬ 
ing  Heat  of  the  Pancreas  produces  the  moft 
extream  Sicknefs  }  and  hence  follows  fiich 
a  Depravation  of  the  whole  Machine,  that 
all  the  vital  Faculties  ceafe  to  ad,  and 
Death  clofes  the  fatal  Scene, 

t  V 

k.  V«  •  j  Pi "  '  \  ‘a  ,  V--  /  •  '  *  i  -- 

BUT  I  do  not  at  all  fee  how  fuch  a 
noble  Part  as  the  Heart,  fhould  be  firft 
affeded  by  any  particular  fpecifick  Qua- 
lity  in  the  Poifon  of  a  Plague,  more 
than  any  other  ^  as  if  it  was  fo  fpight- 
ful,  as  fome  wouidx  have  it,  to  attack  the 
Principles  of  Life  at  once  j  for  the  Heart 
feems  at  fird  to  be  affeded  chiefly  from 
the  Multiplicity  of  VefTels,  and  the  great 
Crowd  of  Circulation  that  Way,  giving 
Opportunity  for  the  Venom  fooner  to  ar¬ 
rive  thither  ^  concerning  which  we  fhall 
have  Occafion  to  fay  more  under  that 
Head  of  Symptoms. 


UPON 
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UPON  the  ftrong,  prefumptive  Proofs 
therefore  that  the  pefKlential  Poifon  chiefly 
refides  in  the  Spirits,  we  cannot  but  much 
admire  at  the  Weaknefs  of  thole,  who  ex- 
pe£t  to  deteft  its  Nature  and  Caufe  from 
what  they  can  find  on  the  Diffe&ion  of 
morbid  Bodies,  and  fuch  like  Circumftances : 
For  a  very  noted  Perfon,  and  one  of  ex- 
quifite  Skill  in  Anatomy,  although  he  him- 
felf  at  laft  fell  in  the  general  Calamity, 
affirmed,  that  the  Seat  of  the  lafi:  Peftilence 
was  in  the  extream  Angles  of  the  Tlcxm 

.  *  '  \  r  -•  .  _ 

Choroldesy  towards  the  Cerebellum  y  becaule  he 
had  found  a  fmall  Veficle  there ;  others 
have  obferved  the  Lungs  to  have  been 
marked  with  the  Tokens  of  InfefHon  ;  o- 
thers  report  the  Heart  to  have  been  tume¬ 
fied,  and  burnt  as  it  were  to  a  Coal  * 
whereas  it  is  plain,  that  thefe  Parts  are  only 
lb  many  Fields  of  Battle,  where  the  Spirits 
and  the  InfeEHon  contend  it  with  each  other; 

•  y  7  ,  *  «  • 

Nor  will  any  one,  who  rightly  confiders 
thefe  Things;  wonder,  that  fuch  Marks  of 
Devaluation  fhould  every  where  be  left  by 
fo  cruel  an  Enemy. 

THEREFORE,  although  it  fhould 
be  granted  that  the  rnofl  obvious  and  open 

T  okens 
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Tokens  of  a  Peftilence  are  from  a  fpirittial 
and  an  invifible  Caufe,  and  whole  Effects 
may  perhaps  fometimes  be  laid  open  to 
Sight,  yet  I  have  no  Intention  to  difcourage 
anatomical  DiiTefHons  as  a  needlefs  Trouble, 
for  by  fuch  Light,  Medicine  is  recovered 
from  the  Reproach  of  Conje&ure  *  but 
when  Bodies  are  opened  which  have  been 
deffroyed  by  fuch  fubtile  A  gents  as  here  fpoke 
of,  there  is  no  Confidence  to  be  given 
from  thence  to  the  Nature  of  the  Difeafe  * 
and  thofe  who  have  been  moft  knowing  in 
the  Nature,  Ufe,  and  Diforders  of  the 
Spirits,  very  well  can  direff  how  to  re¬ 
cover  thofe  Diforders,  and  avoid  future 
Inconveniencies  by  immediate  Application 
thereunto, 

AND  Laftly,  to  conclude  this  Doctrine 
concerning  the  Spirits  Infection,  this  irre¬ 
fragable  Argument  may  be  produced  from 
the  Intention  of  Cure  for  I  have  expe- 
*  rienced  by  more  than  a  thoufand  Inftances, 
that  the  more  Cardiack  and  Alexifharmick 
Medicines  are  fubtle  and  fpirituous,  the 
more  certainly  do  they  encounter  the  pe- 
ffilentiai  Poifon  with  Succefs  •  whereas, 
on  the  contrary,  thofe  Medicines  which  are 

coarfer 
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courfer  and  flower  of  Exertion,  do  little 
or  no  Good.  But  this  we  refer  to  the  cu- 
ratiye  Part  hereafter  in  another  Seflion. 

t  *  ■  ■  *  ■ 

•»  •  ;  r  f  T  ■  ,  •  •*  r  •  :•  <*  • 

SECTION  IV. 

Of  the  Complication  of  a  Pejlilence  with 
other  DiJlemperSy  and  particularly  with 
the  Scurvy. 

AS  the  Peftilence  is  the  moft  powerful 
of  all  other  Diftempers,  fo  it  a  lib 
claims  a  particular  Privilege  of  joining  with 
alJ  others;  lo  that  it  does  not  more  ex^ 
cel  in  its  own  Contrariety  and  Antipathy 
to  Nature,  than  it  afferts  a  Prerogative 
over  all  thole  various  Evils  which  the 
humane  Frame  is  fubje&ed  to,  and  draws 
them  into  its  Afliftance  in  exercifing  its 
cnuel  Power  over  Mankind. 

THIS  Affertion  might  be  fupported 
by  a  Multitude  of  Inflances,  if  it  were 
not  for  taking  up  too  much  of  the  Rea¬ 
der’s  Time ;  for  which  Reafon  we  fliall  on¬ 
ly  take  Notice,  that  amongh  all  thole  Di- 
flempers  which  are  thus  inclined  to  join 
their  Forces  with  this  mofi:  powerful  Ene¬ 
my,  £ome  feem  to  have  a  more  particu¬ 
lar 
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lar  Fitnefs  for  fuch  a  Union,  from  a  com¬ 
mon  Affinity  in  the  Nature  of  their  In¬ 
fection,  and  the  Energy  of  their  Poilon. 

ONE  of  the  Fir  ft  of  this  Clafs  is  the 
venereal  Difeafe,  with  which  the  peftilen- 
tial  Venom  does  in  a  very  familiar  Manner 
unite  it  felf.  At  the  firft  breaking  out  in¬ 
deed  of  the  laft  Sicknefs  it  was  given  out 
by  common  Fame,  that  thole  who  were  pre- 
vioufly  infeCted  with  any  foul  Diftemper, 
as  the  Pox  in  particular,  would  be  lecured 
thereby  againft  the  peftilential  Taint:,  but 
wicked  and  impious  was  the  Conlequence 
of  fuch  a  Suggeftion  •  for  many  were 
hereby  encouraged  to  leek  the  moft  lafci- 
vious  and  filthy  Proftitutions,  on  purpole  to 
be  fecur’d  by  one  previous  InfeCtion  againft 
another :  But  belides  the  poifonous  Qua¬ 
lity  peculiar  to  this  nafty  Difeafe,  befides 
that  Expence  of  Spirit  in  the  procuring 
‘it,  and  belides  a  loft  Force  of  the  Con- 
ftitution  thereby,  the  greateft  Aggravation 
to  this  Misfortune  was,  that  the  very  Taint 
which  was  to  defend  againft  another,  had 
it  in  its  Nature  to  be  more  forcibly  at¬ 
tracted  by  it  7  fo  that  the  ralh  Adventurer 
was  foon  brought  to  a  bitter  Repentance 
for  his  Experiment,  by  finking  immediately 

under 
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under  the  peftilential  Contagion  at  its  firfl 
Stroke :  and  it  was  common  to  find  the' 
venereal  Buboes,  by  a  very  eafy  Tranfition, 
changed  into  pefiilential  Carbuncles,  except 

in  a  few  Infiances  where  Nature  found  out 

-  *  . 

an  uncommon  Artifice  againfi  thefe  united 
Powers,  by  endeavouring  an  Eje&ment  of 
their  joint  Malignities  by  Salivation,  where-  - 
by  fome times  the  Patient  was  brought  into 
Pome  Chance  for  his  Life,  both  the  Poifous 
being  in  a  great  Meafure  cafi  61 f  together 
that  Way. 

BUT  here  it  may  not  be  improper 
to  admonifh.  the  young  Phyficians  not  to 
be  too  forward  Imitators  of  Nature  in  fuch 
a  Circumftance  ^  unlefs  they  will  run  the 
fame  Hazard  with  a  certain  Empirick, 
who  crouded  his  Powders  upon  the  Sick 
that  railed  an  untimely  Spitting,  and 
brought  a  great  many  into  a  dangerous 

•  '  l  .  n  -ve  ;  .•  j..  -r 

Condition,  which  by  a  regular  Practice 
might  have  been,  though  with  Difficulty, 
faved. 

-■*■■■  •  "  •  i*  (}  , 

•  f>  >  .  i  ' 

Y  E  T  to  fet  this  whole  Affair  in  a 
clear  Light,  there  is  great  Keafon  to 
fufpeT,  that  in  many  Cafes  Mercury  had 
for  fome  Time  remained  in  the  Body,  which, 

like 
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like  a  Snake  in  the  Graft,  being  railed  by 
the  Peftilential  Infe&ion,  flew  up  into  a 
Salivation  j  for  the  febrile  Heat,  aflifled 
with  Medicines  alfo  of  an  hot  Nature, 
throw  up  th e  Mercury,  which  had  long  lain 
quiet  like  a  Sublimation  j  which  fliould 
be  a  Caution,  not  only  to  young  Phyfici- 
ans,  but  thofe  of  more  handing  in  Pra&ice 
not  to  be  fo  bufle  with  mercurial  Medi¬ 
cines,  to  Children  as  well  as  grown  Per- 
fons,  as  they  are  too  much  apt  to  be ; 
leafl:,  befides  the  Inconveniencies  already 
mentioned,  they  caufe  malignant  Ulcers, 
andRotennefs  upon  the  Bones,  as  it  is  too 
commonly  obferved  to  be  done  in  .  irregular 
Practice,  to  the  irreparable  Detriment  of  the 
Patients. 

*  *  - 

I  am  not  however  ignorant  that  fometimes 
the  Peftilential  Venom  may  tumifie  the  la- 
lival  Glands  without  any  other  Affiftance, 
.and  occafion  Ulcers  in  the  Mouth  as  with 
Mercury  j  for  it  is  a  common  Cafe  in  many 
malignant  Fevers. 

/■(  ,  .  1  ,  ■<  \  -  ■- •  -v  ■  -  V  S 

BUT  it  is  fo  clear  a  Matter  that  the 
Peflilential  and  venereal  Poifons  may  inti¬ 
mately  join  together  by  their  Affinity 
with  one  another,  to  the  great  Detriment 

of 


8o  Of  the  Complication 

df  Mankind,  as  to  want  no  further  Proofs 
to  confirm  it*,  nor  does  their  Opinion  at 
all  obviate  ours,  who  place  the  venereal 
Poilon  in  Humidity,  and  that  of  a  Pefti- 
lence  in  Drynels,  as  long  as  the  Symptoms 
and  Afie&ions  of  both  dilcover  one  com¬ 
mon  Principle,  that  is,  fomewhat  faline* 
but  yet  if  this  ffiould  not  be  granted* 
they  are  naturally  enough  joined  toge¬ 
ther,  by  then; own  Malignity,  and  Deftrutlion 
to  humane  Nature. 

\  }  C,  i  r-  ; 

BUT  the  Affinity  between  a  PefHIence 
and  a  Scurvy  is  not  a  flight,  and  a  fup- 
pofititious  Conjefhire,  but  hrengthened  and 
confirmed  by  a  plain  Union  between  them, 
whereby  they  attack  like  confederate  Troops } 
and  both  confefs  the  fame  Origin,  viz.. 
a  faline  Principle  }  as  is  moft  remarkably 
obvious  in  their  eager  Coalition,  whether 
we  confider  the  forementioned  Tranlplanta- 
tion  of  the  like  Plague  from  Turly  to  Hol- 
land ,  where  their  Alliance  was  firh  formed ; 
Or  whether  we  refled  upon  them  both  as 
Diftempers  equally  epidemical,  which  when 
joined  make  luc'h  cruel  Harvock  amOns;  the 
human  Species  ;  as  neighbouring  Flames  . 
catch  together  from  a  like  Affinity  of 
Parts,  and  burn  with  united  Fury. 


FOR 
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FOR  although  there  is  a  great  Diffe¬ 
rence  in  Salts  of  different  Kinds,  yet  there  is 
;  a  common  Property  among#  them  all,  that 
;  when  joined  together  they  cannot  hardly  by 
i  any  Means  pofiible  be  afterwards  feparated, 
for  which  Reafon,  when  thefe  two  Enemies 
i  of  Mankind  were  joined,  the  complicated 
Evil  was  at  fir#  cuffomarily  diftinguiihed  by 
the  outlandijh  Scurvy ,  which  by  a  confederate 
Power  had  increaled  its  Malignity  to  fo  great 
a  Degree.  But  to  give  fome  apparent  FaCts, 
which  irrefragably  prove  the  natural  Union 
!  between  thefe  two  Origins  of  Mifchiefjit  may 
i  be  proper  to  recite  fome  Symptoms  common 
to  them  both,  and  fir#  of  all  thofe  Spots 
I  which  were  their  certain  Chara&erifticks. 

-  '  •<  t  T 

THE  Spots  of  thofe  in  the  Plague  were 
i  fometimes  fo  numerous,  as  to  cover  all  the 
s  Body,  of  which  we  fhall  fay  more  hereafter  ; 

:i  and  if  we  confider  the  Appearances  and  Con- 
I  ditions  of  the  Spots  in  both,  we  fhall  find  a 
i  very  great  Agreement  ;  the  peftilential 
Spots  fometimes  break  out  broad,  at  other 
Times  more  contrafled,  juft  in  the  fame  Man- 
;  ner  as  it  happens  in  the  Scurvy  •  and  as  to 
their  Duration,  fometimes  they  are  longer 
out,  than  at  others,  in  both  ^  now  alfo,  they 

G  fuddenly 
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fuddenly  appear,  and  then  again  as  fuddenly  • 
turn  in,  and  fbmetimes  remain  out  for  two  or 
three  Days  together  *,  and  their  Likenefs  in 
all  RefpeHs  is  frequently  fb  great,  that  a- 
mongfr  the  ignorant  Kurfes  and  Empiricks, 
fometimes  the  fatal  ' Tokens  of  a  Pehilence 
have  been  miftaken  only  for  Scurvy  Spots : 
As  to  their  Colour  in  a  Plague,  as  well  as  in 
a  Scurvy ,  they  are  fometimes  florid,  refembiing 
frefh  Flea-Bites,  and  at  others  dusky  and  li¬ 
vid  •  and  I  met  with  them  in  a  certain  Youth 
refembiing  Violet  Flowers  painted  all  over 
the  Body  •  and  in  fome  1  have  fee'll  them  al- 
moff  quite  black,  which  are  with  great  Diffi- 
culty  to  be  diftinguified  from  the  true  pefti- 
lential  "Tokens. 


THERE  are  other  Symptoms  alfo  that 
denote  the  Agreement  herein,  fiich  as  large 
Stools  or  a  faline  and  fetid  Nature,  and  which 
are  with  great  Difficulty  retrained  by  the 
mofi  powerful  Medicines  ;  but  if  fiich  a  Flux 
continues,  it  threatens  irretrievable  Injuries, 
as  Corrofion,  Inflammation,  and  fometimes  e- 
ven  Sphacelation  of  the  Bowels,  with  intole¬ 
rable  Gripings,  and  fometimes  Lofs  of  Blood: 
Furthermore,  the  Agreement  that  there  is  be¬ 
tween  the  Ulcers  and  Tumours  of  both,  evi¬ 
dently  demorihrate  the  Affinity  of  both  their 

Ori~ 
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Origins,  as  will  hereafter  more  fully 
in  that  Part  about  their  Cure. 


appear 


T  H  E  PefHlence  likewife  fiiews  its  Affini- 
1  ty  with  the  Scurvy,  by  leaving  behind  it  a 
I  fcorbutick  Habit,  even  where  a  Perfon  was 
i  not  given  to  it  in  the  leaft  before  ;  and  it  is 
not  indeed  at  all  firange,  that  after  fuch  Dil- 
\  orders,  and  Corruption  of  the  animal  juices, 
j  and  inch  an  Exhalation  or  'Suffocation  of  fub- 
:  tile  and  fpirituous  Particles,  an  Habit  fhould 
!  be  confirmed,  that  can  be  removed  but  by  the 
J  generous  Remedies,  and  the  mofr  pew¬ 
it  erful  yintifeorbuticks. 


I  T  remains  now  briefly  to  enquire,  wile¬ 
s'  ther  a  Peftilence  coming  upon  another  Bif- 
J  eafe,  in  any  Inflances  proves  of  Service :  and 
]  this  I  ilia  11  difpatch  in  two  Hifiories  of  Cafes, 
one  in  a  Consumption,  and  the  other  in  the 


i 


Ki?iy  s-Evil . 


A  Girl  of  fifteen  Years  of  Age  was  fb  ema- 
Iciated,  that  fhe  had  left  little  befides  Skin 
land  Bones,  and  taking  no  Nourifhment  for 
14  Days  together,  flie  was  given  over  as 
gone  ^  but  being  called  to  the  fame  Houfe  to 
fee  her  Mother,  and  two  others  who  had  the 
nfedion,  and  recovered,  the  fame  Diftemper 
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feized,  that  Creature  almoft  half-dead  before, 
whom  alfo  I  then  attended  }  but  Ihe,  who 
juft  before  lay  as  expiring,  feemed  animated 
by  the  feverilh  Heat,  began  to  move  her 
Limbs,  and  with  the  Help  of  Mexifharmick 
Medicines,  although  before  Ipeechlefs,  began 
to  complain  of  painful  Swellings  about  her  • 
but  thole  Buboes,  which  I  fuppofe  would  o- 
therwife  have  broke  out,  for  want  of  Matter 
to  raile  them,  were  diftipated  by  Tranfpira- 
tion  •  fo  that  Die  recovered,  and  in  about  two 
Weeks  alfo  manifeftly  loft  her  former  Diftem-  . 
per,  and  gathered  Flelh  and  Strength. 


ANOTHER  Maid  of  about  1 6  Years 
of:  Age  Lhad  been  fo  fcrofhulous  from  her 
Childhood,  as  to  have  many  indurated  Glands 
remain  after  all  poftible  Means  had  been  uled 
to  diiftpate  them.  She  at  laft  was  feized 
with  the  Contagion,  and  peftilential  Buboes 
rofe  upon  the  ftrumous  Glairs,  which  fuppii- 
rated,  and  let  out  a  great  Quantity  of  Filth* 
and  upon  her  Recovery  from  thence,  her  for¬ 
mer  Diftemper  was  quite  loft. 


SOME  gouty  Perfons  like  wile,  and  others 
accuftomed  to  very  obftinate  Complaints, 
were,  by  a  lucky  Conjunction  with  this  In¬ 
fection..  quite  reftored :  and  indeed  moft  who 

were 
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were  rightly  managed  in  the  Plague,  and  per¬ 
fectly  recovered  of  it,  were  afterwards,  in  ma¬ 
ny  Refpe&s,  better  in  their  Health  than  be¬ 
fore  ;  fo  that  this  terrible  Enemy,  as  it  was 
commonly  fatal,  fo  it  alfo  fometimes  proved 
a  Remedy.  And  thus  much  for  the  Compli¬ 
cation  of  the  Peftilence  with  other  Diftem- 
« 

pers.  We  (hall  now  proceed  to  its  Symptoms. 
SECTION  V. 

Of  the  manifeft  Signs  of  the  late  T  eft  Hence, 

IT  is  altogether  foreign  to  my  Defign  here, 
to  enumerate  all  the  Appearances  that 
;  belong  to  a  peflilential  Confutation,  becaufe  a 
great  deal  may  be  afcribed  to  Phantafie  and 
Conje&ure,  as  the  Influence  of  Comets,  and 
the  Conjpn&ions  of  Planets,  with  others  of 
like  Nature :  For  what  ft range  Notions 
have  been  broached  concerning  this  Contagion, 
which  was  imported  to  us  from  Abroad? 

!  Are  the  Tails  of  Comets  always  armed  with 
peflilential  Arrows?  Or  is  the  Air  the 
more  impure  and  unhealth ful  ?  Had  we  any 
Famine  before  the  laffc  Sicknefs?  Or  had  we 
portentious  fwarms  of  Infefts  like  Clouds  o- 
ver  us  ?  No,  juft  the  contrary,  as  we  before 
obfervedj  all  Things  from  Nature  were 
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promiiing  and  ferene,  and  this  Deffroyer  in¬ 
vaded  us  on  a  fudden  from  flrange  Countries  ? 
it  is  therefore  of  more  Advantage  to  cur  De- 
iign  here,  to  take  all  its  concomitant  Signs 
from  its  manifeil  Effects. 

AND  indeed  there  are  not  many  peculiar 
to  a  peflilential  Fever,  as  that  is  chiefly  a 
Collection  or  an  Epitome  of  all  other  Fevers 
together,  which  in  fuch  a  Confederacy  are  not 
therefore  without  a  tedious  Work  to  be  enu¬ 
merated  in  all  their  Affections  ;  I  fhall  there¬ 
fore  fatisfie  my  felf  with  defcribing  loch  on¬ 
ly  which  are  moll  obvious  to  common  Obfer- 
vation,  and  are  met  with  in  moll  infeded  Per- 
fons :  and  thefe,  for  Method  fake,  1  fhall  di- 
flribute  into  two  Gaffes. 

FIR  ST7  The  manifeil  Signs  of  Infedion. 

SECONDLY  The  Appearances  after 

In  fed  ion. 


BUT  hereunto  I  think  it  neceffary  to  pre- 


niife,  that  a  Pefnlence  puts  on  fom  dimes  one, 
and  at  others,  another  Appearance,  and  fome¬ 
times  even  contrary  ones,  according  to  the 
Confutation  or  Age  of  the  Patient,  the  Sea- 
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]  tempers,  a  faulty  Way  of  Living,  and  the 
different  Means  of  Communication,  both  with 

I  Refped  to  Virulence  and  Degree. 

THE  Symptoms  of  the  firft  Clafs  are 
:!  Horror,  Vomiting,  Delirium,  Dizzinefs, 
ij  Head-acb,  and  Stupefadiom 

'  OF  the  fecond,  a  Fever,  Watching,  Pal- 
i|  pitation  of  the  Heart,  Bleeding  at  Kofe,  and 
■  a  great  Heat  about  the  Precordia . 

j  THE  Signs  more  peculiar  to  a  Peflilence, 

I I  are  thofe  Puffules  which  the  common  People 
\  call  Plains ,  Buboes,  Carbuncles,  Spots,  and 
!  thofe  Marks  called  Tokens  •  of  ail  which 

1 1  difd-ndly. 

!  Ido  not  know  indeed  throughout  the  whole 
I  Compafs  of  Nature  (as  before  it  hath  been 
ij  frequently  hinted)  any  Thing  fo  fubtileas  the 
iii-peftilential  Poifon,  and  what  will  penetrate 
(I  the  Body  with  fo  much  Swiftnefs  and  Secrecy, 

!  infomuch  that  it  is  not  perceived  fometimes 
|  till  long  after  its  Entrance;  what  therefore 
:  ,  is  commonly  Laid  of  its  feofible  Attack,  and 
i'l  that  the  Infeded  feel  its  fir  It  In  ft  It  as  from  a 
si  Hidden  Blow,  is  more  the  Effed  of  a  deluded 
Imagination  and  Conjedure,  than  any  folid 
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jud  gment  ^  as  the  Populace  are  apt  enough 
to  frame  ftrange  Conceits  out  of  their  own 
Heads,  and  what  hath  long  obtained  amongft 
them  is  very  difficult  to  erace. 

WHEN  therefore  fuch  a  kind  of  Peo¬ 
ple  hath  received  the  Notion,  as  was  common 
in  the  late  Sicknefs,  concerning  the  foremen- 
tioned  Manner  of  Infedion,  it  is  no  great 
Wonder  that  others  like  wife  in  general  go  in- 
to  the  Error,  and  take  it  for  granted  that 
this  unmerciful  Deftroyer  makes  its  Seizure 
in  this  violent  Way,  and  therefrom  wait  for 
it  as  for  a  fudden  Stroke. 

ALTHOUGH  lam  not infenfible,  that 
fome  may  have  thus  perceived  its  firft  Im- 
preffion,  upon  taking  in  ungrateful  and  filthy 
Smells*,  for  the  peftilential  Semlnium ,  (as 
before  observed)  when  it  incorporates  with 
other  Bodies  that  are  grofs,  fat,  and  vifeid, 
may  ftrike  the  Organs  of  Senfation  very  mani- 
feftly  at  its  firft  Entrance.  ~  1 

AFTER  the  peftilential  Mlafmata  have 
thus  feized  a  Perfon,  and  the  Spirits  are  over¬ 
come,  the  whole  Mafs  of  Blood,  and  other  a- 
iiimal  Juices,  partake  of  the  Diforder  *,  from 
whence  proceed  Struggles  not  to  be  born,  and 
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a  Train  of  Symptoms,  of  which  quaking  or 
Ihuddering  is  the  chief,  all  of  a  fudden,  with¬ 
out  any  manifeft  Caufe. 

THIS  Symptome  owes  its  Origin  to  the 
Conflift  of  Nature  with  the  infufed  Malignity, 
whofe  Efforts  of  Refinance  excite  a  Senfe  of 
Cold  from  the  pellilential  Seminium  •,  after 
the  fame  Manner  as  Nitre  put  upon  the 
Tongue  excites  the  fame  Senfation  •,  it  is  al- 
fo  to  be  fufpe&ed  that  this  Rigor  may  be  ow¬ 
ing  to  a  Quality  in  the  poifonous  Effluvia  of 
extinguilhing  the  native  Heat :  And  the  Spaf- 
modick  Affedtions  of  the  Nerves  proceed  from 
fait,  (harp,  malignant,  and  heterogeneous  Par¬ 
ticles  rulhing  into  the  fenfible  Fibres,  and 
vellicating  them  into  involuntary  Motions  and 
Switchings. 

THE  greateft  Part  indeed  of  the  Infected 
perceived  this  Horror,  but  fome  of  them 
more  vehemently  than  others  \  but  of  the 
immediate  Impreffion  upon  the  Spirit  there 
is  no  Room  to  doubt,  nor  of  a  confequent  De¬ 
generation  of  the  whole  Mafs  of  Blood  j  al¬ 
though  1  am  fenfible  that  the  Subtilty  of  the 
pellilential  Taint  took  Place  fooner  or  later, 
according  to  the  different  Degrees  of  Strength 
and  Texture  in  the  Body  to  refifi:  it. 
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I  T  is  certain  that  the  fine  and  exquifite 
Contexture  of  the  nervous.  Sy flem,  and  the  A- 
greement  and  Content  of  one  Part  with  ano- 
*  ther,  as  well  as  the  extraordinary  Perfedion 
of  the  Animal  Spirits,  Tet  as  Guards  over  fuch 
fenfible  Parts,  could  not  but  be  affeded  with 
the  Apprehenfions  of  Mi  [chief,  and  fhake  and 
tremble,  and  ufe  their  Efforts  to  throw  off  the 
Danger^  and  indeed  I  take  it  further  to  be 
probable,  that  the  peftilential  Poifon  might 
be  fiiook  by  fuch  Means  out  of  the  Nerves  into 
the  Mufcles,  and  there  caufe  Tention,  Treats 
bling,  Vellication,  Yawning,  Stretching,  and 
all  thofe  other  Concomitants  of  putrid  and 
malignant  Fevers. 

THE  Duration  aifo  of  this  Shuddering 
was  as  uncertain  as  its  Degree,  for  it  went  off 
fometimes  fooner,  and  at  others  later;  fame- 
times  in  half  an  Hour,  and  at  others,  not  till- 
four  or  five  Hours ;  which  difference  I  con- 
jedure  owing  to  the  Quantity  and  Intenfenefs 
of  the  Malignity,  as  to  the  greater  or  leffer 
Struggles  of  Nature 'to  refill  it. 

A  S  foon  as  this  Horror  could  be  faid  to 
terminate,  for  the  moil  commonly  a  Naufe- 
oufnefs  and  Reaching  fucceeded,  from  whence 

there 


of  the  late  ( Veflilence .  9  i 

there  was  fuch  aa  exceffive  Loathing  of  Food, 
j  that  even  the  Mention  of  it  was  irkfome  *,  a 
1  certain  and  infallible  Sign  of  Seizure. 

!  BESIDES  the  Naufeonfnefs  and  Loath¬ 
ing,  fome  were  followed  by  grievous  Vomi¬ 
tings,  occafioned  by  the  poifono us  Quality  of 
the  Peftilence  irritating  and  fubverting  the 
Stomach ,  for  that,  by  Means  of  its  nervous 
i;  Coats,  being  endewed  with  an  exquilite  Senfe, 
endeavours  to  throw  off  any  Thing  offen five 
and  corrofive  with  the  utmofl:  Efforts,  and 
prevent  the  faline,  peftilential  Venom,  if  pof- 
fible,  from  taking  Place  infomuch,  that  no¬ 
thing  is  more  certain,  than  that  the  Stomach, 
by  this  fine  Contrivance  of  Nature,  is  ready 
alfo  to  throw  off  any  other  Thing  diiagree- 
able  to  it,  as  well  as  the  Poifon  we  are  here 
fpeaking  of. 

*SOME  endure  hereby  filch  a  vehement 
and  continued  Irritation,  that  cannot  beaf- 
fwaged  by  any  Remedies,  how  often  foever 
repeated,  and  fametimes  the  Reaching  conti- 
1  nues  after  the  Strength  of  the  Patient  is  too  far 
fpent  to  throw  any  Thing  up,  whereby  the 
Symptoms  aggravate,  and  the  .  peftilential 
Venom  takes  deeper  Root  in  the  Confli- 
tution. 
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AFTER  the  principal  Load  of  Hu¬ 
mours  at  the  Stomach  are  thrown  up,  a  very 
frothy  Bile,  fermenting  like  Yell,  follows, 
that  in  its  Colour  is  greenifh,  and  fometimes 
fo  fetid,  that  a  Perfon  cannot  endure  the 
Room  without  holding  his  Nofe;  fuch  is  the 
prodigious  Putrefaction  and  Malignity  in  fome 
of  thefe  Cafes. 

BUT  where  the  Ufe  of  Medicines,  other- 
wife  effectual  to  flop  the  moft  obftinate  Vo¬ 
miting,  proves  ineffectual,  and  there  follows 
a  great  Thirft  and  Heat,  it  gives  ftrong  Su- 
fpicion  of  Carbuncles  in  the  Stomach,  and 
immediate  Death,  fo  that  the  infedted  as  it 
were  vomit  up  their  Souls,  which  (if  we  be¬ 
lieve  Helmont )  have  their  Refidence  there ; 
but  this  will  be  further  fpoke  of  in  the  Prog- 
nofticks. 

B  U  T  before  1  proceed  any  further,  the 
Health  of  my  Country,  and  the  Concern  of 
PofteritVj  oblige  me  to  take  Notice  of  the 
pernicious  Practice  of  Empiricks  of  all  Or¬ 
ders,  with  whom  it  was  a  Cuftom  to  give 
Emetich  \  for  certainly  many  were  deflroyed 
by  this  practice,  the  convulfive  Reachings  to 
vomit  being  carried  beyond  a  Polfibility  to 
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bear  it.  And  truly  the  bed;  Deliberation  and 
Thought  I  was  able  to  take  in  fuch  Exigencies, 
where  I  happened  to  be  called,  was  but  ot 
little  Effect*,  and  after  Adminiftration  of  the 
bed:  Medicines  that  the  Rules  of  Phyfick 
could  invent,  Things  generally  grew  worfe  ^ 
which  made  it  appear  as  impofiible  to  reftifie 
a  rafh  and  fatal  Error  in  the  Conduct  of  a  vi¬ 
olent  Difeafe,  as  in  the  Management  of  a  mili¬ 
tary  Engagement  *,  but  of  this  we  fliall  have 
Occafion  to  fay  more  hereafter. 

t  / 

Y  E  T  to  fatisfie  any  inquifitive  Perfon  how 
this  primary  AfFe&ion  of  the  Stomach  does 
arife,  and  through  what  Padages  the  peftilen- 
tial  Poifon  makes  its  Entrance,  it  is  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  nothing  is  more  plain  than  that 
the  peftilential  Miafmata  not  only  enter  at 
the  larger  Padages,  but  alfo  through  the  Pores 
ofthe  Skin,  even  to  the  whole  nervous  Syftem, 
from  whence  they  are  communicated  to  all 
‘other  Parts*,  for  this  is  peculiar  to  the 
Kerves,  that  they  not  only  convey  the  firffc 
Impredion  to  the  Stomach  by  its  general  Con- 
fen  t  with  all  Parts,  but  alfo  when  that  is  af¬ 
ter  any  Manner  whatfoever  ade&ed,  they  com¬ 
municate  it  to  the  whole  Frame,  as  in  the 
taking  a  Vomit.  0 
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SOMETIMES  ’the  peftikntial  Aura 
is  nyxed  with  the  Food,  and  fwallowed  there- 
with,  which  after  fome  Delay  in  the  Sto¬ 
mach  being  digelted  and  diffolved,  lets  out 
the  imprifoned  Venom  to  vellicate  the  Fibres 
into  Reach ings  and  convulfive  Motions :  And 
to  put  this  altogether  out  of  Difpnte,  I  have  $ 
often  obfervea  Perfons  immediately  to  fall 
lick  from  a  State  of  perfedt  Health  after  eat¬ 
ing,  and  to  throw  tip  their  Food,  in  other  Re- 
i'pects  good  and  wholfome,  as  fome  what  cor¬ 
rupted  and  poiionous. 

VOMIT  I  KG  alfo  may  be  promoted  by 
Scents,  as  well  as  thofe  w  hich  are  fetid,  as  fuch 
as  are  contrary,  by  fome  particular  Antipa¬ 
thy  to  the  Nature  and  Conlfitution  of  the 
Patient*,  and  this  I  conjedure  happens  from 
the  Harmony  and  Confent  of  the  Organs  of 
Smelling  with  the  Coats  of  the  Stomach,  in- 
fomuch  that  the  Stomach  immediately  per¬ 
ceives  any  Thing  that  ungratefully  ftrikes  the 
Nofe,  and  /rifts  up  againfl  it.  In  the  mean 
Time  i  would  however  tranfiently  make  this 
one  Remark,  that  as  in  many  Cafes  the  Ad- 
miniftrationof  Emeticks  was  pernicious,  whe¬ 
ther  or  no  Evacuation  of  the  firft  putrefacti¬ 
on  at  Stomach,  mi^ht  not  be  much  better 
encouraged  upwards  by  Scents ;  as,  on  the 


con 


the  late  § 


■ice. 


contrary,  the  Reachings  at  Stomach  are  feme- 
times  allayed  by  like  Means,  as  by  the  Smell 
of  Vinegar,  I  do  confefs,  that  this  is  a 
Pradice  I  cannot  atteft  the  Succefs  of  by  Ex¬ 
perience,  yet  it  is  not  unworthy  a  rational 
Pbyfictan  to  attempt  it. 


ALL  the  Sick  like  wife  quickly  after  Sei¬ 
zure  grew  delirious,  running  wildly  about 
the  Streets,  if  they  were  not  confined  by 
Force  *,  when  feme  tired  with  Rambling, 
on  Increafe  of  their  Diftemper,  would  fall 
down,  ignorant  of  their  Condition,  or  where 
they  were  ^  and  lafely,  to  repeat  what  hath 
been  already  remarked,  that  fad  Calamity 
feemed  to  have  complicated  in  its  Produdi- 
on  every  Thing  of  a  poifonous  and  a  deftroy- 
ing  Mature. 


MANY  were  feized  with  a  Vertivo* 

o  9 

which,  without  any  .Motion  of  external  Ob- 
jeds,  made  them  believe  their  Heads  to  turn 
round  :  Without  doubt  the  Brain  grievoufly 
fuffered  from  the  peflilential  Taint,  not  on¬ 
ly  becaufe  the  Spirits  ufed  to  be  clouded,  but 
that  all  Things  were  done  as  if  in  Sleep, 
which  might  arife  from  the  inflammatory, 
cauiiick,  and  narcotick  Nature  of  the  Venom, 
and  the  Texture  and  Con  lent  of  the  Vefle  Is 
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with  the  various  Difpofitions  of  the  Fluids* 
This  vertiginous  Difpofition  alfo,  in  my  Opi¬ 
nion,  might  fometimes  arife  from  the  inordi¬ 
nate  and  irregular  Motions  of  the  Spirits* 

A  great  many  likewife  much  complained 
of  a  Head-ach,  fo  vehement,  as  if  the  Parts 
would  have  flown  afunder^  a  Complaint 
the  moil  intolerable  of  all,  becaufe  it  conti* 
nued  without  any  Remiflion,  or  Intervals } 
the  Enemy  never  retreating  of  it  felf,  and  on¬ 
ly  to  be  vanquifhed  by  the  Efforts  of  the 
Conftitution,  and  appofite  Medicines.  In- 
deed  nothing  was  more  plain,  than  that  the 
Meninges  were  ftimulated  by  the  faline  Spi- 
cula  of  the  Contagion^  and  from  the  In¬ 
flammation  of  the  Brain,  and  its  Sphacela¬ 
tion  in  thofe  who  died,  there  is  a  ftrong 
Sufpicion  that  this  cruel,  (hooting  Pain,  con¬ 
tinued  to  the  laft. 

1  N  this  Oafs  of  Symptoms,  Stupefa&i- 
on  is  alfo  to  be  ranked  *,  becaufe  from  the 
Moment  of  Seizure  many  were  taken  with 
a  Coma,  and  dept  as  if  they  were  dozed 
with  an  Opiate  j  many  in  the  middle  of 
their  Employ,  with  their  Friends  in  Con- 
verfation,  or  other  Engagements,  (as  was 
before  taken  notice  of)  would  fuddenly, 

with- 
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jj  without  any  Reluftance,  fall  into  profound, 
,i  and  often  deadly  Sleeps. 


BUT  by  what  Means  this  Venom  does 


•  exei*t  its  narcotick  Qualities,  is  not  with  me 
||  fo  ready  to  be  accounted  for }  that  is  to  fay? 
l  whether  it  be  fiom  its  original  Scyninium  l  Or 
*|  ftom  its  Affinity  and  Complication  with  the 
|f  Scurvy?  Or  from  its  predominant  Malignity 
:  and  Antipathy  ?  Or  from  an  ObiTruftion  of 
I  Circulation,  or  Coagulation,  or  Extravafation 
|  of  Blood?  Or  laftly,  from  fome  particular 
||  Impreffion  made  upon  the  Origin  of  the 
J  Nerves?  For  this-  is  a  Difficulty  refer ved 
jf  for  another  Hipocrates.  In  the  mean  while 
:  it  is  by  all  confelfed,  that  by  fuch  Stupefa- 
),  £Hon  or  Sleeping,  the  pefciiential  Venom 
;  becomes  not  only  more  deeply  rooted,  but 
ualfo  more  cruelly  affe&s  the  nervous  Syitem? 
i  jj  and  greatly  weakens  it. 


‘THE  flrfb  and  mold  confiderable  Symp^ 
p  tom  Oj.  .he  fecond  Clafs,  was  a  Fever,  which 
(as  was  beiore  laid)  was  a  confiant  Atten¬ 
dant  upon  the  laft  Pefcilence  •  although  in* 
deed  the  InfePdon  feemed  to  kill  fbme  before 
the  Blood  and  other  Juices  could  rife  into 
Fermentation*  wherefore  it  may  be  taken 
for  granted,  that  moil  Perfons  were  accom- 

H  panied, 
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yarned  with  a  Fever.  But  this  Fever  indeed 
was  in  fome  very  low  and  concealed,  though 
in  others  it  appeared  openly  ;  and  he  mu  ft 
be  but  little  acquainted  in  phyfical  Practice, 
who  hath  not  frequently  obferved,  that  in 
malignant  Fevers  their  Beginnings  are  hard¬ 
ly  difcernable,  being  accompanied  with  no 
Heat,  no  Inequality  of  Pulfe,  and  no  Thirft, 
although  fecretly  indicated  by  lome  other 
lurking  Syrrfptoms  ;  and  the  Manner  in  which 
fuch  Patients  expire,  demonftrates,  that  they 
could  not  be  altogether  free  of  a  Fever. 
Tiier e  are  many  Circumftances  indeed  which 
make  it  thus  difficult  in  the  Acceffion  to 
difcern  its  Approaches,  as  a  Want  of  Tur- 
gefc.ency  of  Blood  in  the  Veins  and  Arte¬ 
ries,  through  Defe£t  of  Room  for  luch 
Commotion  and  Depuration,  or  becaufe  the 
Blood  is  fo  thin,  crude,  and  degenerate, 
that  it  cannot  but  with  Difficulty  ferment 
and  grow  hot  •  or  becaufe  the  peftilential 
Mlafmctta  feem  at  their  firft  Infinuation  fo 
friendly  to  the  Conftitution,  as  to  ftir  up 
no  remarkable  Alteration  in  the  Blood;  or 
from  its  cold  and  ftyptick  Quality,  retard¬ 
ing  or  fuppreffing  fuch  an  Agitation. 

WHEREFORE  no  Body  fhould  con¬ 
jecture,  that  there  is  no  Fever  at  ail 

i  - 
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where  its  manifeft  Symptoms  do  not  im¬ 
mediately  appear*  but  it  moft  commonly 
happened  otherwife  during  the  late  Con¬ 
tagion,  for  that  difcovered  Signs  apparent 
enough  of  its  Prefence-  fuch  as  extream  In¬ 
quietude,  a  moft  intenfe  Pleat  outwardly, 
attended  with  unquenchable  Thirft  within 
Drynefs,  Blacknefs  of  the  Tongue,  intole- 
i  rable  Heat  of  the  Pracordia^  and  all  other 
i  nftial  Concomitants  of  a  Fever’s  Acceilion. 


: 


A  S  to  the  Fever’s  Exacerbations  and  Re- 
millions,  it  appeared  by  conftant  Experience, 
that  fometimes  they  were  erratick  and 

changeable,  and  at  others  continued,  with- 

-  *  >> 

out  any  Intervals  j  and  it  was  alfo  cuftomary 
to  meet  with  fome  that  wholly  remitted 
j<  for  8,  io,  or  12  Hours.  The  Alternations 
likewife  of  Heat  and  Cold  were  very  vari- 


1  ous,  and  with  fome  would  change  feverai 
1  Times  in  one  Hour,  and  with  others,  the 


•) 


r 


m 

ri  | 


Periods  would  be  at  much  greater  Diftances  * 
fo  alfo  the  recurring  Acceftions  were  fome-3 
times  milder,  and  at  others  more  fevere* 
Thofe  who  with  great  Difficulty  went  through 
the  fir  ft  Paroxyfm,  could  bear  the  fecond  with 
Eafe,  as  being  much  milder  •  whereas  again 
the  third  or  fourth  Acceffion  would  be  with 
intolerable  Vehemence  and  Fury  :  And  at 


H 
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other  Times  the  firft  Fit  would  be  gentle, 
and  the  fubfequent  very  fevere  and  intenfe 
and  truly  luch  was  the  Uncertainty  and 
Difguife  of  this  inlidious  Enemy,  that  no¬ 
thing  could  be  prognofticated  of  its  Attacks 
or  Cruelty.  -  *  '  ■ 

BUT  to  come  at  fome  tolerable  Notion 
of  the  Reafon  for  fuch  Uncertainty  •  it  is 
to  be  enquired, 

FIRST ‘  What  Caufe  can  be  aiHgned  for 
Inch  and  uncertain  Return  of  the  Paroxyfms? 
And, 

* 

SECONDLY ',  What  Reafon  can  be  gi¬ 
ven  for  the  unequal  Exacerbations  when  the 
Fits  do  recur  ? 

CAN  any  one  doubt  what  Tumults  and 
Diforders  may  be  excited  in  the  Blood,  and 
other  animal  Juices,  by  that  fa-line  Seminium 
of  a  Peit  Hence,  which  we  have  already  de¬ 
fer  ibed  ?  The  uncertainty  then  of  fuch  Dis¬ 
orders  muft  regard  either  the  morbific k  Ve¬ 
nom,  or  the  Nature  and  Motion  of  the  Fluids 
upon  which  it  operates:  The  morbifick  Ve- 
nom,  in  Proportion  to  its  Energy,  and  Dif- 

aur  cement 
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agreement  in  Figure,  irritates  Nature,  always 
ready  in  her  own  Prefervation  to  expel  the 
Enemy  •  but  when  her  Exertions  are  flow, 
or  imperfeft,  or  quite  languid,  fuch  a  Depu¬ 
ration  is  not  obtained  *,  but  upon  a  Remiflion 
of  the  ConfliH,  there  is  Space  given  for  In¬ 
terval  •  and  this  indeed  happens,  when  the 
Nature  and  peculiar  Figures  of  the  noxious 
Particles  are  fuch,  as  may  in  the  firft  Strug¬ 
gle  be  broke  and  fubdued,  but  after  fome 
Truce  iniinuates  its  Virulence  further  into 
the  Habit,  and  imprints  upon  every  Part  the 
true  CharaTeriiKcks  of  a  fatal  Peflilence. 

BUT  the  Spirits  are  at  continual  Strife, 
to  fubdueand  throw  out  the  Euemy,  although 
their  Efforts  are  not  always  fuccefsful ,  to 
dilpatch  this  Matter  therefore  in  one 
Word,  as  the  Ahimulation  and  perfe£t 
Mixture  of  the  heterogeneous  Particles 
procures  a  Motion  regular  and  confor- 
.mable  to  the  Blood,  fo  from  an  Inequa¬ 
lity  and  difproportionate  Mixture,  arifes 
an  irregular  Circulation  and  Fermentation  j 
fo  that  the  Realon  for  that  Uncertainty  in 
thefe  Fevers,  and  their  irregular  Returns 
and  Exacerbations,  is  to  be  fought  for  in 
the  Fluids*  and  their  circulating  .  VeiTeis, 
and  not  Tom  any  Corruption,  or  Degree  of 

H  3  '  Puir$- 
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PutxefafKon,  according  to  the  Opinion  of 
the  Ancients. 

A  X  D  as  for  my  own  Part,  I  can  affirm, 
that  I  never  could  in  anv  one  finele  Infence 
amongib  the  infe&ed,  find  the  leaft  ImprefE- 
ons  cf  Corruption  in  the  Blood :  and  this 
even  thole  Empiricks,  though  unwillingly, 
confefs,  who,  to  the  vaT  Detriment  of  the 
S:ek,  let  them  Blond  upon  Inch  a  Notion  • 
none  of  them  having  been  ever  able  to  difco" 
vtr  any  Signs  of  Corruption  in  their  Bloody 
which  ,as  confcious  of  it  felf,  bluffed  for  them 
fatal  M  ifeke,and in  this  Diftemper  commonly 
appeared  more  florid  than  at  other  Times. 


T  H  4  l  the  Times  of  the  Paroxvfms 

J 

fliould  be  uncertain,  I  take  owing  to  the  Ina¬ 
bility  of  the  Confetution  to  ltruggle  with  the 
peltilential  Venom  *  for  as  every  Fever  is  ac. 
counted  renular,  where  all  its  Changes  are  uni- 
form  and  diitinfr,  by  Reafon  of  the  managable 
and  duff:  le  Dilpofition  of  the  mcrbidck  Mat¬ 
ter  ;  lo,  on  the  contrary,}  where  the  pefti- 
lential  MAfnutta  uncertainly  exert  themfelves, 
and  excite  new  Commotions,  either  by  the 
Obiticacy  or  Aiperity  of  their  Parts  not 
yielding  to  Comminution, there  a  Fever  returns 
with  iuconfent  and  unexpended  Exacerba¬ 


tions  : 
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tions  :  But  to  haften  to  the  fubfequent  Symp- 

'  t  .  V 

toms. 

ALTHOUGH  fome  (as  before  faid) 
were  buried  in  Sleep,  yet  others  fullered 
by  a  very  different  Extream,  and  kept  con¬ 
tinually  waking,  infomuch  that  frequent 
Repetitions  of  the  mofd  efficacious  Opiates 
could  not  procure  the  leaf!:  Compofure ; 
in  which  Cafe,  it  is  my  Opinion,  that  the 
Membranes  of  the  Brain  are  pricked  and 
vellicated  by  poiibnous  Spicula  \  befides  which 
alfo  thofe  foft,  dewy  Moiflures  upon  the 
.  Brain,  neceffary  for  its  Relaxation  to  ileep,  are 
difiipated  and  exhaled  by  the  burning  Heat  of 
the  Fever  *,  fo  that  the  Spirits  are,  as  it  were, 
fet  on  Fire,  and  Inflammations  raifed,  not  to 
be  again  extinguifhed,  and  frequently  like- 
wife  Mortifications  of  the  Brain. 

BUT  the  moft  remarkable  Symptoms  of 
this  Clafs,  is  the  Palpitation  of  the  Hearts j 
*  the  Ancients  conjefiur’d  that  Peflilential  Aura 
to  have  a  fpecifick  Contrariety  to  the  Nature 
of  that  Organ  •,  and  it  muff  be  confeffed  that 
in  the  late  Sicknefs  this  Complaint  was  very 
grievous  •,  but  yet  I  cannot  fee  how  this  Ve¬ 
nom  fliould  more  particularly  be  pointed 
againfl  the  Heart,  than  any  other  of  the  Kif- 
.  H  4 
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ter  a,  lirilefs  in  Confideration  to  the  greater  Im¬ 
portance  of  its  Office  in  the  O  Economy* 

AS  foon  as  the  fubtile  Poifon  of  a  Conta¬ 
gion  hath  infmuated  it  felf  into  the  Mafs  of 
Blood,  either  through  the  Pores  of  the  Skin, 
or  other  more  open  Paffages,  there  is  no  doubt, 
but  it  imprints  upon  it  very  malignant  Qua¬ 
lities,  which,  according  to  the  neceflary.  Laws 
of  Circulation,  mull  arrive  at  the  Heart  it 
felt,  and  affeft  it  with  XJneafinefs,  fo  that  its 
Palpitation  is  nothing  elfe  than  its  Strug¬ 
gles,  to  throw  off  what  is  Offenfive  •  and  it 
is  no  wonder  to  me  this  happens,  becaufe 
the  Heart  is  compofed  of  a  fine  Contexture 
of  Fibres  *,  for  as  the  PefHlential  Venom 
hath  fomewhat  in  it  of  a  fa  line  Nature, 
grid  what  is  acrid,  it  very  naturally  Simu¬ 
lates  the  nervous  Parts,  and  gives  to  this. 
Organ  even  convulfive  Motions  •  but  of 
this  Matter  every  one  hath  leaye  to  judge 
for  him  felf. 

B  U  T  how  vehemently  the  Heart 
may  beat  on  this  Occafion,  appears  ve¬ 
ry  mani  fell:  from  a  remarkable  Inftance ; 

I  was  dent  for  to  a  Youth  of  about  four¬ 
teen  Years  of  Age,  who  had  continued  free 

(  flf 
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of  the  Infection ?  after  his  Mother  and  the 
reft  of  the  Family  had  been  vifited  by  it, 
when  all  on  a  fudden  he  was  feized  with  fuch 
a  Palpitation  at  Heart,  that  I  and  feveral 
.others  could  hear  it  at  forne  conftderable 
Pittance,  and  it  continued  fb  to  do  till  he 
•died,  which  was  foon  after  ^  many  Medicines 
being  given  without  any  manner  of  Succels  : 
But  in  fo  extraordinary  a  Cafe  as  this,  I  am 
apt  to  conjeft  ure  it  rather  owing  to  a  Pefti- 
Jential  Carbuncle  feizing  the  Heart  it  felf^ 
than  from  the  Vellication  and  Stimulus  only 
of  pungent  Particles  pafting  through  it. 

BUT  to  go  on  in  the  Enumeration  of 
Symptoms,  Sweat  deferves  mention,  becaufe 
fometimes  it  breaks  out  in  fuch  Profufton, 
as  if  the  whole  Conftitution  was  dilfolved, 
and  with  a  vaft  Lofs  of  Spirits  and  Strength^ 
to  the  imminent  Danger  of  the  Patient,  by 
fuch  a  Diffipation  of  Spirits,  fuch  a  Col  li¬ 
quation  of  the  Balfam  of  Lite,  and  an  Ex- 
.tinftion  of  the  natural  Heat.  And  indeed 
I  know  nothing  that  more  powerfully  atte¬ 
nuates  the  Humours,  and  more  fuddenly 
puts  all  the  animal  juices  into  Fufion,  fo 
as  to  run  them  through  the  Pores  of  the 
Skin,  as  the  peftilentiai  nitro-aereal  Poifon; 

and 
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and  by  whole  colliquative  Quality  even  the 

fleihy  Parts  are  diffolved  and  exhaled  in  vapour* 

* 

THESE  Sweats  likewife  of  the  Infected 
are  not  only  profufe,  but  alfo  varioufly  co« 
loured  }  in  fome  of  a  Citron  Hue,  in  others 
Purple^  in  fome  green  or  black,  and  in  others 
like  Blood  }  which  I  take  to  be  from  the 
various  Difpofftions  of  the  morbid ck  Venom, 
to  give  different  Tinftures  to  the  Humours  : 
And  by  this  Means  fome  experienced  Nur- 
fes  could  prog  noil:  ic  ate  the  Event  of  the 
Diftemper  from  the  Colour  of  the  Cloaths 
or  Linen  tinged  with  the  'Sweat. 

THE  Sweat  of  fome  would  be  io  fetid 
and  intolerable,  from  a  kind  of  Empyreu- 
matick  Difpofition,  poiiibly  of  the  Juices, 
that  no  one  could  endure  his  Nofe  within 
the  Stench }  fometimes  it  was  fharp,  and  in 
a  Manner  cauftick  *,  and  hence  it  was  eafy  to 
judge  from  what  Origin  the  Peffilence  de¬ 
rived  its  Qualities,  viz..  From  a  iharp  and 
burning  Ichor ^  that  would  even  excoriate  the 
Parts,  and  fometimes  veficate  them,  as  if 
fcalding  Water  had  been  poured  upon  them, 

S  O  M  E 1  1 M  E  S  cold  Sweats  would  break 
out,  while  the  Heat  raged  inwardly,  and 

excited 
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excited  unquenchable  Drought.  Some  con¬ 
tinued  in  a  Profufion  of  Sweat  until  Life  it 
felf  exhaled  with  it,  while  others  had  ftort 
1  Intervals  of  Truce  and  Deflation  j  nay,  fome 
at  the  fame  Time  fweat  on  one  Side,  while 
the  other  was  quite  parched  with  Drynefs. 

BUT  the  Benefit  of  this  Evacuation,  when 

it  was  regular,  either  natural,  or  by  Art, 

I  was  fo  manifeE,  that  all  the  InfeTed  that 

j  recovered  were  lenfible  of  it,  and  greatly 

j  rejoyced  at  its  good  Effects  ^  for  thole  pe- 

|  Eilential  Particles,  which  eluded  the  Power 

c  of  all  other  Means,  immediately  upon  a 

1  Sweat,  as  at  a  common  Signal,  made  their 

\  Efcape  with  the  tranfpiring  Steam  ♦,  but 

ri  whenibever  Diafhoreticks  could  not  conquer 

;|  the  Coagulation,  Vifcidity,  or  ObEinacy  of 

[  the  peEilential  Poifon,  it  always  went  very 

c!  bad,  being  commonly  followed  by  a  Sympto- 

[|  matical  Sweat,  and  a  fatal  Separation  of  the 

j  animal  Fluids., 

‘ 

YET  the  Energy  of  the  peEilential  Con- 
;  tagion  not  only  freely  difcovered  its  fell  in 
thefe  Profu lions  amongE  the  Living,  who  (as 
i  already  obferved)  were  diffolved  as  in  an  He- 
I  lodes  and  a  Tyfhodes ,  but  commonly  the  very 
I  Carcafes  when  dead,  would  weep  cu^,  as  it 


were, 
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were,  the  morbid  Ferment,  both  through  the 
cutaneous  Pores,  and  the  common  lachrymal 
DuQrs  of  the  Eyes. 

THERE  is  no  Oecahon  to  fay  much 
concerning  Hemorrhages  at  Nofe  }  this  Sym¬ 
ptom  happening  much  more  often  from  the 
Colliquative  Nature  of  the  Poifon,  and  its 

a 

Erofionof  the  VeiTels,  than  from  a  Plethora  • 
as  is  evident  more  from  the  ichorous  Colour 
of  the  Blood,  than  its  continual  Diitillation 
from  thole  Veffeis. 


WERE  it  not  here  that  we  Rudy  all 
poffible  Brevity,  many  other  Sy  mptoms  might 
be  enumerated  which  commonly  attended 
this  peftilential  Fever,  as  Heat  of  the  Pr ^ 
cordia ,  Hiccup,  Gripings,  cfc.  all  which  I  at 
prelent  pafs  by,  and  clofe  the  whole  with  fuch 
as  are  more  peculiar  to  it,  particularly  thofe 
poifonousVefications  commonly  called  Plains* 


T  PI  E  S  E  Vefications  uled  commonly  to 
rife  with  an  exquifite  and  ihooting  Pain,  con¬ 
taining  a  ferous  Humour  or  Ichor ,  for  the  moft . 
part  of  a  Yellowifh  or  Straw  Colour,  and  en- 
compaffe'd  with  a  variegated  Circle,  generally 
Reddiili. 


THESE 
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THESE  Puftules  broke  out  in  many  Parts 
of  the  Body  *,  and  as  their  Station  was  various, 

I  fo  their  Number  was  alfo  uncertain }  in  fome 
!  they  were  few,  in  others  many,  and  a  Wo- 
\  man  I  once  met  with  covered  all  over  with 
5  them  *,  as  to  their  Bignefs,  they  were  alfo 
r  uncertain  ^  for  fome  were  as  a  {mall  Pea, while 
j  others  increafed  to  the  Magnitude  of  a  Nut- 
'  meg. 

1  -  • 

1  <  f . 

|  .  THE  included  Matter  (near  perhaps  to  the 

Nature  of  Urine)  was  altogether  incapable 
j  of  Suppuration,  as  it  was  faline  and  almoft 
cauftick^  for  very  foon  after  its  Eruption 
|  it  would  corrode  itsVeficle,  and  bur  ft  out, 
of  a  Colour  yellowifti,  livid,  or  black.  More¬ 
over,  the  furrounding  Circle  was  not  always 
of  the  fame  Appearance,  although  at  fir  ft 
coming  out  it  was  continually  inflamed. 

I  .  ••  •••  ■-*  *.  • 

j  BUT  this  is  highly  obfervable,  that  fome^ 

!  *  times  thefe  Veflcles  broke  out  without  any 
I  other  previous  Indications  of  Infeflion,  and, 
as  I  imagine,  from  the  expeditious  Separation 
of  the  peftilential  Venom,  and  the  fudden 
Conqueft  of  the  Diftemper  by  a  ftrong  C011- 
;  ftitution :  But  whenfoever  the  Pain  and  Heat 
of  the  Part  was  fo  aggravated,  that  no  proper 
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Applications  would  aflwage  it,  there  was 
commonly  Danger  of  a  Mortification  from  fo 
great  a  Concourfe  of  peftilential  Particles  to¬ 
gether;  and  once  I  remember  a  Veficle  to 
change  into  a  Carbuncle,  from  the  continued 
Acceffion  to  it  of  frefh  morbifick  Poifon. 

WE  come  now  iri  Cowrie  to  fpeak  of  Buboes, 
which  were  hard  and  painful  Tumours,  with 
Inflammation  and  Gathering  upon  the  Glands, 
behind  the  Ears,  Arm-Pits,  or  Groin. 

THESE  Tumors  immediately  upon  Sei¬ 
zure  are  found  fo  hard,  that  they  will  not 
at  all  give  W ay  to  the  1  ouch.  In  iome  theie 
were  moveable,  and  in  others  fixed  ;  but  after 
fome  Time,  this  great  Tenfion  remitted  ;  and 
it  was  common  to  prognosticate  the  Event  of 
the  Difiemper  from  their  hidden  or  flow  lu¬ 
cre  a  fe,  and  from  their  genuine  or  untoward 
Suppuration,  as  alfo  from  the  Degrees  of  Vi¬ 
rulence  in  their  Contents. 

x  HE  Groans  and  unfeigned  Tears  of  the 
Sklc  too  plainly  exprelfed  the  Aggravations 
of  their  Miferies,  and  fome  feemed  even  to 
cu  own  their  Sente  of  Pain  with  their  Com¬ 
plainings  •  and  this  Intenfenefs  of  Pain  can¬ 
not  be  a  Wonder  to  .any,  who  duly  confider 

i  .  either 
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either  the  Nature  of  the  peftilential  Venom, 
or  the  Conftitution  of  the  Glands.  I  have 


already  fo  largely  difcourfed  of  the  Viru¬ 
lence  and  corrofive  Qualities  of  the  peftilen¬ 
tial  Poifon,  that  no  more  need  here  be  faid 
about  it:  and  whofoever  examines  the 
Glands  will  find,  that  from  the  great  Di- 
ftention  of  the  Veffels  in  this  Cafe,  the  Bu¬ 
boes  muft  chiefly  owe  their  Rife  to  a  Corre- 
fpondence  between  the  Nerves  and  Lympha- 
tichs,  and  the  Juices  they  contain. 


; 

MANY  Perfons  of  publick  Note  have 
elegantly  given  the  Anatomy  and  Ufe  of  the 
Glands  ^  it  is  therefore  fufficient  for  my  Pur- 
pofe  here  to  fhew,  how  from  an  ObftrufHon 
of  thofe  Juices,  which  flow  through  the 
larger  Nerves,  particularly  of  the  Arms  and 
Thighs,  and  their  fubfervient  Veffels,  and 
their  Impregnation  with  heterogeneous  and 
poifonous  Particles,  Buboes  do  arife. 


;  *  IF  any  one  makes  it  a  Doubt,  why  thefe 

Tumors  fliould  rather  come  in  the  above- 

mentioned  Places,  rather  than  on  the  faro. 

tide  Glands,  let  fuch  confider,  that  it  is 

owing  to  the  Magnitude  and  Capacity  ot 

the  Nerves  and  Veffels  confKtuting  the 

Glands  of  thofe  Parts  ,  as  alfo  that  their 

diffe- 
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different  Difpofitions  to  Suppuration  doe& 
proceed  from  the  fame  Gaufe. 

BUT  that  this  Affair  may  more  fully  ap¬ 
pear,  it  is  to  be  clifcovered  from  what  Source 
that  Matter  flows,  which  degenerates  into 
and  difcharges  from  a  Buboe  in  fo  great 
Plenty. 

IN  the  Profecution  of  this  Enquiry,  it  fhall 
not  be  without  a  Colour,  at  lead,  of  Reafon, 
that  I  fhall  diffent  from  an  Opinion  both  of 
Ancients  and  Modems,  about  the  Blood  alone 
being  immediately  changed  into  Matter  •  for 
I  rather  think  it  to  proceed  from  other  juices^ 
and  this  I  fhall  endeavour  to  fupport  by  the 
following  Arguments. 

AND  fir  ft  of  all*  notwithstanding  the 
Blood  which  runs  in  the  Arteries  and  Veins 
does  Aometimes,  though  very  feldom,  appear 
whitifh  •  it  then  happens  from  too  great  a 
Mixture  either  of  nutritious  juice,  or  of  a 
-degenerate  Chyle,  that  will  not  eafily  change, 
and  take  its  red  Colour  ^  but  it  never  pafies 
ii.i to  Matter,  becauie  the  neceilary  Conditions 
o :  CnculaCiOn  will  not  admit  ot  fo  much 
as  is  requifite  thereunto  \  befides,  even 
the  extravafated  Blood  will  not  eafily  under- 


goe 


.  •  > 

\ 
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goe  fuch  an  Alteration :  For  when  any 
Velfels,  and  chiefly  the  Capillaries,  are  lo  ob~ 

!  flrufled  by  Contuflons,  or  any  other  Means* 
j  that  the  neighbouring  Parts  fwell*  every  Phy- 
!  flcian  and  Surgeon  too,  I  hope,  knows  that 
difcutient  Medicines  and  Cataplafms  will  re- 
flore  the  former  Motion  and  Fluxility  to  the 
:  Blood,  eafe  the  Pain,  and  diflipate  the  Tumor. 

I  F  the  Blood  be  too  fluid  in  the  Arteries* 
f  it  is  apt  to  occaflon  Aneurifms ,  and  in  the 
i  capillary  Veins  a n.  Ecchymofis ,  but  nothing  is 
|  more  commonly  obferved  in  Practice,  that 
I  upon  a  Recovery  of  the  Blood’s  due  ConfH- 
i  tution  and  Circulation,  the  obflruTed  Matter 
in  an  Ecchymofis  will  diflipate  through  the 
1  Pores  of  the  Skin,  or  be  abfbrbed  by  the 
I  refluent  Blood:  But  when  the  Blood  happens 
to  be  too  grumous  and  flagnate,  a  Fever 
immediately  ariles,  unlefs  it  be  prevented  by 
Evacuation  •  and  in  luch  a  Diforder,  every 
j  one  knows  that  there  is  mofl  Danger  of  a 
Schirrus ,  or  a  Mortification. 

AND  as  it  hath  been  already  obferved, 

[  that  Blood  could  not  be  drawn  from  the 
1  Inferred  by  Phlebotomy,  without  Lofs  of 
:  Strength,  if  not  of  Life,  whereas  the  great-* 
er  Quantities  of  Pus  were  obtained  by  Sup-*  x 

l  puratidd 
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pu ration  of  their  Buboes,  the  Patient  was  fo 
much  the  better  for  it  ^  it  feems  confonant 
to  Reafon,  that  if  Pus  was  generated  imme¬ 
diately  from  the  Blood,  the  Strength  would 
as  much  decay  upon  its  Lofs,  as  upon  Phle¬ 
botomy  :  But  1  have  always  found  it,  (as 
many  Times  already  obferved)  that  how  little 
foever  the  Quantity  of  Blood  drawn  away 
was,  and  although  done  at  feveral  Times,  yet 
it  proved  of  more  Prejudice  to  the  Patient, 
than  an  hundred  Times  as  much  Matter 
drawn  from  a  Buboe  and  that  the  wliole 
remain!:: g  Mais  was  not  able  to  recruit  the 
Lofs  fuftained  thereby.] 

v  I  F  they  who  efpoufe  a  contrary  Opinion, 
fhould  fuggeft  that  Blood  may  be  drawn  from 
a  Tumor  imperfeaiy  fuppurated,  and  from 
thence  conclude,  that  its  Origin  was  from 
the  Arterial  and  Venal  Fluids*,  it  may  he 
readily  anfwered,  that  on  opening  a  ireili 
Tumour,  a  bloody  Ichor  will  flow  out,  be* 
caufe  in  the  Operation  fome  Blood-Veffels 
will  be  cut  ^  whereas  when  the  Tumor  is  in 
Maturation,  the  Quantity  of  Humour  there 
colleTed  obftrufts  the  Blood  Tom  Bowing 
to  it  through  its  proper  Veffels  •  and  which 
Humour,  although  in  it  felf  at  firfd  more 
thin  and  crude,  yet  by  the  Heat  of  .its 

neigh- 


of  the  late  fpejltlmee,  i  $  ^ 

neigh enuring  Parts,  and  its  own  natural 
Difpofition,  it  will  afterwards  thicken,  and 
change  into  a  white  Colour  of  a  laudable 
5  Confiftence. 

i  - 1 

I  THIRDLY \  To  the  foregoing  it  may  be  ad- 

i  ded,  that  fo  far  as  the  Blood  partakes  of  a  fa- 
line  Quality,  by  fo  much  the  Jefs  will  it  be 
diipofecl  to  change  into  Matter  •  for  the  fame 
j  Reafon  that  Sea- Water  cannot  be  boiled  into 
:i  a  Geliy  i,  for  Salt  adds  to  the  Fluidity  of 
j  Fluids,  and  thereby  prevents  IncrafTation, 
i  unlefs  in  thole  Inllances,  where  they  of  them- 

I  fclves  chiydallize,  by  Means  of  an  Incapacity 
’  °-  Menftmum  to  keep  them  in  Solution^ 

II  which  is  foreign  to  the  Cafe  before  us. 

ft  '  Tj\  '' 

I 

LAS  T  LY,  Nothing  is  more  known  in  Na¬ 
ture,  than  that  Blood,  by  what  Means  fbever 
|  exuravafaied,  if  it  cannot  get  back  again  into 
!  the  Vends,  will,  after  Ibme  Stagnation,  run 
|  foi  the  molt  Fart  into  Grume  ^  fo  that  when 
f  a  Fluctuation  requires  opening,  little  elfe  than 
I  a  coagulated  Blood  hows  out :  And  if  any  one 
:  pieafes  to  receive  the  Blood  from  an  opened 
I  Lein  into  a  warm  Porringer,  and  afterwards 
E  pLce  it  in  a  luted  V e-del  upon  a  Sand  Heat,  as 
n  near  as  polfible  equal  to  that  which  is  natural 
j  he  will  find  all  Labour  loft  in  endeavouring- 

;  O 

I  i  tO 
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to  produce  thereby  any  Appearances  of  Pus 
in  it,  either  from  its  Colour,  Smell,  or  any 
other  of  its  requifite  Properties. 

W  PI  Y  then  may  we  not  conclude  with 
fonie  others  of  great  Note,  that  Pus  is  ge¬ 
nerated  immediately  from  the  nutritious 
Juice,  not  in  the  Arteries  and  Veins,  but  in 
other  Veffels ;  in  which  Juice  all  the  requi¬ 
fite  Properties  are  to  be  found,  as  a  Difpofition 
to  grow  thick,  without  Smell,  white,  light, 
and  of  a  fmooth  Confidence  -7  and  I  take  it 
to  be  very  probable,  that  the  Pus  is  made 
from  hence  by  the  Affiftance  of  the  natural 
Heat,  and  the  Conveyance  of  it  by  the  fore- 
mentioned  Veffels  into  the  Glands  whereinto 
they  are  complicated,  and  not  by  any  Means 
from  the  Venal  Blood,  and  much  lefs  from 
the  Arterial. 

B  U  T  leaf  I  fliould  feem  to  digrefs  too 
far ;  the  Sanies  thro  wn  out  by  a  Buboe  is 
very  different,  fometimes  thin  and  ichorous, 
at  others  thicker  and  more  laudable,  as  in 
Ah  (cedes  that  are  not  malignant  in  Relpect 
of  its  Smell,  it  is  fometimes  fo  extreamly 
fetid,  as  not  to  be  .endured  by  the  Nofe  ; 
but  always  the  more  plentifully  it  difcharges, 
the  better  does  the  Patient  fare  afterwards : 

Nature 


X 


of  the  late  Tejtilence *  117 

Nature  finds  a  Vent  this  open  Way  to  dis¬ 
engage  her  Self  from  a  pernicious  Enemy. 

T  H  E  Number  of  Buboes  was  uncertain, 
Sometimes  one  only  appeared,  at  others,which. 
was  moft  commonly,  two  broke  out  at  once  ; 
nay,  there  were  met  with  Inftances  wherein 
all  the  Glands  capable  of  it  were  tu milled. 
Many  Buboes  at  a  Time  infallibly  demon¬ 
strated  the  Aggravation,  and  Difperfion  of 
the  virulent  Taint  ^  and,  on  the  contrary,  but 
few  fhewed  the  Poitou  to  be  not  fo  prevalent, 
more  contra  Ted,  and  brought  to  a  narrower 
Gompafs  for  Expulfion. 

THE  Places,  and  Manner  of  their  Erupti¬ 
on,  was  very  uncertain  ,  Sometimes  one  would 
appear  in  the  right  Axilla ,  and  another  on 
the  contrary  Side  of  the  Groin  thefe  Tu¬ 
mors  would  likewife  Sometimes  laft  but  a 
Day,  and  again  infenlibly  vanifli,  that  is, 
always  when  profufe  Sweat  aroie ;  but 
whenfoever  they  were  drawn  in  again  by 
any  Mismanagement  or  Cafualty,  they  would 
appear  and  vanifli  again  many  Times,  and 
be  very  difficult  afterwards  to  be  fixed  •  and 
Sometimes  when  they  could  be  brought  to 
Suppuration,  and  a  plentiful  Difcharge,  they 

I  3  would 
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would  renew  again,  as  we  fhall  hereafter  have 
further  Occafion  to  obferve. 

THE  Parotides  borrow  their  Names  from 
the  Glands  affefted,  which  grow  behind  the 
Ears  but  thefe  Tumors  are  not  to  be  di- 
ftinguifhed  from  others  but  by  their  Situation, 
and  therefore  require  not  any  particular  De¬ 
fer  ipt  Ion  here,  fo  that  amongft  many  Inftan- 
ces,  I  fliall  give  but  one  to  difeover  their 
Nature  •  In  a  certain  Youth  there  aroie  a 
Tar otis  on  each  Side  behind  the  Ears,  which 
after  Suppuration  and  Incifion,  let  out  great 
Quantities  of  Tus0  and  were  afterwards  by  a 
Surgeon  healed,  up  •  but  the  mufculous  Fleih 
was  at  this  Time  fo  wafted,  as  to  difeover  a 
Sight  as  pleafant  as  ftrange,  viz.,  the  exter¬ 
nal  jugular  Veins,  with  the  Arteries  under 
them,  the  recurrent  Nerves,  the  Tendons,  the 
OEfophagus,  and  in  Siort,  all  the  Veifels  quite 
bare  and  untouched ;  but  upon  the  Patient’s 
Recovery, all  filled  up  as  before  with  new  Fleih. 

A  Co  n  jefture  of  Diemebrooeck  comes  here 
In  our  Way  to  examine:,  he  will  have  it 
that  Buboes  are  produced  from  an  Ebullition  ' 
or  a  faline  and  an  acid  Humour  meeting  to- 
gether,  like  a  Mixture  of  Salt  of  Tartar  and 
Spirit  of  Vitriol :  But  whence  can  fuch  a 

vaft  ‘ 
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vaft  Coagulation  arife?  Indeed  I  do  not 
deny  but  that  a  Tumult  and  Bu file  may  be 
oceafioned  by  the  Concourie  of  fuch  Princi¬ 
ples,  as  alio  that  from  fuch  a  Colluttation 
fome  fa  line  Particles  may  be  precipitated  • 
and  it  muff  further  be  allowed,  that  a  Part 
will  inflate  and  fwell  while  fuch  Fermentation 
continues  ^  but  yet  I  cannot  apprehend  how 
Pus  can  be  generated  by  luch  Means  ;  for 
by  an  EiFufion  of  mch  a  Mixture  the  Scrum 
would  be  more  changed  into  a  Lixivium ,  than 
a  purulent  Matter  :  after  the  ConfiiE;  like- 
wife  is  over,  the  Tumor  would  immediately 
-  fubfide  and  vaniih  }  but,  on  the  contrary. 
Buboes  daily  and  gradually  come  to  their 
Height  of  Suppuration :  But  I  fhall  not 
detain  the  Reader  on  this  Head  any  longer, 
but  proceed  to  a  Defer  ip  tion  of  a  Carbuncle , 

A  Carbuncle  then  is  a  Email  Eruption,  whole 
Contents  are  foon  difeharged,  after  which  it 
appears  in  a  crufty  Tubercle  about  the  Bignefs 
•of  a  Millet  Seed,  gradually  fpreading,  and 
encompaffed  with  a  very  red  and  fiery  Circle  ; 
arifimg  firft  of  all  from  an  ichorous  Humour, 
afterwards  with  great  Pain  and  Heat,  from 
a  lixivious  and  cauftick  Poiforn 

v:  ij 
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THAT  I  may  dlfpatch  as  much  as  poftible 
in  a  few  Words,  it  now  lies  before  me  to 
defcribe  the  common  Method  of  its  Eruption  ; 
in  the  Beginning  is  a  {harp  pricking  Fain  upon 
the  Part  affeHed,  which  in  a  little  Time 
grows  very  hot,  and  then  lifts  up  the  Cuticle 
into  a  Blifter,  containing  a  thin  Ichor  •  but 
after  theVeftcle  is  by  rubbing  or  any  other 
Accident  broke,  and  the  contained.  Fluid  by 
Heat  diffipated,  its  cauitick  Q_uality  leaves 
an  Ffchar  behind,  which  crufts  over,  in  fome 
fooner,  and  in  others  later  its  Extenfion  is 
various,  fometimes  more  broad,  and  at  others 

more  contracted  ^  nor  is  its  Colour  more  cer- 

\  -  v 

tain  in  the  greateft  Degree  of  Inflammation 
it  is  extreamly  red,  but  for  the  moft  Part  it 
is  dusky,  very  often  livid,  and  fometimes, 
from  the  peculiar  Virulence  of  the  peftilem 
tial  Poilbn,  even  qu’te  black, 

BUT  as  there  is  a  Quality  in  the  peftilen- 
tial  Venom,  not  yielding  even  to  an  aClual 
Cautery,  and  from  which,  in  the  Production 
of  Carbuncles,  Ef chars  are  generated,  I  take  it 
to  be  of  Confequence  to  know  how  fuch  a 
Harp,  burning,  and  cauftick  Humour  comes  to 
be  bred  in  an  humane  Body  ;  and  by  what 
Contrivance  of  Natpre  it  comes  to  be  thus  fe- 
paraied  and  th town  out  ?  AND 
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AND  in  an  Affair  of  this  Difficulty,  1 
expert  to  be  candidly  let  right  by«any  one  who 
thinks  me  miftaken.  .  1  he  whole  Tribe  of 
Diieafes  an  humane  ConfHtution  is  fubjeH 
to,  does  undeniably  prove  that  our  Bodies 
are  capable  of  producing  many  venomous 
Taints,  even  equal  to  any  Thing  in  the  Air 
or  the  Earth  ^  nay,  the  HiEories  of  Phyfick 
give  many  Inftances  of  poifonous  Infers  and 
Animals  bred  within  us  •,  and  no  one  can  be 
ignorant,  that  befides  the  Difpofition  of  cor¬ 
rupted  Humours  within  us  to  generate  fuch 
Creatures,  that  their  Semina  are  often  brought 
to  us  from  without :  And  this  is  very  manl- 
feft  in  a  private  PefHlence,  (if  that  Term  may 
be  allowed  me)  where,  without  any  Help 
from  external  Contagion,  not  only  a  poifo¬ 
nous  Seminium  may  be  generated,  but  Car¬ 
buncles  alfo  may  break  out  that  is,  from  the 
peculiar  cauftick  Quality  of  faline  Particles 
in  the  Body. 

.  WHEREFORE  if  this  can  be  done 
in  a  private  Peftilence,  what  we  may  not  ex¬ 
pert  from  a  Peftilence  that  is  the  Consequence 
of  an  Epidemick  Caufe  for  the  additional 
A ffi fiance  of  a  more  powerful  faline  Princi¬ 
ple  from  without,  cannot  but  greatly  actu¬ 
ate  the  animal  juices,  and  induce  a  compound 

Malignity 
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Malignity  abundantly  Efficient  for  the  Pro¬ 
duction  or'  pfcftilential  Carbuncles . 

THE  more  aggravated  therefore  the  faline 
Qualities  of  this  foreign  faline  Principles  :(liall 
be,  and  in  Proportion  to  the  Quantities  of  it 
infmuated  into  the  animal.  Fluids,  the  Car¬ 
buncles  will  break  out  more  or  fewer,  fooner 
or  later  -  although  as  long  as  the  pefHiential 
Poifon  flows  in  Company  with  other  Fluids 
within  the  Veflels,  it  feems  more  mild,  be- 
caufe  then  diluted,  than  when  leparated  and 
thrown  upon  the  Skin  by  the  natural  Excre¬ 
tory  Powers.  And  this  Expulfion  of  it  feems 
much  to  be  a  (lifted  by  the  common  Tenden¬ 
cy  of  lerous  Particles  towards  the  Surface, 
and  the  Congrefsof  nitro-aereal  Particles  there¬ 
with  •  but  nothing  however  is  more  manifeft 
than  that  when  the  peftilential  Poifon  hath 
got  to  the  Surf  ice,  it  exercifes  its  Virulence 
upon  all  the  Parts  it  touches,  and  leaves  cruel 
Marks  of  its  Triumph  behind  ;  the  lame  as 
which  like  wile  obtains  not  only  from  an  epi- 
demick  Peftilence,  but  upon  drinking  any 
poifonous  Draughts. 

BUT  it  concerns  us  here  to  remove  one 
Miftake  °7  For  it  is  laid  down  by  Dicmebrooeck , 
in  Oppofltion  to  the  common  Opinion,  that 
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a  Carbuncle  is  nothing  elfe  but  an  aTual  Gan¬ 
grene  j  for  if  any  Credit  may  be  given  to 
our  Experience,  which  we  look  upon  to  be 
as  well  founded  as  that  of  this  great  Man,  I 
do  not  remember  any  Carbuncles  (unlefs  where 
there  hath  fome  manifeft  Error  been  com¬ 
mitted  in  external  Applications,  or  the  Viru¬ 
lence  of  the  Peftilence  hath  been  greater  than 
ordinary)  to  have  tended  more  to  a  Sphacelus 9 
than  any  other  Confluences  of  the  peftilen- 
tial  Poifon. 

AND  were  there  not  innumerable  Tefti- 
monies  to  the  Truth  of  this,  many  Argu¬ 
ments  might  be  a  Hedged  in  its  Vindication  • 
for  while  there  is  a  free  Influx  of  vital  Spi¬ 
rits,  and  other  natural  Fluids,  into  the  Part 
affeTed  m0  while  the  native  Heat  is  preferved 
from  Suffocation,  and  Putrefaflaon  is  preven¬ 
ted,  what  Perfon  can  imagine  there  to  be 
any  particular  Difpoiition  to  Mortification  in 
a  fingle  Carbuncle  ?  And  the  more  eipeciaily 
*vlien  the  Spirits  are  fo  far  from  being  inter¬ 
cepted  by  the  Carbuncle* s  Eruption,  that  they 
how  more  plentifully  to  the  Part  •  when  the 
native  Heat  is  fo  far  from  being  fuffocated, 
that  by  its  Aflihance  a  falutary  Separation 
is  made  and  laftly,  when  the  Part  affefted 
is  fo  far  from  Putrefaftion,  and  rendered  more 

©  humid 
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humid  than  before,  that  thefe  fibre  Particles? 
of  an  efcharotick  Quality,  rather  prevent 
Mortification,  and  by  drying  the  Part  make 
it  rather  more  able  to  refrft  fuch  a  Change : 
And  according  to  the  bed  of  my  Remem¬ 
brance,  I  never  did  meet  with  a  Carbuncle  that 
mortified,  unlefs  from. the  Mifmanagement  or 
Carelelhefs  of  Surgeons,  or  when  the  highed 
Degree  of  Virulence  in  the  peftilential  Poifbn 
had  not  occafioned  an  immediate  Mortifica¬ 
tion. 

1ST  O  Part  of  an  humane  Body  was  free 
from  the  Eruption  of  the  Carbuncles •  And  I  filial! 
not  exceed  the  Truth,  if  I  affirm  that  I  have 
met  with  them  at  one  time  or  other  in  all 
Places.  But  this  Matter  will  yet  appear  more 
fully  beyond  Contradidion,  when  I  fihall  have 
brought  a  few  fie  led:  Indances  out  of  a  great 
Multitude,  to  put  it  quite  out  of  Difpute. 

A  Girl  of  about  12  Years  of  Age,  felt  a 
grievous  Pain  about  her  Bread,  where  quickly 
aider  the  Appearance  of  a  Pimple,  there  broke 
out  a  Carbuncle  ^  the  Ffchar  at  lad  came  off, 
and  the  Ulcer  difeharging  fome  Matter  plen¬ 
tifully  :  ■  after  about  twenty  Days  die  was 
reckoned  to  be  very  well,  had  not  a  Surgeon, 
too  railily  dreifed  her  with  the  red  drying 

Ointment 3 
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Ointment,  in  order  to  cicatrize  it *,  for  upon 
that  the  Peftilence  appeared  again,  and  killed 
her  in  about  three  Days,  undoubtedly  from  a 
Return  of  the  Venom  inwards  before  it  was 
all  difcharged. 


ANOTHER  Cafe,  almoft  beyond  Be¬ 
lief,  were  it  not  attefted  by  many  Eye-Wit- 
neiies,  was  of  a  Woman,  who  immediately 
after  Delivery  had  a  Carbuncle  appear  upon 
her  Breafts,  when  the  Infant  fucked  all  the 
Time  without  H  arm,  and  the  Woman,  through 
the  Favour  of  the  Seafon,  and  exafi  Care  in 
all  ReipeTs,  recovered.  I  was  alfo  another 
time  called  to  a  Man  of  advanced  Years,  whole 
whole  Thigh  and  Hip  was  over-run  with  a 
Carbuncle ,  but  the  Vefication  was  made  by 
iuch  an  ichorous  Serum ,  that  I  ftrongly  fuf- 
pefied  a  Mortification  ^  1  complained  of  being 
called  fo  late,  but  however  ordered  a  deep 
Scarification,  and  other  Means  fuitable, where¬ 
upon  there  grew  fome  Hopes  of  Separation, 
But  for  Want  of  inward  Strength  and  Spirits, 
the  Patient  died  \  whereas  another  of  a  more 
vigorous  Habit,  was  recovered  in  the  lame 
Cafe,  for  no  other  Reafon,  but  that  there  was 
Strength  enough  to  carry  him  through  it.  • 
Moreover,  I  once  met  with  a  Buboe  and  Carbun¬ 
cle  together  in  the  Groin  of  a  Boy,  not  above 

two 


two  Fingers  Breadth  of  each  other }  but  by 
due  Means,  both  medicinal  and  chirurgical, 
the  Lad  got  well  from  both  his  Ails  together. 

A  certain  Merchant  had  a  Carbuncle  upon 
his  Arm,  a  little  below  the  Elbow,  but  what 
was  mofc  unhappy  was,  that  at  the  Beginning 
he  was  fo  Impatient  of  the  Pain,  that  he  ap- 
plyed  a  Cooling  Cataplafm  to  it  of  his  own 
ordering,  for  fuddenly  thereupon  it  changed 
into  a  Gangrene,  to  obviate  which,  Scarri- 
fication  was  immediately  had  recourfe  to,  in 
the  Execution  of  which,  the  Surgeon  inad¬ 
vertently  cut  a  large  Vein,  which  caufed  fuch 
a  Flux  of  Blood,  as  could  not  be  hopped  by 
either  aTual  Cautery,  or  any  other  Means  • 
whereupon  followed  fuch  a  Sinking  of  his 
Spirits,  that  the  unfortunate  Gentleman  died 
in  three  Hours  time. 


b  A  SI  L  Y,  A  Carbuncle  appeared  on  the 
Finger  of  a  young  Woman, to  eradicate  which* 
tve  took  all  imaginable  Care  •  and  all  Things 
at  fir  ft  feemed  to  anfwer  our  Willies  •  but  the 
Uncertainty  of  humane  Expeftations  •  for 
the  i  a  Lien  t  with  her  old  None  Supping  plen' 
tiiully  upon  French  Beans,  that  very  Night 
the  Diftemper  returned  *  and  although  fixe 
Vomiteu  as  much  as  her  Strength  would  bear,. 

by 
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by  the  Provocation  of  an  Emetick  given  her* 
after  which  were  nied  the  m of  Cordial  Re¬ 
medies,  and  the  moft  warm  Alexipharmicks, 
early  in  the  Morning,  a  frelh  Carbuncle  came 
in  the  Place  of  the  old  one }  £he  was  delirious 
all  that  Day,  and  in  the  Evening  fhe  expired. 
After  the  Bearers  came  that  Night  to  bury 
her,  and  talked  of  fetching  away  the  old  Wo¬ 
man  next,  as  a  Perfon  dead,  the  poor  Wretch, 
as  awakened  from  Sleep,  cried  out,  fhe  was 
not  dead  •  but  fhe  difappointed  not  their  A- 
greement,  and  died  time  enough  to  be  carried 
away  the  fame  Night  to  the  burying  Place. 

I  might  eafily  imploy  a  Volume  in  a  Reci¬ 
tal  of  all  the  particular  Circumftances  of  thefe 
Carbuncles  ^  but  however,  berore  1.  difrnifs  this 
Subject,  I  cannot  omit  that  the  peftile.ntial 
Venom  was  in  a  very  great  Manner  commu¬ 
nicable  from  one  Carbuncle  to  another  ”,  Or  to 
fpeak  perhaps  more  properly,  the  faline  Vi¬ 
rulence  of  a  Carbuncle  would  generate  another 
w  he  refoe' ver  it  lodged. 

THE  Number  of  Carbuncles  was  undeter- 
miiiate,  fometimes  two,  three,  four,  or  moie, 
would  come  out  at  once,  the  peftilenual  Ve¬ 
nom  being  diffufed  to  many  Parts  at  the  fame 

Time-,  but  the  reft  we  fh?di  leave  to  that 

Section 
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Section  concerning  the  Cure  of  Carbuncles  }  we 
fhall  here  therefore  fubjoin  fomewhat  concerns 
ing  peftilential  Spots,  called  Petechia. 

TH'E  Petechia  then  are  little  Spots  upon 
the  Skin>  not  eafily  diftinguifhable  from  a 
Flea-Bite  •  though  this  Difference  may  be 
obferved,  in  a  Flea-Bite  there  may  be  feen 
a  Puncture  in  the  middle,  where  the  little 
Creature  had  ftruck  in  its  Teeth,  and  round 
it  an  Inflammation,  with  a  little  extravafa- 
ted  Blood  :  But  thefe  Spots  are  more  uniform 
In  their  Colour,  more  fixed,  and  difficult  to 
be  removed  •  whereas  upon  any  Preifure  with 
the  Finger,  a  Flea-Bite  gives  Way,  except  in 
the  central  Punflure.  Furthermore  the  pesti¬ 
lential  Petechia  are  to  be  diffinguifhed  from  the 
Spots  of  a  malignant  Fever,  as  they  are  deep¬ 
er  coloured  •  and  likewife  to  be  known  (as 
before  obferved )  from  Scurvy  Spots,  which 
are  much  broader,  and  not  always  exaflly 
round  ^  although  thefe  are  likewife  fometimes 
intermixed  with  the  peftilential  ones,  and  by 
Means  of  the  aforementioned  Affinities  be¬ 
tween  them,  hardly  in  fome  Cafes  to  be 

diftinguished. 

\ 

TO  this  it  may  be  added,  that  the  pe~ 
fhlential  Petechia  do  not  always  fix  in  the 

fame 
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fame  Parts,  and  fometimes  they  difappear* 
after  a  fliort  Stay  in  one  Place,  and  im¬ 
mediately  rife  in  others  :  And  indeed  there 
is  no  Part  altogether  exempted  from  them, 
although  they  chiefly  come  out  in  the 
Neck,  Breaft,  and  Back  ;  whereas  thofe  of 
the  Scurvy  come  moftly  in  the  extream 
Parts.  The  Reafon  of  this  in  the  former 
Gale  may  probably  be  from  the  Proximity 
of  the  larger  Veffels,  and  the  Largenefs  of 
the  Pores  about  the  Trunk  of  the  Body  ; 
and  in  the  Scurvy,  the  Legs  particularly 
are  moft  fpotted,  from  the  Tendency  and 
Precipitation  of  the  faline  Particles  down- 
wards. 


.  • 

T  H  E  Spots  were  fometimes  few,  but 
moft  commonly  very  numerous  ;  in  Lome 
they  were  fo  thick,  as  to  cover  in  a  man¬ 
ner  the  whole  Skin.  I  faw  a  little  Girl 
that  was  all  over  full  with  them,  but  upon 
a  large  Sweat  ariftng,  they  all  difappeared. 
Hand  Ihe  recovered;  yet  fometimes  the  Di- 
ftemper  was  fo  delufory,  that  thefe  Spots 
would  arife,  and  difappear,  and  come  out 
again,  for  feveral  Times ;  that  is,  when 
Nature  gave  its  utmoft  Efforts  to  expel 
tithe  Poifon,  they  might  be  feen  upon  the 
Surface ;  but  when  the  Spirits  languifhed 


Or 
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or  upon  any  external  Cold,  they  would  go 
in  again. 

I  might  here  conveniently  obferve,  that 
this  Eruption  was  almoft  always  fympto- 
matical,  and  very  rarely  critical  ;  the  Co¬ 
lour  of  them  was  not  always  tne  lame, 
fometimes  they  were  red,  or  purple,  at 
others  yellow,  and  fometimes  livid  or  black, 
according  to  the  Nature  and  Energy  of  the 
morbifick  Venom,  and  its  Complication  with 
other  Contingencies  ^  and  hence  we  natu¬ 
rally  pafs  to  the  effential  Chara&erifUcks  of 
a  Peffcilence.  q 

THE  genuine  peftilential  Characters, 
by  the  common  People  amongft  us  called 
Tokens,  as  the  Pledges  or  Fore-warnings  of: 
Death,  are  nothing  elfe  than  minute  and  I 
(Mina  Blafts,  which  have  their  Origin  from  i 
within,  and  rife  up  with  a  little  pyrami¬ 
dal  Protuberance,  having  the  peftilential 
Poifon  chiefly  collected,  at  their  Bafes,  and, 
according  to  the  accuftomed  Difperfion  Of 
fuch  Agents,  gradually  tainting  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  Parts,  and  reaching  to  the  Surface, 
as  the  Cofiguration  of  Veffels  and  Pores  are: 
difpoied  to  favour  their  Spreading. 


MORE- 
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M OREOVER  thefe  B Lifts  were  de¬ 
rivable  from  external  Cauies,  as  from  the 
Injuries  of  Air,  where  the  peftilential  Mlaf- 
mata  were  pent  up  and  condenfed,  and  by 
that  Means  their  Virulence  increafed  to  that 
Degree,  that  Life  it  lelf  was  immediately 
extinguiihed,  upon  coming  within  their 
Reach.  Nay,  fome  were  fb  fuddenly 
marked  with  thefe  fatal  Characters,  that 
they  did  *  not  before  find  themfelves  in  any 
other  Refpeft  out  of  Order*,'  which  is  a  - 
Circumftance  lo  well  known,  that  there  is 
little  need  to  confirm  it  by  particular  In- 
Ranees,  however,  for  the  Reader’s  Satis¬ 
faction,  I  ihall  recolleCt  one  or  two  FaCts 
of  this  Kind. 

I  was  called  to  a  Girl  the  frit  Day  of 
her  Seizure*  who  breathed  without  any 
Difficulty,  her  Warmth  was  moderate  and 
natural,  her  Inwards  free  from  glowing 
and  Pain,  and  her  Pulfe  not  unequal  or 
irregular;  but,  on  the  contrary,  all  Things 
genuine  and  well,  as  if  ihe  had  ailed  no¬ 
thing  ^  and  indeed  I  was  rather  Inclined  to 
think  ihe  counterfeited  being  hek,  than 
really  to  be  out  or  Order,  until  examining 
her  Bread:,  I  found  the  certain  Characters 
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of  Death  imprinted  in  many  Places  ;  and 
in  that  following  Night  flie  died,  before 
fhe  her  felf,  or  any  Perfon  about  her,  could 
difcern  her  otherwile  out  of  Order. 

Some  time  after  I  vilited  a  Widow  of 
Sixty  Years  of  Age,  whom  I  met  with 
at  Dinner,  where  ihe  had  eat  heartily  of 
Mutton,  and  filled  befides  her  Stomach 
with  Broth  •  after  I  had  enquired  into  le¬ 
ver  a  1  Particulars  relating  to  her  Health, 
fhe  affirmed  her  felf  to  have  never  been 
better  in  her  Life,  but  upon  feeling  her 
Pulfe,  I  perceived  it  to  intermit,  and  upon 
examining  her  Bread:,  I  found  an  Abundance 
of  ' tokens ,  which  proved  too  true  a 
Prognoftick,  that  even  after  fo  good  a 
Dinner  fhe  would  by  the  Evening  be  in 
another  W  or  Id. 

A  S  to  the  Eruption  of  theie  fatal 
Characters,  I  judged  them  to  be  rather  the’ 
Effects  of  the  pestilential  corrofive  Salt, 
than  of  any  Putrefaction  of  the  Humours; 
for  this  Poifon  wanting  room  for  Exhala¬ 
tion  through  the  Pores  of  the  Skin,  col¬ 
lected  in  Quantities  upon  the  Surface,  and 
for  want  of  Spirits  to  drive  therewith 
imprinted  thefe  Marks  thereupon. 
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FURTHERMORE  tliefe  external 
Parts  not  only  grew  dry  from  the  Acri¬ 
mony  of  this  Venom*  but  were  alfo  very 
liable  to  Mortification  by  an  Extinction  of 
the  vital  Spirits  ^  but  enough  of  this,  be- 
caufe  it  would  be  but  adding  Light  to 
the  Noon-day  Sun,  to  endeavour  to  con¬ 
firm  it  by  more  TeiHmonies. 

TEES  E  Tokens  did  differ  in  Regard  to 
their  Colour  and  Hardnefs  ^  of  their  Co¬ 
lour  we  fhall  Tpeak  hereafter :  Their 
Hardnefs  I  uled  to  try  with  a  Needle 
or  Penknife,  to  lee  whether  the  Senle 
and  Life  was  perilhed  or  not  •,  in  which 
Trials  I  found  a  great  deal  of  Difference, 
as  fome  would  be  penetrated  with  very 
little  Trouble,  when  others  were  even 
callous  and  horny,  and  difficult  to  be  pe¬ 
netrated.  The  Origin  of  thefe  1  conjecture 

to  be  from  the  nervous  Juice,  or  fome 

* 

gelatinous  Subfiance  evaporated  into  a 
gummy  Confiftence,  not  unlike  thole  horny 
Excrefcencies  from  the  Bones  ^  their  Or 

•  lour  and  Affinity  in  many  RefpeCts  with 

»  * 

W harts  is  alfo  remarkable. 

* 
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AND  herel  cannot  pa  fs  by  anlnffance  worth 
Obfervatation,ofaGirl  who  came  to  my  Houfe 
full  of  Sadnefs  and  Confternation,  already 
even  to  fink  down  *  upon  Examination  fhe 
told  me  that  flue  had  broke  out  from  an 
Houfe  where  flie  was  fhut  up  with  a 
Nurfe,  all  the  ref:  of  the  Family  being 
dead,  to  fliew  me  the  certain  Forerunner 
of  Death  upon  her,  faying  fine  had  the 
Tokens  upon  her  Leg  *,  but  I  foon  found 
a  Mifiake  that  might  have  been  fatal  to 
her,  for  it  was  only  a  Whart,  which  nei¬ 
ther  fhe  nor  the  Nurfe  had  ever  taken 
Notice  of  before:  ihe  was  foon  undeceived, 
and  by  my  Encouragement  fhook  off  all 
her  Fear  •  returning  Home  chearful  to  take 
thole  Medicines  which  were  direTed  to 
carry  off  the  Diforders  upon  her,  and 
fweatmg  her  plentifully,  removed  all  Suf* 
picion  of  the  Contagion  :  But  I  really  be¬ 
lieve,  that  had  not  her  Mind  been  foon 
made  eafie,  by  what  was  faid  to  her,  fhe 
would  have  died  merely  by  the  Force  of 
her  Imagination  •  as  fuch  a  Dread  extream- 
ly  aggravates  the  leaft  Complaints. 

BUT  fome  of  tliefe  Tokens  were  not 
only  fo  like  in  Appearance  to  Wharts,  that 

they 
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they  deceived  this  young  Girl,  for  fome- 
times  even  the  Surgeons  miftook  them  ^ 
and  I  was  beholden  to  the  Management 
before-mentioned  of  pricking  through  them, 
to  be  fatished  lometimes  my  felf,  as  well 
as  to  know  the  Degrees  of  Malignity  in 
the  Venom  of  the  true  Tokens  ^  where  I 
found  quickly  a  Senftbility,  I  took  it  for 
a  good  Sign,  and  thole  which  went  no  fur¬ 
ther  than  the  Skin,  would  oftentimes  hough 
off ;  whereas  when  they  went  deeper,  they 
were  deemed  dangerous,  elpecially  when 
the  Part  loft  its  Feeling,  and  threatned 
Sphacelation.  There  were  likewife  fome 
found  fo  extreamly  comatous,  that  the 
whole  Body  was  deprived  of  Senfe }  info- 
much  that  if  any  Limb,  or  Part  clear  of 
the  Tokens,  was  tried  by  Pundure,  or  Inch 
fion,  there  would  be  no  more  felt  than 
upon  the  deadly  Marks  themfelves ;  not- 
withftanding  which  Infenfibility  of  Body, 
fome  Faculties  of  tfre  Mind  would  return 
*  and  be  perceived  even  till  Death* 

THE  Fifiem  alfo,  as  well  as  the  ex¬ 
ternal  parts,  would  lometimes  be  marked 
with  thefe  Characters,  nay,  lometimes  it 
appeared,  that  the  Inwards  were  a  heeled, 

K  4  when 
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when  nothing  of  the  Tokens  were  feen  ex* 
ternalJy. 

THE  Magnitude  of  the  Tokens  were 
various,  fometimes  as  fmall  as  a  Pin’s  Head, 
and  at  others  larger,  ,  and  as  broad  as  a 
Silver  Peny  }  there  were  indeed  Inflances 
of  many  running  into  one,  but  this  was  but 
ieldom  in  the  late  Sicknefs. 

LASTLY,  Some  were  deprefled,  and 
others  prominent,  and  fome  did  not  appear 
till  the  infeTed  Perfon  was  dead}  fo  that 
it  did  not  fuffice  to  kill,  but  alfo  to  leave 
Marks  of  its  Triumph}  but  fome  of  the 
crafty  Nurles  would  put  the  dead  Body 
immediately  into  wet  Cloaths,  whereby  they 
flopped  the  further  Fermentation  of  the 
Juices,  and  reflrained  fuch  Eruption,  in 
Order  to  elude  the  Magiflrates  Notice  and 
Power,  to  fhut  up  the  Houles. 

j  4. 

BUT  how  much  foever  thefe  deep 
Marks  were  the  fure  Fore- warnings  of 
Death,  yet  fometimes  they  would  be  out 
from  the  fourth  Day  before,  and  remain  all 
that  while  as  terrible  Admonitions  both  to 
the  Sick  and  others, 
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S  that  Peftilence  which  of  late  made 


fo  great  Havock  among#  Mankind, 
was  fo  full  of  Shiftings  and  Changes  in 
its  Attacks  and  Progrefs,  that  very  little 
Certainty  could  be  had  of  its  Event  ^  it 
highly  concerns  the  Credit  and  Honour  of 
the  Faculty,  not  too  haftily  in  fuch  Cafes 
to  prognofHcate  either  Recovery  or  Death : 
In  Order  therefore  to  remove,  as  much  as 
poffible,  fuch  Difficulties  for  the  future, 
it  is  with  Cheerfulnefs  that  I  can  leave 
with  Pofterity  thofe  Obfervations  which  I 
have  been  able  to  make  in  my  daily  Atten- 
dance  upon  the  Infefted,  to  the  utmoft  Ha¬ 
zard  of  my  Life,  through  the  Courfe  of  this 

late  Sicknefs. 

* 

THE  prognoftick  Signs  then  regard  either 
the  Pefti  fence  it  felf,  as  to  its  Origin,  Heighth, 
and  Declenfion,  or  the  Recovery  or  Death  of 
the  Patient. 


FROM 
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FROM  certain  and  undoubted  Signs$ 
for  fome  time  foregoing  the  mamfejl  Erup¬ 
tion  of  the  Plague ,  may  its  Degrees  oj  Se - 
verity  be  prognosticated, 

AS  fharp  and  immoderate  Pains  appa¬ 
rently  denote  a.  peftilential  Conftitution,  and 
like  wife  Tumors  breaking  out  again  upon 
Parts  before  affe&ed :  For  it  is  a  Cafe 
that  I  have  often  met  with,  that  thofe 
who  have  had  Buboes  and  Carbuncles  in  the 
Sicknefs  well  cured,  to  break  out  again 
afterwards,  from  fome  Remains  of  the  pefti¬ 
lential  Venom  yet  lurking  in  the  Conflitu- 
tion,  and  not  to  be  conquered. 

WHENSOEVER  chronick  Difeafes 

are  changed  into  acute  ones,  it  may  be 

concluded  that  the  InJre&ion  is  not  far  off  } 

For  Valetudinarians  are  more  lenfible  of  .any 

approaching  Diforder  than  thofe  who  are 

idrong  and  healthful :  And  from  a  natural 

Caufe  may  it  be  accounted  why  infirm 

Conftitutions  can  certainly  foretel  feveral 

Changes  in  the  Air,  and  be  forewarn’d 

of  other  external  Inconveniencies ;  and  the 

) 

more  virulent  any  infePrious  Miafmata  are, 
the  fooner  do  they  aided  Rich  Habits  j 

and 
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:  arid  it  feems  peculiar  to  the  Plague  to  be 
j  preceded  by  its  pernicious  Effluvia,  like  fo 
i|  many  Officers  feizing  the  Weak-  and  Help- 
t  iefs  firft ;  and  fuch  it  tyrannizes  over  by 
■i  converting  the  morbid  Humours  into  its 
i>  own  Nature,  in  fubtilizing  thofe  which  are 

I  groks,  acuating  the  dull,  heating  the  cold, 
changing  the  natural  Ferments,  and  in  ihort, 
jj  by  inducing  oppofite  Qualities  into  the 

|  whole  Conflitution. 

■ 

I 

1  MOREOVER,  in  this  Regard  we 
|  may  confider  the  frequent  Mortalities  a- 
i  mongft  Cattle,  which  fbregoe  an  Infeftion 

I  among#  ^ Mankind ;  for  thefe  Creatures 

■ 

living  for  the  moil  Part,  both  Night  and 
(  Bay,  in  the  open  Air,  not  only  are  more 
|  influenced  by  it  when  tainted,  but  are  alfo 
|  hurt  by  the  infeftious  Venom  which  ga¬ 
ll  thers  upon  the  Herbage ;  as  likewife  they 
I  are  more  liable,  on  other  Accounts,  to  fee! 
I  its  fir#  Approaches,  becaufe  its  freed  Pro- 
j  gxefs  is  in  open  Places. 

|  MOREOVER,  when  there  is  a  ge- 
I  neral  Sadnefs  and  Confier. nation  upon  the 
I  Minds  of  the  People  from  no  manifeft 
I  Caufe,  fo  that  the  whole  Multitude  are 
I  pale  and  fpiritlefs,  who  can  think  but 

that 


140  The  prcgnoftic 4  Signs 

that  fome  general  Calamity  is  at  Hand? 

AND  certainly  this  will  not  appear;  a 
very  difficult  Conjeflure,  and  remote  from 
Reafon,  when  we  duly  confider  the  ftrange 
Intercourfe  and  Familiarity  which  the  Spi¬ 
rits  maintain  with  Things  very  occult? 
and  at  a  Di fiance  *  for  whofoever  rightly 
weighs  this  Matter,  will  perceive  the  Spi¬ 
rits  capable  of  very  fubtile  Impreffions, 
by  Means  of  their  Intercourfes  with  the 
Imagination,  whereby  they  are  capable  of 
perceiving,  tho’  obfcurely,  any  approach¬ 
ing  Evil,  and  confequently  of  exciting  a- 
mongfl  the  Populace  a  general  Appreheniion 
concerning  Futurity,  without  any  miraculous 
Influence. 

LASTLY,  All  fore-bodings  of  any 
Kind  denote  the  Malignancy  of  the  ap¬ 
proaching  Evil,  becaufe  they  are  manifeft- 
ly  from  the  Influence  of  the  peftilential 
Miafmata  •  and  the  further  oif  fuch  Impref- 
lions  are  made,  the  greater  do  they  prc- 
gnofticate  the  future  Calamity  will  be; 
becaufe  fuch  Irradiations  at  a  Di fiance,  and 
propagated  through  a  long  Traft  of  Air, 
denote  the  great  Energy  and  Virulence  of 
their  Origin  when  therefore  the  Pefflence 

feldom 
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felclom  appears  without  liich  Forewarnings 
and  gradually  diffufes  according  to  the 
greater  or  lefler  Liberty  for  the  nitro-aeriai . 
Poifon  to  move  in,  and  the  fir  ft  Perceptions 

j  of  it  are  fo  terrible,  what  Miferies  and 

■ 

Defolations  may  not  be  expelled  from  it, 

when  it  is  arrived  in  its  full  Force  ? 

; 

A  Pejlilence  that  it  fierce  and  deadly  in 

\  its  frfi  Attack y  foon  ceafes. 

I' 

I  call  fuch  a  Peftilence  fierce,  that  imme- 
|  diately  deftroys  the  ftrongeft  Conftitutions, 
r  and  which  being  every  where  diffufed,  feizes 
I  all  at  once  ^  for  the  looner  the  venomous 
*  Semlnium  is  fpread  and  wafted,  the  looner' 
i  will  its  Fury  be  over. 

« 

THE  Times  of  a  Pejlilence  in  its  De~ 

I  creafe ,  are  in  Proportion  to  the  Twees  of 

|  its  In  ere  a/e  t 

«  •  1 

FOR  the  infeftious  Poifon  does  not  a<T 
I  precarioufly,  but  in  a  regular  and  uniform 
|  Manner,  as  it  fully  appeared  by  the  Courfe 
of  the  late  Sicknefs  amongft  us ;  (not  to 
:  mention  others  at  a  greater  Diftance  of: 

kJ 

'  Place  and  Time)  but  this  will  be  beft 

made 
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made  appear  from  the  Tables  of  Mortality 
hereunto  annexed* 

THE  Caufe  of  a  Pejl Hence  being  re¬ 
moved ,  Jfmt f  or  extinguished ,  its  Ejfeffis 
immediately  ceafe* 

A  S  Fire  goes  out  when  its  Fuel  is 
wanting,  or  fpent,  fo  the  peftilential  Viru^ 
lence  continually'  wants  fomewhat  to  keep 
it  up,  and  no  longer  than  it  is  fupplied 
with  that  neceifary  Pabulum  will  it  laft  l 
Although  I  acknowledge  that  fometimes 
thele  fatal  Sparks  will  lie  as  it  were  lino- 
thered  in  their  own  Ruins,  for  fome  Time, 
and  after  a  certain  Interval  break  cut  again 
into  its  fir  ft  Fury,  from  the  original  Caufe 
that  as  yet  hath  never  been  extinguifhed. 
Ann  hence  peihaps  fome  may  be  led  into 
an  Ei  101  about  the  Plague’s  being  co-<eval 
wIlii  the  \V  or  Id,  and  its  continual  Subfiftance 
in  one  Place  or  another,  as  external  Cir- 
cuniftances  favour  its  Propagation  or  Hin¬ 
drance  for  the  very  Increafe  of  the  pe-* 
ftiiential  Semiyiium^  after  every  Interval  of 
Recefs,  plainly  fhews  it  to  take  frefti  Root  • 
and  upon  the  total  Extirpation  of  it,  I  can- 
^0-  fee  how  the  fame  can  appear  a  a  a  in ; 

And 
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Arid  this  is  confirmed  by  the  almoft  con¬ 
tinual  Varieties  in  different  Infedions. 

* 

W  E  now  come  in  Courfe  to  fpeak  of 
thofe  Prognofticks,  which  regard  the  Death 
or  Recovery  of  the  Infe&ed* 

EVERT  Hemorrhage  is  hady  hut  a  Flux 
of  the  Menfes  always  fatal . 

A  Loofenefs  of  the  Rowels ,  efpecially  in 
the  Beginnings  is  commonly  a  Sign  of  Death . 

BECAUSE  by  this  Evacuation  a 
Diafhorefis  is  prevented,  the  Strength  is 
wafted,  and  the  Poifon  is  fo  far  thrown 
upon  the  Bowels,  as  fometimes  to  induce 
Mortification  •  the  Cafe  is  likewife  not 
much  better  when  the  Faces  are  extreamly 
fetid,  and  there  is  no  Relief  thereby  or 
when  they  are  green,  or  black,  or  come  a- 
way  involuntarily,  efpecially  when  attended 
with  a  Dyfentery. 

IV  HE  RE  the  Lungs  are  tender ,  weak) 
or  diftempered ,  it  generally  ends  HL 

FOR  I  can  hardly  remember  any  one 

who  had  bad  Lungs  that  e fcaged  in  the 

late 
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late  Sicknefs ;  and  it  was  a  conilant  Ob- 
lervation,  that  ARhmatick  Perfons,  not 
011I7  by  frequent  and  hard  Infpiration  drew 
in  more  of  the  poifonous  Steams  than  o- 
thers,  but  alfo  that  the  weakned  Force  of 
that  Organ,  gave  Opportunity  to  them  to 
fix  their  Lodgment  there. 

MrH  E  N  Perfons  grew  no  better  for 
Sweatings  but  weaker ,  and  the  DiJIemper 
higher 5  it  was  judged  fatal . 

FOR  after  Nature  had  made  fuch  an 
Effort  to  expel  the  Venom  to  no  Purpofe, 
all  Hopes  of  Recovery  could  not  but  va- 
nifli.  A  great  Expence  of  Spirit,  and  a 
general  Decay  of  Strength,  mull:  be  the 
Confequence  of  fuch  a  Wall ;  and  a  Conti¬ 
nuance  of  Sweat  like  wile  brings  on  a  dan- 
gerous  Colliquitation,  or  is  a  Sign  of  it ;  and 
thofe  hot  fliarp  Sweats,  which  veficate  the 
Skin,  are  alfo  to  be  fufpefied :  Moreover, 
it  is  very  hazardous  when- cold  Sweats  come 
after  fiich  hot  ones.  Rut  the  moil  cer¬ 
tain  Fatality  of  all,  is  from  fuch  Sweats 
as  have  a  cadaverous  Smell  •  altho’  there 
was  fame  times  a  very  difagreeable  fcented 
Sweat,  with  which  they  recovered,  as  with 
it  exhaled  the  pefrilential  Venom. 

A 


of  the  late  Tejlilence.  ij.y 

A  Lofs  of  Appetite  jor  a  great  while, 
proved  mojl  commonly  but  a  dangerous 
Prognoflick. 

I  T  appear Sj  by  what  hath  been  already 
faid,  that  a  Loathing  at  Stomach  was  a 
certain  Sign  of  Infection  *,  and  upon  a  Con¬ 
tinuance  of  it,  it  was  neceifary  that  there 
ffiould  enfue  a  Defeat  of  Kourilhrhent  and 
Strength,  which  made  a  Perfon  much  more 
liable  to  the  worfi:  Influences  of  the  Di- 

*  -■  T.  « 

ffemper,  and  even  to  Erofion  and  Sphacela¬ 
tion  of  the  Stomach. 

DEAF  A7  ESS  joined  with  Drowfmefs ? 
were  Signs  the  Parotides  would  foon  appear. 

WHEN  Buboes  went  in  again  without 
due  Evacuation ,  and  while  bad  Symptoms 
continued ,  Matters  were  generally  doubtful , 
dnd  for  thqgnof  Part  very  dangerous. 

I  always  looked  upon  my  Labours  to  be 
defeated,  whenfoever  thefe  1  umours  dif- 
appeared  of  a  fudden  without  any  manifeft 
Caule  for  it  was  owing  to  the  Retreat  of 
the  Venom  inwards,  where  it  made  terrible 

Mifchief,  and  was  extreariily  difficult  to  be 

~L  -  ;  got 
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got  again  to  the  Surface  **  yet  if  Sweats 
broke  out,  that  the  Patient  could  well  bear* 
it  was  not  uncommon  for  them  to  return* 
and  bring  again  Matters  into  an  hopeful 
State. 

WHENSOEVER  theft  Tumours 
are  difcoloured 5  ejpecially  tending  to  Black - 
nefs,  or  do  not  fupp urate,  or  are  infenfible, 
it  may  be  pronounced  the  Patient  will  be 
tv  or  ft. 

T  H  E  more  Buboes  there  are,  ft  that 
they  fupp  urate,  the  better. 

CJRBVNC  LES  are  always  more 
danoerom  than  Buboes  ; 

BOTH  on  Account  of  their  fliarper 
Pain*  and  greater  Difficulty  to  cure. 

T  H  E  f mailer  the  Carbuncles  are  in 
Comp  aft,  and  their  Situation  remote  from  the 
Vifcera5igr^6r  Vejfels ,  Tendons,  and  Nerves, 
and  the  fewer  they  are  in  Number ,  by  fo 
much  it  is  the  better ;  and,  on  the  contrary , 
when  they  Jpread  like  a  Gangrene ,  and  are 
near  the  principal  Parts,  as  the  Breafl  or 
Belh/,  and  alfo  are  numerous,  or  livid ,  the 

Fate 
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Fate  of  the  Patient  may  he  pronounced 
defperate. 

THE  peftilential  Tokens,  ejpecially 
when  they  are  deep ,  are  the  f^re  and  JJreedy 
Mejfengers  of  Death . 

FOR  a  general  Mortification  commonly 
follows  thele  particular  ones  :  although  there 
is  fometimes  (as  before  oblerved)  fomeTime 
given  between  one  and  the  other,  as  for  two 
or  three  Days. 

1 

A  Complication  of  had  Symptoms  together  $ 
precipitates  the  Patient  into  another  World* 

NAY,  fometimes  when  there  are  many 
Symptoms  of  Recovery,  the  obftinate  Con¬ 
tinuance  of  one  bad,  is  enough  to  determine 
the  Patient’s  Fate. 

FROM  the  inconfiant  Appearance  of 
the  Urine j  there  can  be  no  certain  Judg- 
ment  made . 

THE  Urine  indeed  of  thefe  Patients  is 
generally  not  to  be  difiinguiihed  from  that 
of  healthful  Perlons,  although  fometimes 
its  Stench  is  not  to  be  endured  -7  this  a 

L  1 
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certain  Phyfician  found  to  his  Coft,  who 
taking  the  Urinal  too  near,  was  infefted 
by  the  Scent,  fell  ill,  and  in  three  Days  died. 

THE  Pulfe,  which  in  all  other  Dijeafes 
is  almojl  a  Certain  Index ,  in  this  Sicknefs 
could  not  be  at  all  trufted  to . 

THOSE  who  were  comatous  in  the 
Beginning  or  Height  of  the  Dijeafes  feldom 
efcaved* 

THESE  Prognofficks  I  thought  my  felf 
obliged  to  take  Notice  of,  by  the  Method  I 
propofed  to  my  felf  herein  *  but  that  I 
have  omitted  many,  is  to  be  excufed  by 
the  Difficulty  and  Difference  of  Judgment 
in  thefe  Matters:,  for  fuch  was  the  delufory 
Appearance  of  this  Peftilence,  that  many 
Patients  were  loft  when  they  were  thought 
in  a  fafe  Recovery  and  when  we  thought 
the  Conqueft  quite  obtained,  Death  run  away 
with  theViTory*,  whereas  others  got  over 
it,  who  were  quite  given  over  for  loff  ^  much 
to  the  Difreputation  of  our  Art. 
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Concerning  the  Cure  of  the  late  Pejlilence . 

ALTHOUGH  a  peftilential  Infe£Hon 
is  extreamly  dangerous,  and  doubtful 
as  to  its  Confequences,  very  few  being 
fpared  by  it,  when  in  its  greatefl:  Height, 
yet  we  are  by  no  Means  to  defpair  in  fo 
great  a  Difficulty,  and  give  up  .the  whole 
Race  of  Mankind  to  Deftru&ion  as  foon 
as  it  comes,  but  be  rather  Simulated  to 
greater  Endeavours  *  and,  like  faithful  Mi- 
nifters  of  Nature,  Rudy  all  Helps  againft 
fuch  common  and  grievous  Calamities. 

BUT  before  we  enter  upon  that  Part 
which  feeks  Affiftance  from  Medicine,  it 
may  be  necedary  to  exhort  the  Infefted, 
that  they  have  due  Regard  to  the  Almighty 
Power,  not  only  in  confeffing,  and  Peeking 
*  Forgivenefs  for  Sin,  but  in  imploring  his 
Bleffing  upon  thofe  Remedies  and  Means 
for  Recovery,  which  even  the  mod:  skilful 
Phyfician  can  prefer ibe. 

THE  Infe&ed  alfo  ought  to  be  admo- 
niflied  that  they  make  their  Wills  y  and 

L  3  %tl$ 
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fettle  their  worldly  Affairs,  fo  as  to  pre¬ 
vent  Contention  and  Law-Suits,  leaft  by  the 
Severity  of  ftich  a  Diftemper  they  ffiould 
phance  to  be  carried  off.  But  this  is  to  be 
done  before  they  are  affe&ed  at  all  in 
their  Under ftandings  by  the  Difeafe. 

'  '  'p 

LASTLY,  It  is  likewile  to  be  enjoin¬ 
ed  the  Sick,  that  they  quietly,  fubmiffive- 
Jy,  and  with  a  chearful  Confidence,  com¬ 
mit  themfelves  to  the  Care  and  Manage¬ 
ment  of  their  Phyficians :  And  hence  ap¬ 
pears  the  Difficulty  of  that  Task  to  watch 
over  thofe  who  are  in  Rich  imminent  Dan¬ 
ger  and  what  Variety  of  Cares  lie  upon 
him  who  undertakes  it,  and  who  often 
falls  himfclf  by  that  Tyrant  he  is  endea¬ 
vouring  to  defend  others  from  ? 

BUT  to  do  juffice  to  the  Sacred  Art- 
in  its  relieving  Mankind  in  fuch  cruel 

V/ 

Diieales,  this  muff  eternize  the  Sons  of 
EfculapM)  that  they  feern  to'  be  born  for 
the  Publick  Good,  by  their  Ufefulnefs  even 
in  a  Peftilence,  as  well  as  other  more  com- 
mon  Calamities  of  Life  ;  but  on  this  Head 
I  ihall  forbear  faying  more,  knowing  how 
unworthy  I  am  to  give  due  flonour  to  fo  . 

much  W ortho 
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BUT  in  the  Profecution  hereof,  as  fome 
heretofore  have  taken  a  great  deal  of  Pains 
to  no  Purpofe  in  finding  an  universal  Jpecificlz 
againft  the  Peftiience,  and  have  impofed 
many  palpable  Faliities  upon  the  World 
under  fuch  Pretences  *,  ft)  our  moaern  Coal- 
Blowers  have  in  like  Manner  cried  up  their 
pernicious  Secrets,  and  wickedly  impofed 
them  upon  the  credulous  Populace.  Cer¬ 
tainly  thefe  publick  Cheats  ought  them- 
felves  to  be  deemed  pefhlential,  as  their 
Notions  and  Practice  is  abhorrent  to  all 
found  Reafon :  For  it  the  Arguments  on 
both  Sides  the  Queftion  be  fairly  ftated, 
any  one  will  be  convinced,  that  there  ne¬ 
ver  as  yet  hath  been  difcovered  in  Nature, 
the  full  and  abfolute  Effence  of  a  PefH- 
lence,  but  that  it  fill  remains  a  Myftery  to 
Mankind  •  wherefore  in  this  Diftemper  a 
Per  Ion  mu  ft  proceed,  as  in  all  others,  by 
a  ferious  Attention  to  the  manifeft  Sym¬ 
ptoms,  and  a  rational  Conformity  of  the 
Means  of  Cure  thereunto*,  and  while  we 
hold  to  this  only  Rule  of  Procedure,  al¬ 
though  the  Severity  of  the  Diftemper  may 
conquer  feveral-,  yet  many  alfo  may  ne 
fayed. 


1  $2  Concerning  the  Cure 

IT  now  comes  to  us  to  declare  what  a 

Phyfician  has  to  do  in  this  Calamity  •  as 

therefore  the  Diffiafe  admits  of  no  Delays, 

Help  mu  ft  be  immediately  procured,  and 

the  Phyfician  ought  to  fly  to  the  Patient’s 

Succour,  leaft,  by  any  Omiftion,  the  Cafe 

fhould  be  got  beyond  Recovery,  and  a  Per- 

» 

fon  be  loft  for  Want  of  timely  Aftiftance. 

WHEN  the  Phyfician  is  come,  he 
ought  to  addrefs  the  Patient  with  Chear- 
fulnefs,  and  blame  thofe  Fears  and  melan¬ 
choly  Apprehenfions  which  give  many  over 
too  much  into  the  Power  of  the  Diftemper, 
by  cutting  off  all  Hopes  of  Recovery. 

LASTLY,  According  to  the  general 
Directory  of  our  College  be fo rementioned, 
the  moft  generous  and  efficacious  Medicines 
muft  be  contrived  with  the  utmoft  Care  and 
Deliberation. 

I  N  the  firft  Place  then,  whether  Phle¬ 
botomy  is  to  be  pradtifed  or  not,  is  juft- 
ly  to  be  queftioned  and  indeed  I  ftiouid 
pafs  it  by  here  as  fatal,  but  that  I  know 
many  unskilful  and  rafh  Perfons,  who  not 
only  let  Blood  largely  at  one  Time,  but 

order 
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order  it  likewife  to  be  repeated  until 
tjie  Patient  faints. 

BUT  if  the  Authority  of  the  Anci¬ 
ents  as  well  as  the  Experience  of  the 
Moderns  hath  any  Weight,  and  indeed 
h  our  own  Practice  may  be  regarded,  it 
is  highly  to  be  feared,  from  many  In¬ 
stances,  that  Bleeding  in  a  genuine  PefH- 
lerice  is  not  only  to  be  fufpeffed,  but 
charged  as  pernicious  •  for  we  have  many 
times  feen  the  Blood  and  Life  drawn  away 
together  ^  which  makes  it  aftonifhing  to 
lee  the  Prafbifers  in  fuch  Mifchief  dare 
to  jufHhe  the  fatal  Error ;  what  is  it  that 
indicates  this  Evacuation  ?  Is  it  intenfe 
Heat,  or  any  Turgefcency  of  the  Vef- 
fels?  Or  is  it  to  give  Vent  to  the  pefti- 
lential  Poifbn  to  make  its  efcape  ?  Cer¬ 
tainly  nothing  to  me  feems  more  abfurd  *, 
for  if  the  other  Symptoms  do  not  remit 
with  the  Fever,  the  Patient  will  be  plunge 
ed  into  the  utmoft  Hazard  •  for  how  can 
the  Blood  and  other  Juices  be  depurated, 
if  the  febrile  Heat  is  extinguifhed  ?  Not 
to  fay  any  thing  of  a  Suppreifion  of  fa- 
Jutary  Breathings  hereby,  a  Perverflon  of 
the  natural  Secretions,  and  Sinking  the 
Spirits. 


THEY 
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THEY  alfb  are  under  as  great  an  Er¬ 
ror,  who  fetch  their  Reafons  for  this  Pra¬ 
ctice  from  the  Turgefcency  of  the  Veflels  ^ 
for  while  inordiate  Hurries  are  excited 
in  the  Blood,  from  difagreeing  and  hete¬ 
rogeneous  Particles  thriving  to  extricate 
themfelves  from  one*  another,  there  is  made 
thereby  only  a  feeming  Plenitude  ,  what  Mad- 
nefs  then  mu  ft  it  be,  in  order  to  remove 
an  imaginary  Fulnefs,  to  fink  the  neceftary 
Strength  by  a  rath  Effufion  o f  Blood  ? 

AND  laftly,  the  morbifick  Poifon  is 
not  of  that  kind,  as  to  feek  an  Efcape  at 
the  Orifice  of  a  Vein,  and  run  out  with 
the  flowing  Bloody  and  which  (as  before 
proved;  affe&ing  chiefly  the  Spirits,  and 
refiding  in  other  Veifels,  makes  this  Me¬ 
thod  of  Cure  in  a  Peftilence  impracticable. 
I  will  not  however  deny  but  that  there 
may  pofllbly  be  Circumftances  in  malignant 
and  peftilentiai  Fevers,  which  may  juftifie 
Phlebotomy,  as  when  it  is  done  for  Revul- 
fion  lake,  in  too  great  a  Flux  of  the  Menfes  : 
But  in  a  genuine  Peftilence,  it  is  not  to  be 
meddled  with.  There  is  but  one,  as  I  can 
remember,  who  ftirvived  it  in  the  late  Sick- 
ncfs }  but  it  is  needlefs  to  lay  any  more 


upon 
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upon  a  Sub] eft  fo  plain,  and  therefore  I 
ihall  pafs  to  what  is  of  more  Confequence. 

A  S  for  what  concerns  the  next  Means 
of  Remedy,  an  Emetick  may  be  given  in 
the  Infancy  of  the  Difeafe,  where  the  Sto¬ 
mach  is  loaded  either  by  over-eating,  or  by 
a  Crowd  of  bad  Humours,  or  when  there 
is  a  Loathing,  or  a  Bitternefs  in  the  Mouth  \ 
fo  that  any  particular  Conformation  of 
the  Brea#  and  bfock  doth  not  contra-indi¬ 
cate  •  and  among#  thefe  Remedies,  they 
are  preferrable  which  plentiiuily  excite 
Vomiting  without  working  alfo  down¬ 
wards. 

O  F  this  Lind  are  the  Syr.  Diafari  Fcr- 
tielijy  Syr.  Scabief.  compof.  Oxymel.  Sell  lit.  and 
chiefly  the  Sal  Fltrioli  ♦,  but  the  Antimenial 
Preparations  are  not  fo  advifable.  The 
Dole  of  the  Emetick  ought  to  be  lame 
enough  to  empty  the  Stomach  foon}  and 
the  PofTet-drink  ufed  in  the  Operation,  in 
order  to  rince  off  its  Coats  all  Filthiness, 
is  to  be  impregnated  with  Car  duns,  Scordiumy 
Meadow-fweety  But  ter -Burr,  See.  boiled  in  it, 
In  my  own  Praftice,  I  have  always  found 
good  Service  from  large  Draughts  of  the 
poffet-drink  aboyementioned,  fweetned  with 
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fimfle  Oxymelj  without  any  other  previous 
Emetick  given. 

AFTER  Vomiting  is  over,  in  order 
to  enable  the  Stomach  the  better  to  keep 
any  Alexifharmick  Medicines,  its  Force 
may  be  greatly  ftrengthned  by  adding  Sto- 
machicks  to  the  Alexifharmicks :  But  if 
a  Reaching  to  vomit  prove  Symptomati¬ 
ca!,  Emeticks  are  by  all  Means  to  be  a- 
voided  ^  leaffc  the  Phyfician  (like  old  Nur- 
fes,  who  are  altogether  ignorant  of  the 
Rules  of  Practice)  ihould  promote  that 
Symptom,  which  by  fruitlefs  Strains  wafte 
the  Spirits,  and  follicit  the  peRilential  Ve¬ 
nom  into  the  Stomach  from  diftant  Parts  . 
which,  when  fixed  there,  Rill  jrritates  into 
more  violent  Reachings,  that  cannot  be  ah 
fwaged  by  any  Remedies. 

♦ 

ALTHOUGH  in  other  Cafes  a  Vo¬ 
miting  may  be  removed  by  Emeticks ,  yet 
in  a  PefHlence  it  is  dangerous  to  follow 
fuch  PraTice  *  becaule  the  Malignity,  or 
rather  Nitro-faline  Efjhviay  vellicate  the 
Mouth  of  the  Stomach,  and  fo  invert  its 
nervous  Coats,  although  empty,  as  to  bring 
pn  Convulsions:  And  fome  Perfons  feem 
to  have  their  Stomachs  full,  as  overloaded 

wit!} 
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with  Food,  who  crave  to  be  freed  by 
Vomiting,  which  it  is  by  no  Means  fafe 
to  indulge  them  in,  becaufe  fuch  a  Senfa- 
tion  of  Fulnefs  proceeds  only  ftom  the 
peftilential  Poifon  vellicating  the  Mem¬ 
branes,  while  the  Stomach  is  it  felf  free 
from  Food,  *  or  bad  Humours  \  but  what 
further  concerns  this  Matter,  will  come  to 
be  further  confidered  under  the  Cure  of 
Symptoms. 

* 

MOREOVER,  Purges  are  juftly reck¬ 
oned  amongft  Medicines  of  great  Efficacy  j 
but  whether  or  no  they  are  to  be  uled 
in  the  Cafe  before  us,  is  a  Difficulty,  and, 
full  of  Controverfy  amongft  Pjiylicians 
and  indeed  the  Varieties  in  peftilential 
Difeafes,  the  Differences  of  Conftitutions, 
the  various  Complication  of  Circumftauces, 
the  Uncertainty  of  Seafons,  Cfrc.  do  make 
it  impoffible  to  give  any  general  Rules 
hereupon  •  wherefore  I  fhall  go  no  further 
than  what  my  own  Practice  hath  enabled 
me  to  judge  concerning  it. 

A  Turgefcency  or  Diftemperature  of 
Humours  do  certainly  call  for  an  Evacu-: 
ation  this  Way  *,  that  is,  when  the  Hu¬ 
mours  are  troublefome  more  by  their. 

Quantity 
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Quantity  than  any  Simulating  Quality } 
when  therefore  the  Conftitution  is  not 
able  to  conquer  fuch  a  Burthen,  neither 
by  Digeftion  nor  Expulfion,  Catharticks 
are  certainly  neceiTary  to  help  away  the 
Load,  and  efpecially  if  a  Perfon  hath  been 
before  eating  to  Excefs* 

BUI'  if  this  Evacuation  be  delayed  till 

the  Juices  have  received  the  peflilential 

Taint,  the  Humours  are  then  rather  to  be 

depurated,  than  purged  away  by  Cathar- 

ticks  j  and  it  is  certainly  better  to  truft  to 

the  Strength  of  iNature,  when  Things  are 

gone  To  far,  to  do  the  Work  her  own  Way : 

And  whether  or*  no  the  Blood  is  too  much 
■% 

fufed,  or  (according  to  fome)  coagulated, 
purging  Medicines  are  certainly  to  be  a- 
voided  \  for  in  the  firft  Cafe  they  fur¬ 
ther  agitate  and  fufe  the  Blood,  befides  the 
Hazard  of  breaking  open  fuch  Veflels  as 
may  not  without  great  Difficulty  be  aaain 
doled-,  the  fame  Medicines  are  alfo  hurt¬ 
ful  in  the  Blood’s  Coagulation,  becaufe  they 
evacuate  only  the  lerous  Parts,  and  leave 
the  Remainder  more  vifcid  and  tenacious, 
whereby  Obftru£Hons  are  readred  more 
perverle  and  unconquerable,  and  the  flag¬ 
rant  Matter  without  a  Poffibility  of  Di¬ 
lution, 
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lution,  and  Reftitution  to  its  priftine  State 
of  Fluidity,  as  alfo  more  ftrongly  inclofmg 
the  peftilential  Poifon  at  the  fame  Time  ; 
it  is  alfo  greatly  to  be  feared,  that  in  lb 
great  an  Agitation  the  morbifick  Venom 
may  be  drawn  to  the  Bowels,  and  Sphace¬ 
lation  follow  thereupon. 

THAT  Purging  may  be  alfo  pra&i fed 
with  Succefs,  the  Strength  of  the  Patient 
is  carefully  to  be  confulted,  for  where 
the  Spirits  are  low,  or  deficient,  it  may 
not  only  prove  unfafe,  but  fatal  *,  and  where 
the  Bowels  are  extreamly  Simulated  by 
the  Cathartick,  and  the  Humours  greatly 
put  into  Fulion  by  its  ratifying  Qualities, 
they  will  be  apt  to  pals  oft  in  too  large 
a  Profufion. 

WHAT  can  a  Perfon  li;|ewife  expert 

to  do  with  a  Cathartick ,  in  Diforders  of 

the  Spirits?  It  certainly  appears  to  me 

more  likely  to  purge  away  all  the  Humours 

of  the  Body,  than  re-kindle  the  Spirits  that 

are  oppreffed,  cloudy,  and  almofl  extinfl, 

by  Rich  Means }  and  turthei,  as  the  Sun- 

tilty  of  the  pefcilential  Poifon  inclines  it 

rather  to  efcape  by  the  fuperficlal  Poies, 

than  the  larger  Emun&ories,  this  Me¬ 
thod 
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thod  is  contrary  to  that  natural  Tendency, 
calling  it  back  again  from  the  Circum¬ 
ference  to  the  Center:,  I  cannot  imagine 
what  they  propofe,  who  even  repeat  in 
thefe  Cafes  their  purging  Medicines,  until 
they  bring  both  intolerable  Pains,  and  Grip- 
ings  into  the  Bowels,  and  Mortifications,  as 

beforementioned. 

B  U  T  if  after  all  Conliderations  any  Per- 
fori  thinks  it  proper  to  purge,  it  ought  to 
be  certainly  done  in  the  Beginning  of  the 
Infection,  and  with  fomewhat  that  operate s 
fpeedily  and  to  which  Purpofe  thole  in 
Liquid  Forms  anfwer  beft,  as  for  Example  i 

j4q,  Angelica  fimpL  Tartarizata  5  ij.  Syr . 
de  [pin  a  Cervind  5  j.  Elix .  proprietatis  Crollii  vcl 
Antipefilcntialis  9j.  &  inter dum.  3  /.  diifoive 
falls  abfynthii  Jr.  viij.  M.  S.  Fiat  hauflus  hoira 
*■ commodd ,  &  typo  remitt endo  dandus. 

A  Solution  alfo  of  TIL  Ruff  from  3  f.  to 
o  j.  may  be  made  in  Marigold  Water ,  by  thofe 
who  like  that  better.  They  who  pleafe 
likewife  may  ufe  the  following : 

P  Extract .  ?  Hut  arum  Ruff  3  ij.  refin  zalapil 
9  j.-  trochifc .  de  rhabarb .  3  j*  gum.  ammoniac! 
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in  ace'to  fcillit.  foluti  3  )•  falls  Tartar /,  abfyrithii j 
ana  gr.  viij.  cum  tinft.  Theriacali  q.  f  fiat  majfa$ 
e  cujus  3  j.  conglobentur  filuU  vij,  ml  viij.  Dof 
in  confiitutione  athletic  a  ad  3  ij.  front  medico 
vifum  fuerit  varianda . 

4 

I  IS!  a  Dileale  that  will  admit  of  no 
Delay,  it  is  beft  to  evacuate  but  little,  yet 
that  not  flowly  •  fo  that  the  morbid  Hu¬ 
mours  may  be  expelled  at  the  firft  Seizure* 
before  they  have  received  the  peftilential 
Taint,  and  before  its  Virulence  hath  reach¬ 
ed  to  the  whole,  Mafs  of  Fluids:  For  it 
is  certain  that  no  Digeftion  is  to  be  ex^ 
pefted  in  this  Cafe,  and  therefore  can  there 
be  no  Room  for  Alterants  or  DigeJHves :  But 
when  the  Body  is  very  coftive,  I  judge  it 
mod:  convenient  and  fafe  to  do  this  with 
Suffofitories . 

BUT  all  Authors  and  practical  Phyfici- 
ans  agree  in  this,  to  throw  out  the  pefti- 
‘Jential  Malignity  as  foon  as  poffible  which 
is  expeditioufly  and  furprizingly  done  by 
jtlexifharmicfa  ^  and  to  thefe,  as  foon  as  tne 
Belly  is  loofned,  Recourfe  muft  fpeedily 
be  had,  as  to  a  facred  Refuge  :  And  there 
is  fuch  Plenty  of  Remedies  of  this  kind* 
that  Nature  fee  ms  to  have  had  more  than 
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an  ordinary  Indulgence  and  Forecaft,  in 
providing  againft  this  deftructive  Enemy  oi 
Mankind  }  nor  hat ii  the  medicinal  Art  be^n, 
like  wile  wanting  in  fupplying  us  with  ma¬ 
ny  Preparations  of  Simple v,  that  are  power¬ 
ful  againft  to  grievous  a  Deftroyei .  But 
in  this  great  Choice  it  behoves  us  to  feleS: 
thole  which  are  nioft  efficacious  ^  tor  this 
Diftemper,  which  is  certainly  the  nioft  ty¬ 
rannical  of  ajiy  that  befets  a  humane  Body* 
may  be  lometimes  conquered  m  its  In¬ 
fancy,  which  when  got  to  a  Head,  is  not 
to  be  managed  by  the  greateft  Efforts  of 
humane  Skill. 

A  M  O  NG  ST  the  Simples  of  the  three 
Kingdoms,  to  begin  with  the  Vegetable, 
JftTffiYiidtt  Squills  Rooty  when  ft eih  and  Iragiam, 

c‘-> 

is  the  nioft  efficacious  •,  infomuch  indeed 
that  I  have  often  admired,  that  luch  great 
Virtue  ftiould  refide  in  fuch  minute  Fibres, 
having  a  Taft  very  pungent,  and  a  quick 
aromatick  Scent,  and  difcovering  fomewhat^ 
wonderful  and  almoft  fupernatural  lo  that 
it  deservedly  is  accounted  the  moft  effica¬ 
cious  and  generous  Diaphoretick  and  Alexi- 
pharmick  for  expelling  the  peftilential  Poi- 
fon.  Its  Dofe,  finely  powdered,  is  from 

trr.  iv.  or  vL  to  9  ij.  in  any  proper  Vehicle, 
&  '  _ 
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due  Regard  being  had  to  the  Strength  and 
Age  of  the  Patient. 

THE  next  Place  is  juiily  given  to  the 
Contraycrva-Root,  from  which  al  fib  a  com¬ 
pound  Medicine,  which  I  lhall  hereafter 
deficribe,  is  admirably  contrived:  The 
Dofe  of  this  in  line  Powder  is  from  3  i.  to 
t>  i.  in  Angelica*  or  Scordium  Water*  or  in 

o  2  * 

Wine,  &c. 

THERE  are  other  Roots  likewife 
which  daily  Experience  hath  taught  us^ 
to  be  very  good  for  the  fame  Purpofes ; 
and  with  which,  as  Occafion  requires,  ma¬ 
ny  valuable  Compounds  are  formed,  in  or¬ 
der  to  effeO:  that  with  a  united  Force 
which  they  could  not  do  fmgly  ^  in  this 
Clafs  are  the  Roots  of  Angelica ,  Scorz,onera3 
Butterbur ,  Mafterwort ,  Torment  il^  Zedoaryf 
Gar  lick  ,  Elicalnpane  ,  Valerian ,  Birthwort i 
Gentian ,  Bittany ,  and  many  others,  which 
any  Perfon  that  loves  Variety  may  find 
in  proper  Authors. 

BUT  even  Gratitude  obliges  me  not 
to  omit  faying  fomewhat  of  Ginger ,  which 
I  have  prefer ibed  both  in  the  Root  pow¬ 
dered*  and  candied,  many  Times  with  great 

M  %  >  S»e* 
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Succefs,  for  it  is  very  powerful  both  to  raife 
a  breathing  Sweat,  and  defend  the  Spirits 
againft  the  Peftilential  Impreffion. 

FROM  thefe  Roots  may  be  made  Ex- 
trafts,-  either  with  Spirit  of  Wine  or  Vi¬ 
negar  ^  for  it  is  agreed  by  all,  that  the 
more  lubtil  Particles  colleded  together, 
and  divefted  ol  their  groffer  and  unpiont- 
able  Parts,  become  more  efficacious  in  Me¬ 
dicinal  Cafes. 

THE  Leaves  of  Vegetables  mo  ft  ufed 
in  Practice,  are  Scordium ,  Rue,  Sage,  V eromea , 
Dragon,  the  lejjer  Centaury ,  Scabious ,  Pimpinel , 
Adarygolds ,  and  Baum ,  and  from  which,  on  Qc- 

calion,  are  feveral  Formula  contrived. 

% 

GOOD  Vehicles  to  wafli  down  and  faci¬ 
litate  the  taking  more  efficacious  Medicines^ 
are  made  of  the  Waters  0  diftilled  from 
thole  Herbs  while  they  are  frefh  and  fra¬ 
grant  (having  not  yet  loft  their  volatile  Salt) , 
for  thofe  which  are  commonly  kept  for  Or¬ 
nament  in  the  Shops  are  infipid,  and  of  little 
or  no  Worth. 


A  Clyjfus  alio  of  the  lame  Plerbs  is 
preferrable  to  the  Waters,  made  after 

this 
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this  Manner  j  Let  a  Quantity  of  Water 
be  drawn  from  the  green  and  fu'cculent 
Plant,  and  the  juice  be  expreifed  from  ano¬ 
ther  Parcel  of  the  fame  Herb,  and  depu¬ 
rated  by  handing  •,  let  then  both  be  evapo¬ 
rated  to  the  ConfiHence  of  Honey ,  and 
from  it  a  TinCture  drawn  with  force 
more  diftilled  Water  and  a  little  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Wine,  which  is  again  by  Eva¬ 
poration  to  be  reduced  into  an  Extract  • 
alio  from  the  dryed  Plant  draw  its  effential 
Oil,  and  from  the  Rejldium ,  after  DifHllation, 
the  Salt.  Of  the  Ext  raff  take  3  iv.  of  the  Salt 
g/,  and  of  the  Oil  50  drops,  and  mix  them 
together,  where  let  them  lie  to  incorpo¬ 
rate  more  intimately  with  one  another. 
T  he  infpilfated  juices  like  wife  of  thele 
Ingredients  are  of  good  EffeCt,  and  in  the 
Winter,  Deceptions  may  conveniently  be 
made  ol  them  for  the  fame  medicinal  Pur- 
pofes  and  further,  that  the  Remedies  in  this 
Cafe  may  be  yet  the  more  efficacious,  they 
may  be  joined  with  Alkaline-Salts  dulolved 
in  a  proper  Menfiruum:  For  by  this  Means 
the  Tone  of  the  Stomach  will  be  ftrength- 
lied.  Putrefaction  will  be  prevented,  the 
nitro-faline  Effluvia  will  be  refilled,  or  at 
leaf  precipitated,  and  a  Diapkorefis  pro¬ 
moted. 


M  3 
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SOME  Berries  are  alfo  of  great  Ufe 
in  Practice  as  the  Powder  of  Ivy- Berries 
given  to  the  Quantity  of  one  Dram  in  two 
Parts  of  Elder  Vine?  or  ~  and  one  Part  of 
White-Wine'  the  Spirit  like  wife  drawn  from 
Elder  Berries  would  do  the  fame  in  a  Dofe 
of  §  iij.  or  §  iy.  the  Spirit  of  Juniper  Berries 
given  to  g  i.  a  Spirit  drawn  from  green 
Walnuts ,  with  Treacle-Water ,  as  alio  from 
the  Seeds  of  Carduus ,  Citrons ,  &c.  had 
likewife  their  due  Recommendations  in 
powerfully  promoting  Sweat. 


B  U  T  I  know  nothing  among#  the 
Simples  that  hath  fo  obtained,  for  Ages  to¬ 
gether,  as  the  Oriental  Bescoar ,  and  which 
fill  hath  fo  great  a  Name  •  yet  without 
having  any  Inclination  to  contradict  a  re¬ 
ceived  Opinion,  I  have  been  fo  confirmed 
by  a  Multitude  of  Trials,  that  the  Truth 
will  fpeak  for  it  felf,  which  manifefily 
denies  its  Virtues  to  be  at  all  equivalent 
to  its  Value :  And  I  have  really  given  it 
in  Powder  many  times  to  40  or  50  Grains, 
without  any  manner  of  Effeft  :  And  I  dare 
affirm  that  the  Bezoar  with  which  I  made  theft 
Trials  was  genuine. 


THE 

* 


! 


THE  Powder  alfo  of  an  Vnlcorn  s  Horn, 
lb  much  cried  up  for  an  Antiaole,  never 
anfw e red  any  ’  good  Expectations,  although 
I  had  feverai  Dozes  of  it  given  me  by  a 
Merchant,  on  purpofe  to  try  its  Viituea. 
But  that  which  would  cure  Pidgeons, 
Fowls,  Cats  and  Dogs,  from  Arfenical  Poi- 
Ions,  as  the  worthy  Gentleman  afuned  me 
that  did,  had  yet  no  Efficacy  againft  the 
pedilential  Virulence:  Yet  if  it  was  not 
controverted  to  this  very  Day,  wheciiei  o.*. 
no  there  is  fuch  an  Animal  in  Being  as  an 
' Unicorn  *  and  it  ilioulcl  moreover  be  granc- 
ed,that  the  Horn  hath  thefe  dupendious 
Virtues  •,  the  Price  of  it  would  make  it  pur- 
chafeable  only  by  the  Rich  •,  whereas  in  this 


dreadful  Calamity  the  Populace  were  chiefly 
infeCled  ^  and  therefore  cheap  and  common 


Medicines  fitould  he  contrived  for  them 
by  the  Phyficians*,  in  the  Number  of  whicn, 
firft  occur  the  7 ruches  of  Vipers,  given  to  the 
Quantity  of  9  iv.  in  compound  Scordium 
Water ,  or  the  volatile  Sait  of  Pipers  given  to 
5  fs.  in  the  fame  Vehicle.  A  very  worthy 
Perfon  fent  us  from  JUevo-Rngltind,  feme  Tio- 
ches  made  of  the  Flefh  of  a  Rattle-Snake, 
from  which  I  found  more  Succels  amongft 
the  Sick,  than  thole  vve  commonly  have 
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r  RE  Powder  of  Toads*  was  likewife 
Prodigioufly  extolled  by  every  Body  but 
I  found  more  Succefs  in  Spirits  of  Hartfforny 
given  from  9  ij.  to  5  i.  in  Pi  ague -water. 

A  Youth  was  feized  with  a  great  Dififi- 
culty  of  Breathing,  the  Arteries  hardly 
beat,  and,  in  fhort,  all  Things  feem’d  to 
belpeak  him  in  his  laid  Moments  I  pre* 
icribed  him  5  i.  of  the  forementioned  Spi¬ 
rits  in  3  iij.  Oi  compound  Scordium  Water  } 
but  the  Symptoms  continuing  obftinate,  I 
again  repeated  the  fame  in  three  Hours 
‘Time,  with  Addition  of  9  i.  more  ^  and  five 
Blifters  were  alfo  forthwith  applied,  after 
which,  in  about  half  an  Hour,  he  began  to 
move  his  Limbs,  and  recoiled  himfelf,  as 
if  rifen  from  the  Dead :  But  at  lad,  when 
all  Things  were  hopeful,  there  appeated 
a  Decolouration  upon  one  of  his  Legs* 
where  a  Blifier  had  been  raifed,  with  a 
Lofs  of  Senfe  very  near  to  a  Sphacelation  • 
upon  this  the  affeded  Part  was  deeply  fcari- 
fied,  and  then  fomented,  which,  with  a 
Repetition  of  the  fame  Draught  twice  in 
a  Day,  by  the  Bleiling  of  Heaven,  again 
reftored  every  Thing  into  a  hopeful  Way. 
For  this  Spirit  is  of  fucjh  a  fiery  Nature, 

that 
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that  it  immediately  difperfes  through  the 
whole  Body  and  on  Account  of  its  great 
Volatility,  helps  to  encounter  with,  and 
correct  the  faline,  malignant  Quality  of  the 
Peftilence :  But  I  need  fay  no  more  than 
that  it  is  the  moft  powerful  Diapkoretick 
that  can  be  given  in  any  Difeafe  w hat- 
foe  ver, 

WHENSOEVER  Things  are  brought 
to  Extremity,  fome  have  Recourie  to 
Mineral  Preparations,  in  Order  to  drive 
out  the  Peftilence  by  mere  Force  among# 
which,  the  chief  are  Mineral  Bez,oaj^  Sulphur 
Auratumj  and  Aurum  Vita,  &c.  the  Prepara¬ 
tions  of  which  are  to  be  met  with  in  chymi- 
cal  Writers. 

I  am  fearful  indeed  of  being  too  prolix 
in  the  Enumeration  of  Remedies  under 
this  Clafs  j  although  I  am  very  fenfible 
that  fome  Simples  prudently  cholen  may 
fingly  encounter  a  Peftilence  with  Succefs, 

as  well  as  fome  other  Difeafes :  But  be- 

•  • 

caufe  this  Evii  is  ufually  attended  with  fo 
many  Complications,  the  Contrivances  to 
oppofe  it  ihould  alio,  in  the  Opinion  of 
fome,  be  equally  and  proportionably  com¬ 
plicated  j  and  all  Forces  drawn  up  in  Battle 
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agairift  it  with  full  Front,  in  Order*  to  be 
equal  to  the  Encounter.  To  this  Purpofe 
fome  of  the  Sons  of  Efiulafms  have  invent¬ 
ed  manifold  Competitions  •  and  fome  of  them 
fo  prolix,  as  if  they  intended  a  Sacrifice 
of  an  Hecatomb  to  appeafe  the  Severity  of 
this  tyrannical  Deftroyer. 

IT  would  be  entirely  foreign  to  our 
Bufmefs  here,  to  extra#  all  the  Medicines 
which  fome  Writers  abound  with  for  this 
End*  and  it  is  our  Bufmefs  here  only  to 
take  Notice  of  thofe  which  were  made 
life  of  •with  Succefs  in  the  late  Sicknefs ; 
and  in  this  Performance,  both  Gratitude  and 
Duty  oblige  me  to  begin  with  fuch  as 
were  ordered  by  the  College ,  among#  which 
£rid  occurs  their  Tl ague-water. 

Eadic.  tormentilla,  angelica ,  poeonUy  zedoa- 
ria}  glycirrhizLdty  helcnii  ana  f.  fol.  Salvia  2 
Chelidoniay  ruta,  fummitat :  rorifmdriniy  abfynthiiy 
roris  foils ,  artemifay  pimpinella'y  dracunculf  [ca¬ 
ble  fa  ^  agrimonUy  meH(fay  car  duly  betonka,  cen¬ 
taur  ii  min .  fol.  &  flor-  calendula  ana  M  i.  (alii 
addunt  [or.  pap  averts  err  at:  paralyf.  ana  p.  iij.) 
incifay  &  contufa  infundantu r  per  triduum  in 
lib .  viij.  vin.  alb .  opt.  dein  F.  cauta  diflillatio 
liquor  ufui  refervetur :  But  here  it  is  by 

,  the 
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the  Way  to  be  taken  Notice,  that  in  the 
Cure  of  a  Peffilence  the  medicinal  Forms 
are  not  to  be  pompoufy  contrived  with  a 
long  Catalogue  of  Ingredients,  but  carefully 
adapted  in  every  RefpeO:  to  the  Gircum- 
fiances  and  Exigencies  of  the  Infefted.  It 
is  alfo  to  be  obferved,  that  this  Water  is 
by  no  Means  indifferently  to  be  given  to 
all  or  to  every  one  in  the  lame  Manner  * 
as  for  I'nftance,  not  at  all  to  Women  under 
their  menffrual  Purgations,  leaf!;  it  fliould 
provoke  them  to  how  too  immoderately  - 
.nor  is  it  to  be  allowed  to  Women  with 
Child,  for  Fear  of  Mifcarriage. 

MOPvEOVER  the  College  hath  appro¬ 
priated  other  Medicines  for  the  fame  Ends, 
from  which  we  may  extract  the  following  : 

Dtafcordii,  vel  Tbfithndatii  )•  cjel  ^ 

Rat  dijfolutio  in  lib.  Js>  poffetala  alt cy at  a  cum 
partitas  acj.  vini  albij  &  aceti  opt.  Jvhjce  detur 
hac  potio  fervefabldj  agro  firagulis  bene  cooper  to * 
Or, 


fg  Radic.  Angelica  %  ij.  tormentilk  §  j.  in- 
fufis,  &  decodes  in  acj.  font.  q.  f.  ad  tertia  f, 
ton  gumption  cm ,  adde  fucci  hmonum  3  iff  *vel 


aceti  3  j  (s.  bibat  corrcptm 
apo'Lematis  calefaHi  :  Or, 


3  vij,  vtl  viij.  kujm 

Sem. 
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Sem.  p&tafitidis  9  j*  fern,  citrl  gr .  xxvj, 
cuchianelU  9  f.  caphura  gr-  xij.  inifce ,  fiat  pulvisy 
ex  haufiu  aq.  car  dui  y  calendula^  vcl  fcord.ii  fu¬ 
me  n  dm-  Or, 

T}1  Expreffionem  ftercoris  vaccini  recent  is  in 
aceto  acerrimo  infufi  ad  CGchl .  vij.  vel  viij.  Or, 

7 Iceriaca  Androm.  9  ij.  EleVv-  de  evo  vulg. 
§  fi-  fdffia  diffolutione  in  haufiu  poffetaU  car  du¬ 
al  <c,  fiat  fotio7  bibatur  calefaUa  expechando  fin- 
dor  is  exundationem. 

W  E  iliall  hereafter  come  to  take  Notice 
of  thofe  Medicines  which  by  the  College  were 
contrived  for  the  Poor  y  now  therefore  take 
thole  which  by  daily  Experience  were  found 
of  moft  Efficacy,  and  deferve  to  hand  fir  ft 
on  that  Account. 

A  Compound  Anti-peflilentid  Decoffion. 

]>£  Radio.  Scorz,oneray  petafitidis  ana  5  v.  an* 
gellcdtj  torment  ilia  C.  C-  C.  ana  g  j.  fiol.  Scordif 
ulmarUy  me  l  iff  a  ana  M  j.  flor.  calendula ,  bor- 
rag.  ana  M.  Is.  bacc.  juniper  i7  hedera  ana  ^  j. 
fern,  citrl  5  ij«  coriandri  prap.  5  j  -  Is.  car  teas  nit-* 
mero  iij.  incifa7  &  prop,  in  duabus  p.  aegu.  font, 
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tertia  p.  dceti  opt.  infimdantur ,  &  deco  quan¬ 
tity,  fib  finern  addenda  glycyr.  t  ale  el  at)  m  fella 
£  j.  in  exprejftonis  lib.  iij.  d'JJelve  theriaca  An- 
drom.  ^  iij.  nitri  purijfimi  3  iij.  dr  adms .  in¬ 
ter  dum  Spir.  VitHoli ,  vel  Sulph.  guttas  aliquot  ad 
leviujculam  aciditatem.  Sometimes  alio  we  . 
add  hereunto  Syrup  of  the  juice  of  Citrons, 
or  Baum  ^  but  when  Matters  are  in  the  ut- 
moil:  Hazard,  the  Patient’s  Life  is  more 
to  be  confulted  than  his  Palate  •  and  all 
Sugars  we  often  omit,  as  they  are  both  a 
Load  upon  the  Medicine’s  Operation,  and 
in  no  wife  fit  for  a  Stomach  affeHed  with 
a  Contagion.  The  Dofe  of  this  Deco&ion  is 
from  8  to  io  Spoonfuls  every  4  Hours. 

An  Alexiierid  Water. 

52  Badic.  Contrayerva  §  j.  fcor  contra  hijparu 
angelica  ana  5  j.  (1.  fol.  Scordii  galcga  ana  Ai.  iij. 
fl.  ref.  rubr.  calendula  ana  p .  iij.  raf  C.  C.  cboris 
ana  g  j.  bacc.  juniper i,  hedera  ana  5  ij.  in  aceto 
fambucino  per  triduum  macerat :  diciamni  cretici , 
cortic .  limonum  ana  §  j.  fee.  melijfs ,  cardui , 
angelica  ana  lib.  fs.  aceti  opt.  lib.  ij.  drift  ilia  in 
organis  humilioribus  pojr.  deb.  mfufionem .  Or, 

Vg  Succ.  Scordii ,  acetofa  ana  lib.  j.  gal ega  lib. 
fs.  fucc .  limonum ,  aceti  opt.  ana  Lb. }»  theriac. 
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Androm.  §  iij.  digere  &  diflilla  Dof.  ad  cochl .  vj« 
vc l  viij* 

Or, 

Aqua  Alexiteria  lib.  ij.  therlac .  Androm . 
J  iij.  Eleft.  de  ovo  5  j.  digere ,  filtra,  &  ufui 
ferva,  Dof.  ad  cochl .  vj.  vel  viij.  phial  am  a~ 
(Dt  an  do. 

o 


Jv  Summit  abjynthij,  rut  a  ana  M  j.  Scordii, 
dracunculi  ana  M  iij.  jambuc.  lib.  iij; 

difiilla  in  veiled,  turn  in  liquor e  dljfolve  [alps 
fax  ini,  car  dull,  vel  Sc  or  dll  Vitriol  at.  5  iij.  Dof 
ad  cochl.  iv.  vel  v.  effcaciter  elicit  fudorem 
hac  Aqua. 

A  Treacle  Water* 

Radic.  Afari  Virgin.  §  fs.  contrayerva  §  j; 
torment  ilk,  fcorzon.  yet  aft  idle  ana  g  j.  p.  fern, 
car  dm,  calendula,  angelica,  cirri  ana  5  iij.  quk 
bus  prep,  off  unde  Jpir.  vim,  aceti  opt.  ana  lib.  Is, 
dijpdve  thcriac.  Vem  lib.  fs.  adde  croci  Am. 

'  .  '  '  '  '  ■  ’  ■  ■  K  6 

3  ij.  mi  fee  indantur  organic  vitrei  s,  &  poft  oSbidu- 
anam  fuper  cineres  digefiionem,  di  ft  ilia,  m  rofiro 
Alemhici  fufpendendo  caphura  5  iij.  Drf  ad  cochl. 
Y.  vel  vj. 


A 
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A  Diaphoretick  Oil. 

]p£  Sails  Abfynthii ,  vel  Scot  dm >  five  Rut  a  g  ij, 
flor.  Sulphuris  ter ,  quaterve  fublimat.  §  j.  oL  Ju^ 
niter i  lib.  j.  invicem  mific .  ?  p£r  biduum  calore 
mediocri  bene  occlufa  relinque ,  per  Retort  am 

difiilla,  etiam  altera  vice  difiilla ,  digerendo  per 
biduum ,  addendo  falls  abfynthij  §  j.  -Do/ 
coci?/.  w/  <^0,  angelica,  vel  fcordii, 

face  bar  at  d7  ad  olei  v.  0.  Commixtionem . 

^  Alexipharmick  Vinegar, 

Radio .  Scorz,on.  Hifpan.  Chchdonia  mat.  ana 
ft  ij*  contrayerva  ^  i.  angelica,  torment  ilia  and 
g  i.  p.  /?/  fcordii ,  mclijfa ,  fcahiofa  ana  M.  ij. 
fiummit .  Ruta  p.  ij.  diBamni  cret.  M  fs.  flor.  f 'am - 
fccj,  calendula  ana  p.  iij.gr.  jWp.  5  ij*  r^/.  C.  C 
<2/7^  §  j.  car  duly  citri  ana  Z  ij. 

portulaca  Z  v.  cinam .  opr.  ^  is.  caryophyll.  Z  iij* 
T heriac.  Androm .  lib.  is.  quibus  f  a .  frap.  af~ 
funde  Aceti  ex  vin .  acerrimi  lib.  v.  w>ro  opt. 

obturato  digere  per  triduum,  bis ,  terve  de  die  con- 
quaffando ,  turn  caute  difiilla ,  fufvenfis  camphor  a,  & 
croci  ana  Z  ij.  1#  rofiro  Alemb .  Dof ,  ad  cochh 
v.  vel  vj. 


but 
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BUT  fufficieatly  of  thefe  ^  from  whence' 
it  is  eafie  for  any  one  to  gather,  why  liquid 
Medicines,  and  efpscially  when  warmed, 
are  preferable  to  others  in  the  Form  of 
Boles  or  EleSluaries  that  is,  becaufe  of  their 
more  expeditious  and  more  effectual  Ope¬ 
rations 

BUT  became  many  of  the  Infe&ed  have 
a  Loathing  at  Stomach,  and  an  Inclination 
to  vomit,  in  the  fame  Manner  as  an  Over¬ 
load  of  Eating  and  Drinking  occafions.  Me¬ 
dicines  in  folid  Forms  fuit  befl  with  fuch, 
as  they  are  not  fo  eafiiy  thrown  up,  and 
adhere  better  to  the  Sides  of  the  Stomach : 
Of  this  Kind  we  have  the  following  Com- 
pofition,  which  at  taking  may  be  made 
into  Boles  of  5  ij.  each  adding  thereunto 
Salt  of  Car  dims  y  or  Wormwood  3  j.  or  more  or 
defs,  according  to  the  Exigency  of  Sym¬ 
ptoms. 

p  El  eld*  de  ovo  miner  alls  §  j.  t  her  lac.  Androm. 
§  /?.  fulu  :  ferment  aria  virgin,  5  v.  cuchianelU  3  iij. 
croci  pulverise.  3  j?.  cum  Syr .  e  fucco  mellffophyli 
pel  citriy  coagmcntetur  majfit. 


iff 
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The  famous  Sir  Theodore  Mayerne’i 
Eleciudrium  de  Ovo . 

I Ovum  vulgar  Iter  tit  in  Pharmacopoeia  Lon- 
dinenii  prap.  de  quo  fume ,  (Sr  fern.  finapiosy 
vel  eruca  ana  J  i.  Antidoti  Saxonica  ^  fs.  la~ 
pidis  prunella  5  V,  Antimonii  diaphoret.  fixijjimiy 
Sr  croci  metallorum  fimul  u forum  5  iij.  pulv. 
fiord  iiy  rata,  ne  do  aria  ana  5  ij.  fs.  Theriaca  ven. 
veter  is  ^  iv.  Philonii  Turner  i  9  vij.  gr.  ij.  mi  fie 
Sr  cum  fir.  Theriac .  5  iij.  Sr  mellis  de  JpuA 
mati  q.  f.  Fiat  ElePt.  molley  Eofi  ad  3  iv.  vel 
15  ij.  corrohorand .  adficiendo  corday  Sr  jecinord 
vi.  viper  arum  v.  a.  e.  prap*  But  it  is  to  be 
obferved  in  this  like  wife,  as  in  other  An¬ 
tidotes,  that  a  long  Fermentation  of  the 
Ingredients  together  in  a  Mafs  is  very  ne- 
ceffary,  becaufe  by  that  Means  they  more 
intimately  mix  with  one  another,; 

BUT  if  the  Body  be  too  open,  the 
Lapis  Contrayerva  is  very  fa  it  able,  and  his 
thus  made  : 

Pulv.  radic .  contrayerva  rec.  §  j.  firpen - 
tarU  virgin .  5  ij.  fs.  ex  trad,  radic.  Angelica * 
tormentilla  ana  5  ij*  pulv.  C.  C.  philofophice  calcine 

FI  ehelaruni 
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chelarv.m  Cancrorum  prap.  pulv.  Corail.  rubr •  an  4 
Z  j.  fi.  Antimonii  Diafhoret .  w/  potivts  Diaphor . 
Jovis  Z  iij.  cuchianelU  Z  /•  rrca  9).  (^aliqui 
addunt  lapid.  bez,oar .  9  ij*)  ambra  gryfi 

dfi.  cum  gel  at  in  a  Jpoliorum  ferpentum,  vel  C.  C • 
finer  ant  ur  globuli  f  a.  exiccandi ,  Dofi.  ad  3  ij« 
vcl  Z  j*  e  vehiculo  idoneo7  &c. 

FOR  the  fame  Purpofe  alfo  is  the  cele¬ 
brated  Orvietm  thus  compounded,  and  given 
^  ij.  at  a  Dofe. 

JJ£  Cardui  boned.  tot  ins  eupatorii  mah  &  min* 
ana  §  f.  fcordii ,  arifiolochU  utnvfyue  ana  Z  y. 
viperindj  h.  e.  cchiiy  gentiana ,  bi~ 

fort  a  ana  5  j.  tow,  tormentilU ,  diBamni 

albi  ana  5  j?.  car  Una ,  angelica  ana  f}  j.  j?.  rhaharh * 
itfiperatorUy  /cordon,  hijpan .  valerian  a  ana  §  j?. 
morfm  diaboliy  calami  aromat .  5  iv.  ’Theriac. 

Andnom.  opt*  §  iij.  corday  &  jecinor a  12  wp£- 
rarumj  terantur  tcrenda  fubtihtfhne ,  ch  cz/'W  f. 
q.  -melds  dejpumati  fiat  ElcB.  per  tres  menfes  fer¬ 
ment  and. 

IT  is  to  be  obferved,  that  thefe  and 
the  like  Medicines,  whether  Galenical  or 
Spagyricaf  which  cannot  be  prepared  as  foon 
as  Ajparagus  can  be  boiled,  ought  to  be  al¬ 
ways  in  Readinefs. 


THE 
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T  H  E  general  Remedies  being  thus  pro 
vided,  the  exaT  Way  of  Living  and  Diet 
comes  to  be  confidered :  And  firft  of  all, 
whembever  the  Patient  is  taken,  he  mufc 
immediately  be  put  to  Bed;  wherein  we 
have  found,  it  much  more  ferviceabie  to  be 
covered  with  Blankets,  than  Linen  Sheets, 
becaufe  the  Woollen  much  better  encou¬ 
rages  Sweating,  and  alfo  abforps  it,  and 
keeps  the  Body  cleaner  all  the  while  ;  for 
Linen  being  not  fuited  to  drink  up  the 
Sweat,  the  Pores  of  the  Body,  at  fuch  Times 
as  open  as  poffible,  will  be  choaked  up  and 
obftruTed  by  the  Moifoire  hanging  upon 
the  Skin,  and  giving  alfo  a  Chillinefs  to 
the  Flefh:  To  all  therefore  who  fweat 
thus,  Change  of  Gloat hs  is  to  be  denied, 
for  the  Patient  takes  Harm  by  clean  Cover¬ 
ings,  not  fo  much  from  any  prejudicial  Qua¬ 
lity  of  the  Soap  abounding  in  them,  (ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Opinion  of  Dicmchr cocci')  as 
from  a  Dampnefs  which  is  infeparable  from 
them,  and  the  Approach  of  Air  which  is 
unavoidable  in  the  Shifting ;  both  which 
will  check  the  Sweating. 

1  '  t  W 

UNLESS  the  Patient  hath  Occaiioii 
for  a  Vomit,  or  Purge,  or  a  Ciyfler,  imme- 

N  2  diately 
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diately  upon  his  going  to  Bed,  Afexivharmich 
ought  to  be  given,  and  it  thrown  up  by 
Vomiting,  repeated  until  the  Stomach  is 
iPrengthned,  and  can  retain  them  *,  and  I  have 
always  obierved,  that  fiich  ISau fe oufne fs 
goes  off  as  foon  as  Sweat  breaks  out. 

SOME  indeed  of  a  very  dry  Tempera¬ 
ment,  or  from  a  Confumption  of  their  Hu¬ 
midities  by  the  febrile  Heat,  do  not  eafily 
get  into  a  Sweat  •  fuch  therefore  1  ordered 
liberally  to  drink  of  a  medicated  Poriet- 
Drink-  in  order  by  this  Means  both  to 
render  the  vifcid  Humours  more  fluid,  and 
contemper  and  aiTwage  the  feverifli  Heat. 

■  THE  Milk  with  which  this  Poffet- 
Drink  was  made,  was  turned  with  two 
Parts  of  Ale,  and  one  Part  of  Vinegar,  in 
which  had  been  boiled  the  Roots  oi  Scor~ 
Sonera  and  Butter-bur *,  the  Leaves  or  Baum, 
Scabius ,  and  Wood-forrel ,  the  Blowers  of  Bo¬ 
rage  and  fiiarygolds the  Ralpings  or  Ivory 
and  Hartjhorn,  and  Carduus  and  Coriatider 
Seeds. 

T  PI  E  S  E  Sweats  we  ufed  to  keep  up 
for  two  or  three  Hours  at  a  Time,  as  the 
Strength  would  bear  them ;  and  until  the 

mor- 
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morbifick  Venom  was  rarified  and  fubtilized, 
fo  as  to  be  exhaled  quite  away  along  with 
the  vifcid  Humours :  Sleep  alfo  was  induftri- 
oufly  kept  offr  although  fometimes,  through 
meer  Wearinefs,  the  Patient  would  drop 
into  a  Doze* 

A  S  much  Care,  befides  that  of  Sweating 
them,  was  taken  to  fupport  the  Strength 
and  Spirits  of  the  InfeHed,  by  fuch  Ali¬ 
ments  as  the  Stomach  was  able  to  receive  j 
for  which  End  I  ordered  them  Bread  foak- 
ed  in  Wine,  poached  Eggs  with  Juice  of 
Citrons ,  Pomegranates ,  or  Elder  Vinegar ,  as  alfo 

cordial  Waters,  Broths,  Gellies,  and  fome- 

- 

times  alfo  generous  Wines. 

THE  Broths  then  ufed  were  made  by 
boiling  in  Chicken-Broth  the  Roots  of  Scor- 
Tionera ,  the  Leaves  of  Pimfinel ,  Meadowfweet , 
Wood-Sorrel^  Borage ,  Ralpings  of  Hartfhorn,  and 
Dactyls,  with  a  Piece  oi*  White  Bread,  and  a 
little  Saffron  tied  in  a  Nodule  and  the  Fat 
was  not  taken  off  unlefs  in  a  Loofnefs  or  Loath¬ 
ing  at  Stomach Of  the  U  fefulnefs  of  Gold 
boiled  in  thefe  Things  1  have  nothing  to  fay  : 
Of  this  Broth  was  alfo  fometimes  Emulfions 
made  with  the  Seeds  of  Citrons ,  Plantain ,  blanched 
Almonds,  and  Pear l -Sugar. 

N  3 


May  erne  V 


t  8  z  Concerning  the  Cure 

Mayerne’i  celebrated  Cordial-Water. 

Vyl  Radic .  car  Urn  ?  vj.  zcdoaria^  fcorz.onera9 
imperatoria*  <rentiana ,  vincetox .  Valeriana ,  top- 
vtentilla ,  bifiorta ,  pet  a  fit  id.  ditbamni ,  bardana^  pim- 
pinella  totins  ana  5  iv.  fol.  car  dad  y  oxytriphylL 
fcordiij  ana  Ai  V.  ulmaria ,  fcabiofa ,  mar  jus  dia - 
Wi,  mdijfdj  pentaphyll.  rnentha ,  r&ne,  buglcffa , 
flor .  calendula ,  hyferici  ana  M.  iv.  iimones  & 
fAarant.  cum  corticibm  ana  numero  xx.  flor.  fal - 
vid)  rorifnu  ana  Ad  ij.  vervecina  numero 

vj.  cwaU  viper,  numero  xx.  'zz/w  generofi  Hilpan. 

xx.  infufwne  deb.  peradba,  fiat  Biftillatio 
cant  a  inB.M.  hujus  Aq.  Dofi  ad  cochl.  iv.  vel 
V.  ditlcor.  (fi  it  a  vifium)  cum  facchari  perl.  q.  f. 

B  u  T  the  Patients  were  kept  from  Ali¬ 
ments  of  this  Kind  until  fbme  Relief  was 
found  by  Alexipharmicks  ^  and  then  only  fb 
much  was  allowed  of  as  their  Strength  would 
admit  of,  for  that  was  to  be  helped,  and 
not  loaded  }  but  as  they  grew  better,  more 
was  allowed  1  Yet  an  Hour  or  two  after 
fuch  Refrefhment,  notwithftanding  the  Di- 
ftemper  leemed  to  be  extinguiihed,  Alexd 
pharmicks  were  repeated,  until  all  Sufpiciou 
of  its  Remainder  was  removed  ^  becaule 

foihe- 
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fome  times  it  would  on  a  Hidden  recruit 
after  it  had  leemed  to  be  quite  gone. 

THE  Iniefbed  were  kept  clofe  in  their 
Beds  the  whole  Time  of  the  Difeafe  ^ 
and  thofe  who  would  not  be  thus  governed, 
bitterly  repented  of  their  Obflinacy  for 
upon  Checking  a  DiaphoreJis7  and  Confining 
the  peftilential  Venom,  moft  grievous  Pains 
and  Difbrders  enfued  :  And  they  who  were 
delirious,  were  tied  in  their  Beds,  to  prevent 
their  doing  either  Injury  to  themfelves,  or 
thole  who  attended  upon  them. 

I  F  a  Drowfinefs  came  on  at  at  the 
Attack  of  the  Diftemper,  or  in  the  Be” 
ginning  to  Sweat,  the  Patient  was  forcibly 
kept  awake  although,  when  home  Appear¬ 
ance  came  of  Recovery,  a  little  Sleep  was 
indulged,  to  recruit  the  Spirits,  but  not 
beyond  four  Flours  together  •  for  if  they 
flept  longer,  they  were  waked  to  take  their 
Medicines. 

I  F  the  Belly  was  coftive,  and  the  Di- 
Remper  on  its  Declenfion,  Clyfters  were  ufed 
with  Benefit,  made  of  a  Decoction  with  the 
Roots  of  Scorz.oneray  'TormentU^  and  MarfaMal- 

lorvs  the  Leaves  of  Scot  Alum ,  Meadow- facet) 

N  4  and 
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gnd  Violets  ;  Flowers  of  Chrnomll  and  Elder  ; 
fwect  Fenmi-Scedsy  and  Anni feeds  ;  arid  in  it  was 
diilbived  the  Yolk  o  a  1  Efj  brown  Smar , 
and  5  iij.  of  Diafcordlum  or  London  Treacle  • 
and  when  more  Id  a  fee  was  required  for 
Evacuation,  §  j.  or  g  j.  fs.  was  added  of  the 
Infufion  of  Crocks  MetaUorum •  After  the 
Clyffer  came  away,  the  Patient  was  allowed 
£  Draught  of  generous  Wine,  or  of  fome 
Cordial  Julap,  or  Broth,  &c. 

■AND  whereas  a  Languor  upon  the  Spi¬ 
rits  very  much  contributed  (as  before  ob- 
fervedj  both  to  the  Propagation  and  Vio¬ 
lence  of  the  Contagion  ;  to  remove  fuch  an 
Inconvenience,  grateful  Scents  were  made 
life  of,  fuch  as  are  known  to  comfort  the 
Brain  ;  fometimes  Vinegar  of  Rofes  was  fprin- 
kled  upon  live  Coals,  and  at  others,  were 
burnt  fuch  things  as  Styrax ,  Labdanum ,  ckc. 
or  which  more  hereafter,  and  all  things 
avoided  which  might  give  any  Offence  to  * 
the  Nofe  by  its  Smell. 

HITHERTO  we  have  treated  of  An¬ 
tidotes,  and  the  Regimen  of  our  Patients  ; 
next  we  come  to  external  Helps,  amongft 
which  Blifiers  demand  the  iirft  mention; 
and  whole  frequent  and  fuccelsful  Appli¬ 
cation 
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cation  removes  all  Controverfy  about  their 
Ufefulnefs. 


B  L  I  ST  E  R-Plafters  were  applied  to  fe¬ 
ver  a  1  Parts  •  as  the  Nape  of  the  Neck, 
with  in- fide  the  Arms,  the  Thigs,  and  Legs  • 
and  by  thele  the  VefTels  were  warmed,  the 
juices  rendered  more  fluid,  a  Stimulus  given 
to  the  Sluggiflmefs  of  Nature,  and  PalTa.  e 
made  fufficiently  large,  for  the  Evacuation 
not  only  of  fuperfluous  Serolities  and  noxi¬ 
ous  Humours,  but  alfo  for  the  peflilential 
Poifoc,  which  by  this  Artifice  feemed  to 
be  turned  out  this  Way  *,  not  to  fay  any 
Thing  of  the  Revulfion  made  hereby  of 
Venom  from  the  nobler  Parts. 


FOR  this  Purpofe,  I  once  ordered  a 
jBliftrer-Plaftcr  to  be  applied  within- fide  the 
Thigh,  a  little  below  a  Buboe  in  the  Groin, 
but  by  the  Carelefnefs  of  the  Nurfe,  it  was 
laid  upon  the  Buboe  it  felf  ^  which  happen¬ 
ing  to  prove  fortunate,  after  obtained  in 
Practice,  in  Expectation  thereby  to  prevent 
the  morbiflck  Humour  from  going  back  again, 
and  to  forward  its  Suppu  ration  *,  but  altho* 
this  was  of  Advantage  in  fome  Cafes,  it  was 
yet  much  fufpeTedby  the  more  cautious  Phy- 
ficians  and  Surgeons,  as  for  the  moft  Part  it 

"brought 
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brought  too  great  an  Inflammation  all  round 
it,  and  promoted  a  Strangury,  which,  by 
Excels  of  Uneafmefs,  greatly  wafted  the 
Spirits,  and  funk  the  Patient's  Strength. 

THAT  thefe  Applications  may  cer¬ 
tainly  1  anfwer  their  End,  the  moft  fharp 
ought  to  be  ufed :  The  following  Compo- 
fition  never  failed  me  in  all  my  Pra&ice  • 
but  before  its  Application,  the  Fart  was 
always  rubbed  with  Vinegar. 

gZ  Ptcis  navalis  f'  v.  galbemi  colat.  g  ).  cer& 

j.  fs.  qitibus  fimul  llquatis ,  Oj  ah  igne  femotis , 
adds  Vulv.  cantharidum  fraf.  5  vij.  vel  J  j*  fo¬ 
ment  i-  veteris ,  fem.  amcos  ana  5  iij.  cufhorhii  5  j. 
cum  aceti  fcillit.  q.  f.  incorf  or  entur^  affidue  agkan- 
doj  quoufque  cogantur  in  Emflafiri  maffam . 

/  '  i 

t 

THE  Parts  thus  veficated  were  never 
fullered  to  heal,  till  the  Malignity  of  the 
Difeafe  was  fpent •  and  to  prevent  their 
hidden  drying  up,  they  were  continually 
{Emulated  by  Melilot  Plafters  fprinkled  over 
with  fome  Powder  of  Caniharides  ^  which 
kept  up  a  conftant  Drein  of  noxious  Hu¬ 
mours  •  but  to  affwage  the  great  Heat  and 
Inflammations,  fometimes  occafioned  hereby, 
Cole-wort  Leaves  were  applied  to  them. 

Y  ET 
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1  * 

YET  although  Efiffaftich  did  fo  much 
Service  to  the  Infetfed',  and  fufficiently  made . 
amends  for  the  Trouble  and  Fain  they  gave  ; 
yet  they  were  not  indifferently  fuitable  to 
all  Perfons  j  As  for  Inftance,  where  there 
was  an  bleat  of  Urin,  or  a  continual  Incli¬ 
nation  to  pifs  -y  where  the  Sphincter  of  the 
Bladder  was  inflamed,  or  ulcerated,  in  an 
Hemorrhage  j  or  to  Women  with  Child,  or 
having  the  Afenfes  and  laftly,  where  there 
was  a  great  Languor  upon  the'  Spirits  •  it  is 
alfo  diligently  to  be  confidered  when  Epifpa- 
frieks  are  applied,  to  Buboes  or  Carbuncles 

I 

near  upon  Suppuration,  that  they  do  not 
fufe  the  Humours  too  much,  to  admit  them 
going  '  into  a  laudible  Fus ,  and  give  fuch  a 
•  Stimulus  to  the  Parts,  as  may  fmk  the  Spirits, 
and  frail  rate  other  Endeavours  of  Nature 
to  help  her  felf. 

BESIDES  Epijpafticksy  it  is  not  loft  La¬ 
bour  to  apply  proper  Things  to  the  Feet  *9 
I  commonly  ufed  a  Plafter  made  of  the  com¬ 
pound  Bett any  Plafter,  adding  to  it  fome  Eu- 
phorbizimy  Saffron^  and  London  Treacle :  And  I 
found  this  to  do  more  Good  than  Cataplafms , 
which  feme,  however,  liked  better  to  ule, 
and  were  made  of  Bryony  Root  fteeped  in 
*  Vinegar, 
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a  ^  c> 

Vinegar,  the  Flelh  of  pickled  Herrings ,  black 
Soapy  Rue ,  Scordiumy  and  Arumy  with  a  fuffi- 
4  eieot  Quantity  of  Vinegar:  Sometimes  aifo 
Pidgeons  were  applied  to  the  Feet. 


but  thefe,  and  other  Medicines  of  the 
feme  Rank,  were  not  applied  in  any  Expe- 
&ation  to  draw  away  by  them  the  pefHlen- 
tial  Miafmata  as  by  Attraction  •  but  becaufe 
the  Multitudes  of  Pores,  and  their  Large, 
nefs  in  the  Soles  of  the  Feet,  gave  Inch 
Things  an  Opportunity  of  lending  in  that 
warmth,  as  would  keep  the  Animal  Hu- 
incurs  more  fluxile,  and  cherilh  the  natural 
Heat  that  was  almoft  extinft  y  and  from 
thence  the  whole  Body  would  be  refrefhed 
by  their  Influence :  Applications  were  like- 
wife  made  to  the  Wrift  with  the  fame  View,  . 


AND  thus  having  gone  through  the  cu¬ 
rative  Part  of  a  Peffilence  in  general,  we  now 
come  to  the  Management  of  particular  Sym¬ 
ptoms  y  and  firft  of  all  of  the  Buboes, 


IT  highly  concerns  all  who  are  concern¬ 
ed  fox  the  Sick  in  thefe  Cafes,  both  Phy- 
flcians  and  Surgeons,  to  attend  with  Dili¬ 
gence  to  the  Nature  of  thefe  Tumours,  and 

w  j 

have  their  feveral  Differences  ready  in  thefe 

Minds, 
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Minds,  that  at  their  firft  Sight  they  may 
know  their  Condition,  and  ufe  Means  of 
treating  them  accordingly*  And  firft  of  all 
it  is  to  be  enquired,  whether  they  are 
moveable  or  ftxt  ?  Whether  fo  ft  or  hard? 
Whether  depreifed  or  prominent  ?  Whether 
linn  11  or  great  ?  Whether  contracted  or 
broad?  Whether  with,  or  without  Pain?  And 
laftly,  whether  inflamed  or  not  ? 

WHENSOEVER  a  Buboe  is  uncer¬ 
tain  and  dodges,  feme  times  appearing,  and 
then  again  going  back,  all  Means  is  to  be 
tiled  to  fix  it ,  and  this  is  very  fuccelsfully 
done  by  cupping  upon  the  Glands,  which 
will  fix  a  permanent  Tumour  upon  them. 

T  O  Buboes  juft  in  their  firft .  Formation, 
we  have  indeed  applied  Dlfcutiens ,  and  very 
powerful  ones  too,  in  Order  to  d:fiipate  them;  & 
and  although  they  have  feveral  Times  en¬ 
deavoured  to  fettle,  yet  we  have  not  defpair- 
ed  to  conquer  the  Enemy  this  Way  :  But  we 
always  found  it  for  Certain,  that  they  who 
went  through  fuch  Fluxes  and  Refluxes  of 
the  peftilential  Venom, never  recovered  in  fuch 
a  perfeft  Manner,  as  they  whole  Buboes  im¬ 
mediately  fixed,  and  after  Suppuration  threw  - 
out  a  great  deal  of  Matter. 


IF 
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I F  the  Tumour  is  hard  and  painful 
from  too  great  a  Tenfion  upon  the  gian- 
dulous  Parts,  not  giving  Pvoom  enough  to. 
receive  the  protruding  Humours,  the  Part 
a  hefted  may  be  anointed  with  Oil  of  Lilies , 
Rofesy  Elder ,  &c.  if  no  Inflammation  Forbids 
fuch  a  Method  j  in  which  Gircumfhmces  all 
Oils  and  Ointments  are  to  be  fufpe&ed,  as 
they  obftrufr  the  Pores,  and  are  no  W ays 
fuitable  to  the  Kature  of  the  riittd-faline 
pefHlential  Venom.  When  an  Inflammation 
there ibre  is  upon  any  Fart,  which  is  eafle 
to  be  known  by  its  Heat  and  Colour,  it 
is  better  to  make  Ufe  of  the  Mucelages  of 
Lin  feed  and  Fenugreek ,  with  Elder  Vinegar ,  and 
London  ‘ Treacle  *,  or  a  Cataplafm  of  Wheat-Flower , 
Fenugreek  and  Linfeedy  Elder  Flowers ,  white 
Bread  Crumbs ,  the  Folk  of  Eggsy  and  Powder  of 
^Saffron. 

THE  London  Phyficians  at  this  Time 
fpared  no  Trouble  nor.  Application,  to  ma¬ 
nage  the  Buboes  rightly  j  feme  of  the  Cat  or 
plajrns  therefore  by  them  daily  uied  I  fhall 
here  infert. 


Ccepam  majufculam ,  quam 
tam  imfle  fumrnit.  rut  a  deb .  cxi 


v.  a.  c.  cxcava- 
ccat.  cP  pilveriz,* 

*  I 

0  if 
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£  ij.  indantur  etiam  theriac .  LoncL  9  iv.  foramen 
operculo  [no  obturetur ,  ccepa  deinde  chart  a  blbuld 
involuta  fub  cine-ribas  ajjetur ,  cui  adds  ficum 
methodo  eddem  ajjdiam,  cum  ol.  Uni ,  liliorum 
alb .  f.  fimul  macerentur ,  &  conficiatur 

cataplafma,  applicandum  c  abide  0  bis  dc  die  im- 
mutandam :  This  is  alfb  good  againft  the 
Bites  of  venomous  Creatures. 

Or, 

•V  s 

,  5^  Fob  rut fcordii  contuf  ana  M  f.  medulla 
carnis  fcunm  g  ij.  flor .  me l Hot i  p.  f.  falls  marini 
pulveriz.  5  iij.  ferment i  veter is  3  f.  cum  f  q.  acetf 
paretur ■  Cataplafma. 


Or, 

13^  j Rad.  liliorum y  althaa,  cum  aceto  mace-rat: 
ana  lib .  f.  fem.  Uni ,  fanugraci  ana  3  ft.  carnis 
ficuum  §  iij.  confeblionis  finafiy  cum  theriac .  ana 
5  f.  axungia  fuilU  q.  f.  F.  cataplafma.  Or,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mayerne^  from  whom  I  learned 
the  Rudiments  of  Practice. 

VZ  Succ .  apii  3  ij.  me  Ufa  g  j.  pimpinella  ~5  )•  /* 
majores  Numero  duasj  ad  intenerationem , 
yiW  putrilaginem  fub  cineribtts  caute  ajfatasy  alho - 
rz/w  bulb  os  Numero  vj.  clavos  juglandium  maj . 

/  '  'vetufi . 
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vetuft.  JShunero  iv.  tmtis  alii  bulbisy  &  cl  avis  y 
ajfunde  iuccosy  turn  adde  Capasy  in  mortario  mar-’ 
moreo  cum  aceti  fciliit.  q.  f.  agitentury  &  cogantur 
in  Cataplafmatis  conjiftentiam . 

BUT  the  Hardnefs,  pricking  Pain,  and 
intenfe  Heat  of  the  Tumour  continuing,  Me¬ 
dicines  were  ufed  to  diffolve  fuch  Hardnels, 
and  affwage  the  Pain  and  Heat :  As, 

VI  Rad.  liliorum  alb.  X  ij.  porrorumy  medulla 
carnis  ficuum  ana  §  j  .fern.  Uni  §  fs.  fior.  Sambuci 9 
rncliloti  ana  p.f.  micarum  panis  alb.  lib.  is.  ccc* 
in  f  a.  labtisy  addenda  fub  finem  ol.  rof  liliorum 
alb.  vel  fambuc.  ana  q.  f.  ut  F.  Cataplafma. 

Or, ; 

Fol.  Scabiofay  acetofa  ana  M  ij.  chart  d  bi- 
huld  involut.  &  cineribus  feint illantibus  fubdito- 
rur/iy  qulbus  adde  ferment i  veteris  3  ij.  falls  tan* 
t  ilium  y  agitentw  probe  in  mortario  cum  f.  q.  axun - 
gia  fuilUy  ad  ufum  pramemoratuni.  But  that  I 
may  not  be  too  tedious  in  reciting  parti¬ 
cular  Forms  of  this  Kind,  any  neceiTary  Va¬ 
riations  are  left  to  the  Difcretion  of  every 
Phyfician  in  his  own  Practice. 


W  E 


W  E  do  not  wait  for  the  Suppuration  df 

* 

a  Buboe  until  it  breaks  of  it  lelf,  when 

the  Pain  and  other  Symptoms  continue  very 

fevere  without  Remiftion ;  befides,  ntheref 

would  in  doing  fo  be  Danger  of  wafting 

the  Spirits  too  much,  and  letting  the  mor- 

bihck  Matter  retreat,  befides  the  Smalnefs 

of  the  Orifice,  which,  when  they  open  them- 

helves,  is  feldom  large  enough  to  give  due 

Vent  ■  we  therefore  open  them  by  Incifidn^ 

or  to  prevent  Mortification,  by  a  potential 

Cautery  ♦  and  for  the  fame  Purpofe  it  hath 

alfo  been  many  Titnes  found  realonable  td 

0 

mix  the  milder  Caufticks  with  Digeftives* 


YET  although  common  Experience  at- 
tefts  to  the  Advantage  of  Cataplafms,  as 
they  wonderfully  eheriih  the  languid  and 
almoft  extinguished  natural  Heat,  fupple 
the  neighbouring  Parts,  relax  the  Skin,  and 
contemper  and  affwage  fharp  Humours; 
yet,  I  fay,  becauie  their  frequent  Repeti¬ 
tion  is  fometimes  on  may  Accounts  incon¬ 
venient  and  difagreeable,  1  lifed  to  fubftitute 
the  following  Cerate  in  their  Room. 


Oxycroccl  §  'iij. 
tanna  ana  3  j*  ftcif  naval  Is  5 

Q 


i  cot  at  guim  tu~ 
ij.  e  Hauatis  fifml 
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cum  ol.  chamcmeh ,  &  hliorum ,  v.  e.  t.  maffa 
pro  empL  And  I  am  bold  enough  to  affirm, 
that  with  this  I  have  prevented  the  Want 
of  a  Surgeon  in  more  than  a  thousand  In- 
fiances  :  But  when  a  Buboe  is  artificially 
opened,  it  is  the  mofi  proper  to  do  it  in 
fome  depending  Part  of  the  Tumour*,  tak¬ 
ing  Care  not  to  wound  the  larger  Veiiels  and 
Mufcles. 

BUT  whether  a  Buboe  breaks  of  it 
feif,  or  is  opened  by  Incifion,  it  is  to  be 
waihed  and  cieanfed  with  a  Lixivium  of 
Jljhesj  ScordiuMy  Betonjy  Buglofs ,  Sanicle ,  &c. 
in  which  alfo  is  diffolved  fome  London 
Treacle  :  And  the  following  Mixture  I  have 
found  very  good  for  this  Purpofe,  confin¬ 
ing  of  Birthwort  Rooty  Myrrhy  AloeSy  and 
$afron7  infufed  in  Spirit  of  \Vine7  and  to  the 
ftrained  TinTure,  adding  a  little  Oil  of  Tur¬ 
pentine.  Furthermore,  to  promote  Digehion, 
and  prevent  PutrefaTion,  the  following  may 
be  applied .  -  ■ 


Vf,  ABcliis  rof  5  b  terebinth,  cum  vitcllo  ovi  fe¬ 
int*  |  is.  theriac.  Lond.  5  iij.  farina  tritici  §  ij. 
fs.  cum  ol.  hyperki  &  fambuc .  ana  q.  J.  coq.  in 
Cataplafma  tis  con  dftentiam . 

Or, 


HI  Ong.-  bafdic.  f.  duos ,  linl'mlnti  Areal  jh 
Teniam,  oh  terebinth.  3  fs.  M.  S.  But  here  it 
jS  'co  De  obferved,  that  Detergents  are  by 
no  Means  to  be  ufecl,  unlefs  the  Ulcer  is 


j-Oi.il  •  as  alfo  that  to  appeafe  the  Enormity 
Qi  I  etui  and  Inflammation,  by  Opiates  and 


Resellers,  is  a  moft  pernicious  PraRice,  be- 
caule  it  drives  back  the  Venom  upon  the 
iioblei  Parts  *  and  alio  by  their  frequent 
Continuation^  is  a  Sphacelation  endangered 


upon  the  Extremities. 


T  H  E  S  E  Ulcers  are  likewile  by  no 
Means'  to  be  healed  up  until  they  are 
well  cleaned,  and  all  the  peftilential  Sym¬ 
ptoms  quite  disappear.  But  here  I  cannot 
out  leniark,  that  thefe  Ulcers  do  heal  much 
eafier  than  any  other  when  the  Venom  is 
fully  conquered  :  And  in  the  Cure,  it  chiefly 
concerns  the  Surgeon  to  prevent  the  Lips 
growing .  callous,  becaufe  fometimes  that 
a.rmr  is  not  eafily  again  remedied  •  when 
the  Ulcer  is  well  cleanfed,  the  ordinary 
Sarcotich  ufed  in  the  common  Method  will 
loon  fill  up  the  loft  Subftance  :  To  pre- 

O  2  Vent 
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vent  Repetition,  the  Parotides  are  to  he 
treated  after  the  fame  Tvlanner  as  Buboes, 

AFTER  this  tranfient  Vieiv,  our  Me¬ 
thod  now  brings  us  to  the  Cure  of  Car¬ 
buncles  *  ilnee  therefore  thefe  Eruptions 
have  their  Rife  from  a  peftilential  Lixivium , 
thrown  upon  feveral  Parts  of  the  Body,  and 
their  burning  them  into  an  Efchary  the  Bufi- 
nefs  of  a  Surgeon  herein  is  direfteo,  to  thiee 

main  Intentions. 

m  T  fl  A  T  the  Carbuncle  does  not  fpread 
too  far,  like  a  Gangrene,  knowing  no  Bounds. 

2.  T  O’  bring  it  as  foon  as  pofiible  to  a 
Separation ,  and, 

3.  TO  cure  it  as  carefully  as  it  can  be 
done. 

FOR  the  drit  Intention,  fuch  Remedies 
are  fuited  which  give  a  ReflriRion  to  the 
Part  fo  that  the  venomous  Particl.es  cannot 
fpread  ;  and  fuch  alio  as  affvvage  the  diftem- 
pered  Heat,  and  cherifh  and  preferve  that 
which  is  natural. 
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BUT  the  Cure  of  a  Carbuncle  is  varied 
by  its  Nature,  Progrefs,  and  Situation ;  and 
is  accordingly  to  be  treated  fometimes  with 
more,  and  at  others  with  lefs  Severity,  In 
this  Cafe  Benefit  is  fometimes  received  from 
a  Cataplafm  with  roafted  Garlicky  Sooty  Lon¬ 
don  Treacle y  and  Oil  of  Turpentine  Or, 

17  Ferment  i  voter  is  5  fs.  allii  affati  g  ij.  f ter¬ 
ror  is  columbine  5  )•  con  fee •  Sinapi  0  v.  eufhorbil 
5  ij.  cum  f.  q.  faponis  nigri  F.  Cataplafma .  But 
it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  in  the  Applica¬ 
tion  of  thefe  Cataplafms,  which  are  very 
fjiarp,  the  utmoft  Caution  muft  be  ufed, 
that  a  Pain  is  not  aggravated  thereby  be¬ 
yond  the  Patient’s  Power  to  bear  -  that  the 
Humours  be  not  cQllic[uated,  and  thrown 
upon  weaker  Parts  *  and  that  an  immoveable 
Ffchar  be  not  made  thereby. 

WHEN  the  Efchar  does  not  fall  off, 
nor  any  Signs  jof  Sepaiation  appeal,  Un¬ 
guents  and  Oils  are  not  to  be  blamed  ^  but 
if  the  Carbuncle  fpreads  further,  it  will  be 
neceifary  to  have  Recourfe  to  more  effectual 
Means  y  in  which  Case,  neithei  the  i  endti- 
nefs  of  Sex  or  '  Age  is  to  be  regarded. 

Sometimes  the  peftilential  Venom  is  to  b§ 
,  O  3  drawn 
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drawn  out  by  Cupping,  or  Scarrification,  or 
Efifpafrich :  Sometimes  alfo  for  the  fame 
Purpole  is  applied  the  bare  Rump  of  a  Fowl, 
Repeated  until  thefe  Creatures  appear  not  to 
be.  hurt  by  it •  for  this  natural  Warmth 
tooths  the  vital  Heat  of  the  Part  it  is  applied 
to,  and  entices  away  the  morbific k  Venom 
through  the  Pores  *,  Pidgeons  ufed  alive,  and 
warm  Sheeps  Lights,  have  like  wife  been  ob- 
ferved  thus  to  affwage  the  Acrimony  of  this 
peffilentiai  Virulence. 

# 

T  FI  E  F.  fchar  is  fome times  got  off  by 
Burning,  and  fometimes  by  Incifion  ;  I  never 
indeed  found  any  thing  more  effectual  than 
the  aftual  Cautery ,  and  in  this  Practice  of 
ours  we  differ  not  from  the  celebrated  G;/- 
CGrcgius ,  who  tells  us,  fag.  39.  that  in  his 
Time  they  were  wont  to  burn  the  Carbuncle 
with  a  red  hot  Iron.  There  are  very  con¬ 
venient  Inftruments  amongft  the  Surgeons 
for  this  Operation,  which  they  call  the 
Button,  being  lb  draped  •  but  they  are  of 
little  Service,  except  the  Burring  extends 
to  the  Compafs  of  the  Eruption  *  and  the 
Iron  is  by  no  means  to  be  taken  away,  until 
the  Patient  is  fenlibie  or  it but  to  act  oif 
theFfchar ,  the  middle  Part  muft  be  burnt 
deepeft. 

AMONGST 


of  the  late  Tejltknce. 


AMONGST  many  other  Advantages., 
I  iliall  mention  but  a  few  that  are  received 
from  the  a  final  Cautery  in  thefe  Gales  j  for 
from  hence  the  Parts  a  he  fled  are  rendred 
more  firm  and  ftrong  •,  hence  the  Vefiels 
are  more  aflringed  hence  the  fubtile  / Hi- 
afmata  are  ranked  and  evaporated  *  hence 
the  Poifon  is  cor  refled  and  dried  up  •  and 
laftly,  hence  the  languifhing  Heat  is  quick- 
ned;  and,  not  to  ufe  many  Words,  the  pe- 
ftilential  Venom  feem's  to  be  deflroyed  by 
Burning,  no  other  wife  than  the  Bites  of 
poifonous  Creatures  are  cured  after  the  fame 
Manner. 


A  S  for  what  is  done  by  the  Knife,  the 
Jnfefled  are  certainly  as  much  benefited 
by  it,  as  by  the  a  final  Cautery  *  especially 
if  the  lncifion  be  made  deep,  and  goes  to 
the  Root  at  the  Centre  f  for  by  this  may 
be  made  a  very  expeditious  Elevation  and 
Separation  of  the  Efchar •  and  this  Means 
is  more  particularly  to  be  ufed  where  a 
Gangrene  is  threatned  •  but  hi  doing  it. 


great  Care  muff  be  taken,  as  before  hinted, 
that  there  is  not  made  any  Effufioii  of  Blood 
by  cutting  the  larg 


-  %Trsi 


O  3  J:  Qt  !  c 
V  iUi 


efpecially  the 


Arteries. 
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BUT  when  this  Separation  is  once  fb 
milled,  whether  it  be  by  a  Knife,  or  by 
Burning,  or  of  its  own  Accord  •  the  next 
thing  is  to  peal  it  off:,  and  this  is  frequent¬ 
ly  affifted  by  moiftening  it  with  new  Butter, 
Oil  of  Elder  7  or  Oil  of  Lilies.  The  Efchar 
is  like  wife  to  be  loofened  gradually,  and 
not  too  haftily  that  is,  a  kind  of  Matu¬ 
ration  is  to  be  waited  for.  After  the  Car¬ 
buncle  is  fallen  off.  Care  muft  be  taken  to 
yleanie  away  the  Sordes  upon  it,  and  promote 
Pigeftion  by  the  Ufe  of  fuitable  Applica¬ 
tions  and  every  thing  elfe  carefully  ma¬ 
naged.  as  before  dire&ed  in  the  Cure  of 
^  '  .  «•  ,  .  ' 

Buboes. 

L  A  S  T  L  Y,  Iilcarning  is  gradually  to  be 
gffecled,  and  the  Ulcer  (lowly  healed  over  ; 
for  by  being  too  haftily  clofed,  it  is  not  un¬ 
common  to  find  fome  peftilential  Mlafmata 
lurking  behind,  which  afterwards  prove  mif- 
chievous,  and  often  fatal,  as  may  eaflly  be 
gathered  from  a  preceding  Riflory,  and  ma» 
ny  others  not  here  mentioned. 

-  "5  ■  -  »  '  *  •  .  f 

'  ■  .  / 

B  U  T  becaufe  fonietimes  the  Parts  where 

’  > 

Carbuncles  arife,  cannot  be  cleanfed  conve¬ 
niently  from  the  morbid  Humours,  whence 
the  Cure  proves  flow,  or  cannot  be  eiteTed 

V  i  t  -  ■■  '  ;  »■  J 
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all,  the  circumjacent  Parts  at  firffc  ihould 
be  guarded  by  Defenfatives,  which  would 
aftringe  the  Laxity  upon  thofe  Parts,  keep 
the  Pahages  clear,  and  give  Roonj  for  the 
due  Motions  of  the  Juices  and  Spirits, 
while  at  the  lame  time  they  prevent  the 
Exhalation  of  the  natural  Heat,  But  if 
notwithstanding  the  utmoft  Care,  Sphacela¬ 
tion  comes  on,  immediate  Recourfe  is  to  be 
had  to  Embrocation,  with  the  following. 

Cmerum  abfynthil^  f cor  dir ,  cardui ,  centaurii 
vun.  ana  5  iij.  e  quibus  parctur  lixivium ,  in  den  do 
flor .  chamemeliy  fambucij  meliloti  ana  M.  j.  llquorls 
limpidi  lib.  ij.  adde  fpir.  vim  eft.  lib.  fs.  dijfolve 
theriac .  Load.  §  ij.  M.  S.  pro  fotu  p.  ajfebia  bis  de 
dia}  epudm  caladijjime ,  exin  Cataplafma  conficiatur 
€  theriac.  Lond.  cum  Elix  frofrietatis. 

LAST  L  Y,  T o  put  an  End  to  this 
Section,  wherein  to  prevent  prolixity,  I 
have  ffudioufly  avoided  all  Points  of  Con- 
troverfy ;  I  cannot  altogether  omit  the 
Mention  of  thofe  skilful  and  faithful  Sur¬ 
geons,  with  due  Honour,  whofe  Task  in 
this  raging  Calamity  was  very  hard  and 
dangerous,  how  they  had  the  Care  of  all 
peftilential  Tumours  and  Ulcers,  &c.  Put 
although  fome  of  thefe  fell  themfelves  in 

the 
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the  Difcharge  of  their  Duty  to  others,  yet 
the  Survivors  went  on  chearfully  in  their 
Bufinefs  \  and  they  who  lived  through  the 
whole,  owed  a  great  deal  to  a  Conftancy  of 
Mind,  as  well  as  to  the  coniervatory  Power 
of  Providence. 

sectio  n  vih. 

Of  Prefervaticw  from  a  Pejlilificc. 

IT  is  manifeftly  much  more  advifeable 
to  keep  off  the  Invafion  of  a  Pe#ilence? 
than  to  hand  its  violent  and  fatal  Shocks  • 
and  Self-Preiervation,  as  well  as  the  Exam¬ 
ple  of  all  other  wife  People,  admoniflies 
us  to  ufe  all  poffible  Endeavours  to  keep 
it  from  us,  and  guard  our  felves  again#  it 
while  at  a  Diftance.  This  Part  therefore 
concerning  our  Prefervation  from  a-  Pefti- 
lence,  regards  both  the  Duty  of  the  Ma- 
gift; rate,  and  the  Care  of  every  Individual  : 
that  is  to  fay,  it  is  the  Magiftrate’s  Duty, 
that  when  the  Nature  and  peculiar  Quali¬ 
ties  of  this  Difeafe  are  known,  and  reported 
by  Phyficians,  fuch  Laws  iliould  be  pro¬ 
vided,  as  might  be#  conduce  to  prevent 
its  Spreading,  if  not  to  its  utter  Extirpa-* 
tion. 


FIRST 


from  a  *Pe ft  tie  nee. 
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FIRST  of  all  therefore,  they  ought  to 
be  deemed  as  a  kind  of  Traitors,  who 
frightned  the  credulous  Populace  with  the 
Apprehenflons  of  an  approaching  Plague,  by 
idle  and  groundlefs  Fveports  and  Predictions  , 
for  the  Propagation  of  the  late  Sicknefs  was 
too  notorioufly  a  ill  fled  by  this  Means,  to 

*  •  -f 

want  any  Arguments  to  prove  it. 

THE  timely  Separation  alfo  of  the 
infefted  from  the  well,  is  abfolutely  necelfa- 
ry  to  be  done  *  becaule  the  moir  fure  Way 
of  fpreading  it,  is  letting  the  iick  and 
well  converfe  together.  Publick  Funerals 
ought  to  be  forbid,  as  alio  all  kinds  of 
Meetings,  and  frequent  Intercburfes  of  fe- 
veral  Perfons  together  :  An  Injunction  alfo 
of  Quarantine  from  infefled  Places,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Cuftom  of  Trading  Nations,  is 
by  any  Means  not  to  be  omitted,  and  care- 
lefly  to  be  executed. 

ALTHOUGH  it  is  looked  upon  as 
almoft  impoffihle,  by  the  moil:  artful  Con¬ 
trivances,  and  the  moft  prudent  Councils, 
to  avoid  the  Influence  o  1  a  common  Caule  % 
yet  the  Call  of  Nature,  and  the  Laws  of 
Selfprefervation,  demand  our  utmeft  Dili* 

gence 
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gence  and  Labour,  botn  in  pubnck  and 
private,  to  prevent  trie  Encroachment  of 
£uch  a  fubtile  and  cruel  Deftroyer.  And 
it  was  certainly  to  this  purpoie  a  wife  Con¬ 
trivance  of  the  Magih rates,  to  conftitute 
two  in  every  Parifh  daily  to  vifit  every  Fa¬ 
mily,  and  be  fatisfied  whether  every  one 
belonging  thereunto  was  well,  and  free  fiom 
any  InfeObon. 

B  TJ  T  both  the  Ancients  and  Tvloderns 
Iiave  taken  the  utmoft  Pains  in  contriving 
to  purge  the  Air,  on  a  Suppofition  that, 
in  a  peftiiential  Contagion,  that  is  fubfiantially 
ihfeaed :  But  as  the  Air,  as  before  demon- 
fi rated,  is  only  the  Lodgment  or  Vehicle 

to  the  pefHlential  which  are 

every  Way  agitated  111  it,  it  does  not  leem  fo 

much  to  want  Depuration  on  its  own  Account, 
as  that  poiionous  Mixture  which  is  joined 
vLith  it.  Indeed  the  peftilential  Particles 
r eliding  in  the  Porofities  of  the  An,  may 
often,  without  any  Change  or  Figure,  fox 
Want  of  due  Agitation,  remain  and  Magnate 
in  it  a  long  Time,  fo  as  to  be  drawn  in 
by  the  Lungs  in  Inipiration^  and  hence 
from  the  intimate  Mixture  and  Confulion 
as  it  were  of  both,  a  Sufpicion  may  be 

entertained  of  the  Taint  coming  from  a 

Cor- 
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Corruption  of  Air  but  of  this  we  have 
faid  enough  already  •,  and  as  howfoever  this 
Matter  is,  a  Purgation  of  the  Air  is  by 
common  Content  called  for  on  all  Sides  in 
thefe  Cafes,  we  fhall  confider  this  Matter, 
chiefly  in  thefe  two  Ref£e£b. 

FIR  S%  That  the  peftilential  Semlmum 
be  dillodged  and  to  this  Purpofe  co  ntri¬ 
bute  brisk  Winds,  efpecially  from  the  Norths 
and  the  frequent  Explofions  of  great  Guns, 
in  the  Morning  and  Evening  chiefly  \  he- 
caufe  fuch  Concufllons  agitate  the  poifbn- 
ous  Miafmata,  and  not  only  help  to  diffipate 
them,  but  to  change  and  alter  them  in 
thofe  particular  Configurations  whereby 
they  become  fb  noxious  ^  and  it  hath  been 
attefted  by  Experience,  that  an  intimate 
Combination  of  Nitre  and  Sulphur  greatly 
alters  the  faline  Qualities  or  the  pelHleu- 
tial  Taint. 

SECONDLY  The  utmoft  Diligence  is 
to  be  ufed  to  prevent  the  peftilential  Par¬ 
ticles  from  taking  Effe£i  }  which  is  fiiccef* 
fully  done  by  proper  Fumigations.  flip* 
pocrates ,  the  Oracle  in  Phyfick,  hath  left 
it  to  Pofterity,  to  kindle  Fires  in  the  pub- 
lick  Streets  -  and  thefe  fometimes  I  con¬ 


ceive 
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deive  may  do  good  ^  but  not  j  as  fome  will 
have  it,  by  abiorbing  the  peddferous  HumL 
dities,  but  by  diffufmg  on  all  Sides  a  great 
deal  of  N'tre ,  which  gives  a  condderable 
Change  to  the  venomous  *,  I  judge 

it  bed:  therefore  that  Inch  Fires  fhould  be 
made  of  refmous  Hoods,  which  throw  out 
a  clear  and  unfHous  Smell,  fuch  as  Jmiper} 
Fir ,  Oaky  Ffiy  £lmy  Chefnut |  &c.  but  by  no 
Means  Coals,  wnich  exhale  an  impure,  fetid, 
and  fuffocating  Sulphur. 

B  Y  the  Care  of  the  Magiilrate  alfo  the 
Streets,  Sinks,  and  Canals,  ihould  daily  be 
cleared  or  all  Filth-,  h  caufe  Stench  and 
Nahinefs  are  juilly  reckoned  the  Enter¬ 
tainers  oi:  InfefHon,  and  we  find  the  Air 
to  be  corrupted  frequently  from  noifome 
Smells ;  fo  that  the  peftilential  Venom  can¬ 
not  but  receive  additional  Strength  from 
fuch  Means. 


B  U  T  to  be  yet  more  particular  about 
thefe  Fumigations,  both  to  mend  the  Air 
and  refrefh  the  Houfes  that  have  been  in- 


fefled,  they  muff  be  compofed  of  fuch 
Things  as  raife  and  comfort  the  Spirits 
that  were  languilhing  with  their  greatful 
Flavours  *  for  refrefhing  Smells  are  a  kind 


of 
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of  natural  Pabulum  to  the  animal  Spirits  • 
or  they  ihould  be  of  fuch  Subftances  as 
by  their  gummy  Vifcidity  entangle  and 
cover  the  venomous  Sficula ,  fo  that  they 
cannot  a£l  }  or,  laftiy,  of  fuch  Things  as 
breath  out  fuch  nitrous  Steams,  which  will 
either  prefer ve  our  Bodies  from  receiving 
Impurities,  or  change  the  Nature  of  the 
infectious  Particles. 

I  do  not  indeed  deny,  but  feme  ungrate- 
full  Smells  may  be  fometimes  more  conve¬ 
nient  than  fveet  ones,  as  they  fix  thoie 
Spirits  which  would  otherwise  exhale*  and 
a  copious  Efflux  of  faliue  Particles  will  often 
keep  them  from  Infection  and  Injury.  But 
to  reduce  thefe  into  Glades. 

THE  Simples  of  the  fir  ft  Cla.fs  are,  Musky 
Civet ,  Amomiimj  Lavender ,  Bo  [cm  ary ,  B,oJ'esi 
Angelica^  Marjoram ,  Cloves ,  Rhodium  Woody 
Aloes  Woody  &c.  Of  the  fecond,  Frankincenj cy 
Benjamin ,  Storax7  Bdellium  y  Labd/mum ,  F itchy 
Sagapemimy  Myrrh ,  See.  Of  the  third  Clais, 
Sulphur  and  Nitre,  more  of  which  hereafter. 

B  U  T  further,  that  all  the  Means  of 
propagating  the  Plague  may  be  removed, 
it  is  very  wifely  ordered  bv  the  Magiftra- 

*  9  tf 
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cy,  to  kill  all  Dogs,  Cats,  and  other  do. 
meftick  Brutes,  left  thefe  Creatures  in  their 
Paffage  from  one  Place  to  another  ftiould 
carry° along  with  them  the  peftilential  In- 

fed  ion. 


YET  although  both  the  Makers  and 
Executors  of  the  Laws  were  very  diligent  in 
their  Duty  during  the  late  Sickhefs,  the  Con¬ 
tagion  not w  ithftanding  fpread  *7  when  there¬ 
fore  all  the  Care  and  Skill  of  the  Magiftrate 
could  ayail  nothing  in  hopping  the  common 


Deftroyer,  the  utrtioft  Application  was  made 
to  preferve  the  Individuals  under  its  Vifita- 
tion  :  For  which  Purpofe,  firff  of  all  were 
removed  all  Means  of  rendering  our  Bodies 
more  fubjed  to  take  the  Iiife&ion,  and  the 
bed  Care  taken  to  fortihe  the  Conftitution 


againh  its  Attacks,  and  to  fupport  it  under 
its  Tyranny. 


I  know  not  indeed  a  greater  Kegled 
than  in  not  keeping  the  Body  clean,  and 
keeping  at  a  Diftance  every  Thing  fuper- 
huous  or  offenfive  ;  and  during  the  pefti- 
lential  Conftitution,  nothing  was  worfe  than 
Evacuations  df  all  Kinds :  But  it  a  Ple¬ 
thora  required  phlebotomy ,  the  Blood  ilxould 

be  taken  away  by  a  fmall  Orifice,*  iu  015 

little 
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little  Quantity,  and  at  feveral  Times :  A 
Ferfon  loaded  with  bad  Humours*  fhould 
be  dilcharged  of  them,  if  poilible^  imme¬ 
diately  ;  if  they  glut  the  Stomach*  and 
firft  Paffages,  they  ought  to  be  thrown 
oh  by  Vomiting*  Drinking  in  the  Operation 
good  Quantities  of  Poffet-Drink*  in  which 
hath  been  boiled  the  Leaves  of  Car  duns 
and  Scordium  *  arid  alio  the  Bowels  fhould 
be  cleanfed*  to  which  Purpofe  the  following 
is  ufefui : 

.  .  '  / 

Sails  Tart.  3  ij.  F.  Solatia  in  fpir.  vim  apt.  J  i 
turn  addc  gutta  gambi  9  iv.  per  acid  folutione  e  va¬ 
por  etur  fpir.  turn  adde  colocynth.  cum  urind  frag. 
9  ij.  fcammaii)  Sulphur  at  i  9  j.  Aloes *  rofata  Z  if 
Irochifc.  de  rhabarb.  rec\  9  iv.  gum  ammoniaci 
in  acetoy  fell,  folnti  Z  j.  falls  abfynthiiy  cardui  ana 
9  j.  ol.  carui gutt.  vij.  cum  f  q.  Syr.  de  rhamno  K 
majfay  inde  piluU  min.  formentury  Do] .  ad  9  ij. 
And  thus  to  throw  off  thofe  Humours  which 
join  with  and  aggravate  the  peffilential  Ve~ 
nom*  very  much  prevents  the  W ant  of  An¬ 
tidotes  afterwards. 

CARE  muff  be  taken  that  there  be 
no  Suppreilion  of  Urine*  the  Non-naturals 
muff  be  ufed  with  great  Regularity  *  the 
Body  muff  be  kept  tranfpirable  *  the  Tone 

P  of 
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of  the  vtfeera  ftrengthened  *  Falling  avoided  ; 
Choice  made  of  a  good  Diet,  inch  as  will 
yield  good  NourUhment,  make  but  little 
Excrement,  and  be  ealy  oi  Digeftion  •  to 
which  feveral  Pickles  and  Sauces  are  to  be 
recommended  *,  as  Juice  of  Sorrel ,  Lemons , 
Oranges,  Pomegranates $  Barberries ,  &c.  and  at 
every  Meal  Sack  is  to  be  allowed,  wKofe  Ver- 
tues  we  ihall  hereafter  have  Occahon  to  fpeak 
of  and  Care  fhould  be  taken  not  to  be 
Abroad  in  the  Evening. 

AND  to  exp-refs  all  in  a  few  Words, 
all  the  animal  Fluids  mult  be  kept  in  a 
natural  State,  in  an  Equality  o  Motion* 
and  an  equable  Degree  of  Mixture  and 
Fluxility  j  they  mud  not  be  put  at  any 
inordinate  Flurries,  nor  be  too  much  rarihed 
or  exalted;,  nor  muft  they  be  fullered  to 
grow  vapid  and  languid,  tor  Want  of  Depu¬ 
ration,  and  a  Retention  of  excrementitious 
Particles.  Rut  a  proper  Regimen  is  better 
to  be  had  from  other  Writers,  we  therefore 
haften  to  proper  Antidotes. 


An 
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An  Anti-peflilential  Electuary  of  Mayerne* 

pc  Juglandium  virid.  lib.  ij.  ficuum3  fmnofitm 
ana  lib.  j.  macercntur  in  aceto 9  &  pul  fa  tr/tjici* 
atur  y  cut  adde  pulv .  fubtilijf.  rut  a,  lib.  Is.  viper  in  a 
Virginians  g  j.  fs.  rad.  contrayerva  ^  iij.  pet  a- 
fit  id.  z. edoari<ey  ana  3  ij.  fs.  fdcchari  perlali  lib.  j. 
Syr  e  fucco  Kermes  g  j.  Syr.  calendula y  caryophylL 
ana  q.  f.  ut  F.  EleB.  molie 9  addendo  fol.  yluri  40 « 
Dof.  ad  quantitatem  nucis  Jugland.  maj.  mane ?  cf 
vefperi. 

An  Electuary  for  the  Poor * 

'  ^  / 

W-  Conferv.  lujuU ,  gal  eg  a  ana  lib.  fs.  talenduU 
lib.  j.  Bberiac.  Londm.  g  iij.  boll  armen .  vitriol. 
%  iv.  cum  fyr.  limonum  q.  j .  conficiatur  EleB .  Bop 
i id  o  ij.  w/  iij. 

^  Antipefi  ilential  Confection . 

1/-  Radio,  fcorz.cn.  Hlfipan.  petafitid.  contrayer¬ 
va  ana  3  ij.  helemiy  tormentilU  ana  3  fs.  angelica^ 
chelidoni<Zy  mai.  ana  3  j.  is*  Junip.  pr'ap.  lib. 

is.  fummit .  rut  a  p.  j.  Jem.  car  duly  citri  ana  5  ij. 
quibw  prop,  affundc  p.  duos  aceti  fambuc.  &  tertiam 
fpir.  vini  opt.  infufione  peraBd  &  exprcfione0  liquor 
igne  lento  evaporetur  fere  ad  mellagincm :  extratii 
libs  j.  dfide  thermo.  Lon  dim  3  ij.  fs.  boll  arm .  fcrri 
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(igillataana  §  ).  flor.  fulphuris  3  v.fucci  Kermes  g  ij* 
conflerv.  lujula  lib.  j.  cum  flyr.  Ihnon.  q.  f.  F.  Fie&. 
molle,  Dof.  ad  quantit.  nucls  myriftica  mat.  ter , 
vel  fapius  de  die. 

Anti-feflilential  Fills . 

fyt  ExtraB .  rad.  helenii ,  angelica,  contrayerva 
ana  §  j.  extraB.  alb.  glycyrrh.  5  iij.  flor . 

y^/pA’.  ^  quatuor  fdltem  vices  fublim.  5  ij.  C.  C.  phi- 
lofloph.  calcin.  fem.  citri  pulveriz.  ana  3  j.  Is. 
fcordii ,  abfynth.  ana  9  ij.  cum  [  q .  ficls  liquids  F 
fra  pilulls,  Dof.  ad  5  fs.  9  ij.  C^* 

hord  fomni. 

Ant  if  eft  ilenz  id  Elixir  Proprietatis. 

F£  Croci  Angh  opt .  f,  fs.  extrah.  tincluram  cum 
dq.  ulmarla,  Jcabiofa,  cardul  vel  me  l  iff  a  f.  q* 
additis  [fir.  fulphuris  aliquot  guttis  ad  leviufcu- 
lam  aciditatem :  liquor  per  chart  am  emporeticam 
agatur,  in  colaturd  ad  lentum  B.  cal  or  cm  diffolve 
Aloes  pellucida  e  veficd  J  iv.  per  fataccum  Un- 
teum  baud  it  a  rarum  trajiclatur.  liquor  *  deinde  F* 
condenfatio  ad  eundcm  valorem ,  acqulfita  pilularum 
molliuj cut drum  confident  la,  adde  myrrh  a  pur  iff  m  a 
o  vij.  flor.  vel  magifllerli  pradpit.  Benzoin  5  iij. 
falls  C.C.  5  ij*  cum  fyr.  fambuc.  q.  f.  F.  majja  un¬ 
de  piluh  for  mem  ur ,  Dof.  ad  9  ij. 
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Lozenges  aga'wfl  the  Plague. 

ExtraFh.  rad „  angelica ,  &  contraycrva  y}  j* 
extr .  liquiritia  5  Iij*  flor.  fulphuris  myrrh  at . 

E  £.  c&w  myrrh d  fublim.  3  v.  0/.  cmnam.  gutt.  viij. 
faccharum  cryflaliin .  ^4  duflum  omnium  pondus,  cum 
mucilag.  gum  tragacanth .  4<J.  fcordii  far  at.  q.  f 
F.  TabclU  parva  fubling. 

SOME  ufed  every  Morning  to  fwallow 
a  Clove  or  two  of  Gar  lick  j  and  many  eat 
unripe  Walnuts  pickled.  The  following 

Draught  was  of  admirable  Service : 

/  — 

re?ykr.  camphor  ata  §  ij.  opt* 

5  j.  in  quibus  dijfoive  bol.  arm.  opt.  9  ij.  ^z44f 
fcabiofa  Jimp l .  5  iij*  did.  S.  F.  hauftus . 

SOME  old  Kurfes,  as  themfelves  have 
informed  me,  for  an  Antidote  gave  human 
Excrements *  but  for  the  Eihcacy  of  this 
Secret,  I  have  nothing  to  fay.  Some  found 
Benefit  by  drinking  of  Urine  ^  but  many  who 
have  thought  themfelves  by  thefe  Means 
fo  well  fortified,  would  venture  themfelves 
too  inadvertently  into  Danger,  without  any 
neceffary  Occafion,  to  the  great  Hazard  of 
their  Lives. 
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BUT  in  thefe  precautionary  Dire&ions, 
it  is  to  be  particularly  advertifed,  that 
Aftriiigents  of  any  Kind  whatsoever,  as  Bole, 
feded  Earthy  Lemnian  Earth,  Coral ,  &c.  are 
not  to  be  given  to  Maidens,  and  Women 
in  their  monthly  Courfes,  for  Fear  they 
fkould  occahon  Obftruflions,  and  other  bad 
Diforders :  Thofe  Remedies  alio  are  as 
much  to  be,  blamed  which  force  this  Eva¬ 
cuation  by  thinning  the  Blood  too  much, 
and  irritating  the  Uterine  Veifels  :  And 
la  illy,  in  the  Prefer  vation  as  well  as  the 
Cure,  the  Seafons  of  the  Year,  Sex,  Conidi- 
tution,  Age,  &C  are  carefully  to  be  attend¬ 
ed  to. 

»  * 

BUT  before  I  proceed  further.  Grati¬ 
tude  obliges  me  to  do  Juft  ice  to  the  Ver- 
tees  of  Sack ,  as  it  deleryedly  is  ranked  a- 
mongft  the  principal  Antidotes,  whether 
it  be  drank  by  it  felf,  or  impregnated  with 
Wormwood ,  Angelica,  &c.  for  I  have  never 
yet  met  with  any  Thing  fo  agreeable  to 
the  Nerves  and  Spirits  in  all  my  Experience. 
That  which  is  b eft  is  middle-aged,  neat, 
fine,  bright,  racy,  and  of  a  Walnut  Fla¬ 
vour  •  and  it  is  certainly  true,  that  during, 
the  late  fatal  Times,  both  the  infected  and 

the 
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the  well  found  vail  Benefit  from  it,  unlefs 
they  who  ufed  it  too  intemperately  ,  many 
indeed  medicated  it  with  various  Alexivhar > 
mick  Simples. . 

I  T  remains  that  we  now  fay  fomewhat 
concerning  the  Uie  of  'Tobacco  0  whofe  Vei- 
tues  for  this  Purpofe  are  extreamly  cried 
up  by  Diemebrooeckj  and  fome  others  ^  but 
whether  we  regard  the  narcotick  Quality 
of  this  American  Henbane  ,  or  the  poilonous 
Oil  which  exhales  from  it  in  Smoaking , 
or  that  prodigious  Diicharge  or  Spittle 
which  it  occafions,  and  which  Nature  wants 
for  many  other  important  Occafions  9  01, 

laftly  the  Exercife  it  gives  to  the  Lungs  in 
drawing  it  ,  befides  the  Aptitude  ot  the 
pefti  eutial  Poifon  to  be  taken  down  along 
with  it,  and  the  Irkiomenefs  of  its  Scent , 
I  mull  conlefs  my  ielr  at  XJ'ncei tairmes 
about  it*  though  as  to  my  felf,  i  am  its 
profeifed  Enemy,  and  was  acc  adorned  to 
fupply  its  Place  as  an  Antidote  with  Sack. 

\ 

W  E  now  then  come  to  external  Reme¬ 
dies,  amongft  which  Amulets,  and  Characreis, 
demand  the  firft  Notice :  It  mud  indeed 
be  granted,  that  it  is  no  new  Cuitom  oi 
Contrivance  to  hang  thefe  Charms,  made 

P  4  various 
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various  Ways,  about  many  Farts  of  the 
Body,  but  what  Vertues  thefe  Things  have, 
is  worth  fome  Enquiry. 


IT  hath  obtained  with  many,  that  Nar 
tore,  or  the  Soul  ot  the  World,  hath  im- 
prelled  upon  fome  certain  Bodies  a  very 
diffufive  magnetick  Vertue  *  whereupon  tome 
Adeps  have  afcribed  to  many  of  thefe  Bodies 
a  Faculty  of  expelling  Poifons.  Olliers  con¬ 
ceit,  that  both  artificial  and  natural  Poifons 
do,  by  a  certain  Sympathy,  when  outwardly 
applied,  draw  away  every  Thing  that  is 
detrimental  to  the  ContHtution alter  the 
Manner  as  Amber  attracts  Straws,  and  (as 


they  report  of  the  Sn&ke-ftone)  imbibe  it^ 
Venom  :  Some  others  again  contrive  Amulet s 
of  Spices,  to  invigorate  Nature,  and  fup- 
port  her  againff  the  Enemy. 


I  think  it  proper  to  give  my  Opinion  of 
this  Matter*  with  Submiffion  therefore  to 
thefe  great  Men,  I  cannot  ealily  come  into 
a  Belief  of  any  Advantages  to  be  had  from 
this  Practice  •  for  molt  of  the  Efforts  afcri. 


bed  to  them,  is  rattier  from  the  Power  of 
Imagination,  or  owing  to  feme  mamfeft  Pro¬ 
perty.  Furthermore,  it  hath  religioufly  ob- 
pined  amongft  many  People,  that  Difeafos 

are 
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are  to  be  driven  away  by  painting  Character's 
upon  the  Body  ;  but  it  is  ftrongly  to  be  fu- 
fpeCled,  that  this  Practice  hath  been  altoge¬ 
ther  owing  to  Jugglers ,  and  Perfons  addicted 
to  infernal  Arts*,  for  what  medicinal  Virtue 
can  there  be  in  a  Figure  ?  It  feems  to  me, 
that  becaufe  the  Sacred  Myfieries  of  our  j4rt 
were  anciently  defcribed  by  Hieroglyf hicks , 
the  Populace,  who  were  ignorant  of  their  Sig¬ 
nifications,  miffook  them  for  Charms  again# 
a  Plague ,  and  other  grievous  Difeafes,  and 
they  propagated  their  Delufion  down  to  Po¬ 
sterity. 

THERE  are  innumerable  Preparations 
of  thefe  Charms  or  Jmulets  to  be  met  with 
in  the  Writings  of  feveral  Phyiicians  ^  but 
I  fhall  take  it  to  have  fufficiently  difcharg- 
ed  my  Duty  here,  to  mention  thofe  only 
which  were  ufed  by  our  own  Country  Peo¬ 
ple*,  the  principal  of  which  was  a  Walnut 
filled  with  Mercury  \  for  it  is  certain  that 
many  did  prom  he  to  them  fe  Ives  Se¬ 
curity  from  the  Dignity  oi  this  Metal, 
which  to  them  feemed  to  be  the  Parent  o t 
all  others*,  others  again  expected  great 
Matters  from  its  Volatility,  notwithstanding 
\t  was  thus  incloled,  thinking  that  the 

natural  Heat  of  the  Body  would  draw  fucli 
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Vertues*  as  would  fecure  them  from  the 
Infection.  But  much  the  greater  Number 
were  lupplied  with  arfenical  Amulet  sy  from 
Empiricks  and  Mountebanks*,  thefe  were 
compounded  of  Arfenick  alone,  with  Wax  ^ 
or  had  many  other  Things  added  there¬ 
unto,  appropriated  to  the  Difeafe.  One 
or  the  chief  Forms  of  this  Kind  is  the 
following  : 

Di&amni  erst,  full).  9  vij.  fulv.  fin  dpi  d  fs* 
JfenTLoin .  3  ij*  Arfenici  veri  3  iij.  ol.  cinnam.  gutt. 
vij.  ccra  oft.  3  V.  cum  mucilag.  gum .  tragacanth. 
aceto  rofac.  far  at.  F.  fafta7  unde  flacenta  multifor- 
rnes  dcffitica  farentur,  ad  fondus  3  ij-  vd  iij.  cor¬ 
dis  regioni  admovenda7  linteo  ferico  frius  involute. 
For  it  commonly  prevailed  amongft  the 
Populace,  that  Jrfenick ,  by  fome  magnetick 
Vertue,  draws  away  all  Poifon,  efpe daily 
that  of  a  Peftilence.  The  wearing  alfo  of 
a  dried  Toad  was  a  mighty  Secret  with 
fome. 

BUT  to  give  my  Thoughts  concerning 
the  good  or  bad  Effects  of  thefe  appended 
Remedies,  I  do  not  remember  any  one  who 
had*  their  Expectations  anfwered  thereby  ^ 
but  many  confiding  too  much  in  them, 
negleCted  other  more  neceffary  Means  of 

Pre- 
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Preservation,  and  brought  themfelves  into 
great  Hazard  of  their  Lives  by  wearing 
them  •  a  remarkable  Inftance  of  which  I 
met  with  in  an  elderly  Lawyer,  who  upon 
wearing  an  Arfemcal  Amulet  upon  his  Breafi: 
had  a  peflilential  Carbuncle  rife  under  it, 
the  third  Day  after  which  he  died.  In 
feme  others  large  Vefications  appeared, 
not  from  any  Venom  drawn  out,  but  from 
the  Cauftick  Quality  of  the  Charm  it  fe\f} 
and  the  Communication  of  its  own  Poifon 
to  the  Part  ;  What  Madnefs  was  it,  in 
'fiich  a  terrible  Calamity,  to  put  the  Hazard 
of  Life  upon  fuch  idle  and  ridiculous  Ex-? 
periments  ? 

BUT  to  pafs  over  fuch  Baubles,  and  pro¬ 
ceed  to  Means  that  are  conformable  to 
JReafon,  and  the  Rules  of  Medicine,  JJfues 
are  not  to  be  forgot  ^  for  by  thefe  all  kinds 
of  Impurities  are  allowed  to  flow  out  along 
with  the  peflilential  Poifon,  as  through  an 
open  and  ready  Paffage  j  and  the  more  of 
thefe  little  Ulcers  are  made,  the  better,  al¬ 
though  their  Largenefs  may  anfwer  as  well 
as  more  in  Number  ,  that  is,  if  they  are  big 
enough  to  hold  4,  6  or  8  Peas  together. 
If  any  one  hath  a  Mind  for  two  Iiiues,  let 
pne  he  made  in  the  left  Arm,  and  the  other 
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in  the  oppoiite  Leg.  And  as  for  the  Uie- 
fulnefs  of  thefe,  I  can  fpeak  it  of  my  own 
Experience,  that  whenfoever  I  was  moft  befet 
with  peftilential  Fumes,  in  the  Courfe  of  my 
Bufmefs, !  could  then  immediately  perceive 
a  ihooting  Fain  in  my  Iffue,  and  had  a  great 
deal  of  an  ill  conditioned  Matter  difcharge 
from  it;  and  this  I  always  looked  upon  as 
a  lure  Warning  to  have  timely  recourfe  to 
Alexifharmkh , 

GREAT  Service  was  likewife  found  in 
the  Prefervation  againfl:  the  Peftilerice,  as 
well  as  in  its  curative  Part,  by  the  Applica¬ 
tion  of  Blifiers,  and  keeping  them  open  a 
good  while. 

‘  HAVING  thus  come  to  a  Conclufiqii, 
I  think  it  not  amifs  to  recite  the  Means  which 
I  ufed  to  preferve  my  felr  from  the  Infection, 
during  the  continual  Courfe  or  my  Bu  llnels 
among  the  Sick. 

A  S  foon  as  I  rofe  in  the  Morning  early, 
I  took  the  Quantity  of  a  Nutmeg  of  the 
Jnti-pfiilential  EleZbuary  *,  then  after  the  Dif- 
patch  of  private  Concerns  in  my  Family, 
I  ventured  into  a  large  Room,  where  Crowds 

of  Citizens  uied  to  be  in  waiting  for  me  ^ 

and 
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and  there  I  commonly  fpent  two  or  three 
Hours,  as  in  an  Hofpital,  examining  the  le- 
veral  Conditions  and  Circum dances  of  all 
who  came  thither  ^  feme  of  which  had  Ul¬ 
cers  yet  uncured,  and  others  to  be  advifed 
under  the  firft  Symptoms  of  Seizure  *  all 
which  I  endeavoured  to  difpatch,  with  all 
poflible  Care  to  their  various  Exige  ncies. 

AS  foon  as  this  Crowd  could  be  diR 
charged,  I  judged  it  not  proper  to  go  abroad 

fading,  and  therefore  got  my  Breakfad : 

*  , 

After  which,  till  Dinner-time,  I  vifited  the 
Sick  at  their  Houfes whereupon,  entring 
their  Houfes,  I  immediately  had  burnt  fome 
proper  Thing  upon  Coals,  and  alfo  kept  in 
my  Mouth  fome  Lozenges  all  the  while  f 
was  examining  them.  But  they  are  in  a 
Midake  who  report  that  Phyficians  uieda 
on  fuch  Occadons,  very  hot  Things  ^  as 
Myrrh ,  Ze  deary ,  Angelica ,  Ginger ,  &c.  for 
many,  deceived  thereby,  railed  Inflammations 
upon  their  Tonfils,  and  greatly  endangered 
their  Lungs. 

I  further  took  Care  not  to  go  into  the 
Rooms  oFthe  Sick  when  I  fweated,  or  were 
Aiort-breathed  with  Walking*  and  kept  my 
Mind  as  compofed  as  poflible,  being  luffici- 

entiy 
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ently  warmed  by  fuch,  who  had  grievouil/ 
fullered  by  Uneafinefs  in  that  P^eipeft.  After 
fome  Hours  Vifiting  in  this  Manner,  I  re¬ 
turned  Home.  Before  Dinner,  I  always 
drank  a  Glafs  of  Sack,  to  warm  the  Stomach, 
refrefh  the  Spirits,  and  di  flip  ate  any  begin¬ 
ning  Lodgment  of  the  InfefHon.  I  chofe 
Meats  for  my  Table  that  yielded  an  eafie 
and  generous  Nourifhment,  roaibed  before 
boiled,  and  Pickles  not  only  fui table  to  the 
Meats,  but  the  Nature  of  the  Diftemper; 
(and  indeed  in  this  melancholy  Time,  the 
City  greatly  abounded  with  Variety  of  ail 
good  Things  of  that  Nature)  I  feidom  like- 
wife  rofe  from  Dinner  without  drinking  more 
Wine.  After  this,  I  had  always  many  Per-* 
fous  came  for  Advice;  and  as  foon  as  I 
could  difpatch  them,  I  again  vifited  till 
Eight  or  Nine  at  Night,  and  then  concluded 
the  Evening  at  Home,  by  drinking  to  Cheer- 
fulnefs  of  my  old  favourite  Liquor,  which 
encouraged  Sleep,  and  an  eafie  Breathing 
through  the  Pores  all  Night.  But  if  in  the 
Day-time  I  found  the  leait  Approaches  of 
the  Infeftion  upon  me,  as  by  Giddinefs, 
Loathing  at  Stomach,  and  Faintnefs,  I  im¬ 
mediately  had  Recourfe  to  a  Glafs  of  this 
Wine,  which  eafily  drove  thefe  beginning 
Dii  orders  away  by  Tranfpira  ion. 


Y  E  T 


YET  in  the  whole  Courfe  of  the  Iiife- 
£Hon>  I  found  my  felf  ill  but  twice  but  was 
foon  again  cleared  of  its  Approaches  by  thefe 
Means,  and  the  Help  of  fuch  Antidotes  as  I 
kept  always  by  me. 

BUT  to  conclude,  it  may  not  be  impro¬ 
per  to  take  Notice,  that  the  Citizens  much 
accuftomed  them  (elves  to  certain  Competi¬ 
tions  for  keeping  off  the  Infection,  by  con¬ 
tinual  Smelling  to  them  ^  the  chief  among!! 
which  was  the  following. 

Tufa,  rad .  angelic fummit .  rorifm.  dr  la* 
e venduU  cum  floribus  ana  3  ij.  carycphylh  3  iiij. 
labdani  puriff.  Styracis  ana  3  iij  •  omnibus  prop.  in 
commixtione  adde  ol.  nucis  mofeh.  per  expreff.  3  J. 
fs.  ol.  ligni  rhod .  9  ij.  camphor  a  3  is.  mofehi  giv 
viij.  cum  cera  opt.  p.  f.  F .  majja .  Some  like- 
wife  would  (me  11  to  Galbanum ,  Oil  of  Worm* 
wood ,  or  Ruey  as  alfo  the  Oil  or  Spirit  drawn 
from  Pitchy  and  dropped  upon  Cotton,  to  be 
kept  in  a  clofe  Ivory  Box.  Yet  I  could  not 
fo  much  approve  of  theie  Things,  as  they 
were  ufed}  becaufe  they  fo  much  dilated 
the  Pores  of  the  olfaTory  Organs,  as  to  give 
more  Liberty  for  the  peffilential  A  Farm  at  a  to 
pafs  in  along  with  them. 
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THE  Purification  of  Hoiifes  was  con¬ 
trived  to  be  done  feveral  Ways^  but  what 
I  moft  approved  of,  was  in  placing  a  Cha- 
fina-difli  in  the  Middle  of  a  Room,  or  the 
Entries,  or  Windows,  where  proper  Things 
were  burnt,  and  exhaled  all  round.  Quick¬ 
lime  was  likewile  thrown  into  the  follow¬ 
ing  Decofbion. 

Fol.  Scordii ,  Angelica  ana  M.  iij.  fummit . 
laurij  rut  a ,  lavenduls  ana  M  j.  is.  flor .  rofar* 
pallid,  fambuci  ana  p.  ij.  calami  aromat.  5  V.  Ca¬ 
ry  ophylL  Contuf.  5  iij-  F.  decoBio  in  duabus  p.  aq* 
font.  (A  tenia  aceti  rofac.  vel  Sambuc.  confimiliter 
ac  lagena ,  a  mucore ,  /fa  calc  is  extinBione  mm * 

dantur ,  zEz  liquorum  inditum  amp lius  vitient , 

corrumpant.  For  as  foon  as  the  Lime  is  thrown 
in,  it  raifes  a  very  penetrating  Steam,  which 
ieemed  very  likely  to  deftroy  the  Efficacy 
of  the  pefKIential  Miafmata.  For  the  Erne 

Purpofe  likewife  were  the  following  very 

judicioufly  contrived. 

W  Satis  petra  lib,  lj.  Sulphur  is  $  iij.  benzoin* 
Sty  rads  fimul  Hquati.  ana  q.  f>  ut  formentur  f.  a* 

' Trochifc .  exiccandi . 
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Enumeration  of fomanyCauJes  of  a  Peftilence, 
or  like  Changes. as  have  no  immediate  PH  at  ion  to 
the  prefent  Cajeynay  to  feme  perhaps  feern  Super¬ 
fluous y  but  my  depgn  hereby  hath  been  only  the 
better  to  inculcate  a  right  under  ft  anding  of  a 
Contagion,  which,  is  the  lafl  Confequence^and 
highefl  degree  of  Aggravation ?  they  are  capable 
of  rifwg  to ;  and  gradually  to  lead  Per  ferns  ^  not 
well  accuflomed  to  fuch  Matters ,  from  the  more 
obvious ,  to  the  more  fecret  means,  of  bringing 
fuch  terrible  Changes  into  our  Con  pit  at  ions. 
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What  relates  to  (itch  precautionary  Means 
for  our  Security,  again fe  the  Infection  now 
abroad ,  as  concerns  the  Magi  (Irate,  I  have  pre¬ 
fumed  to  fay  but  very  little  to ;  becaufe  that 
has  been  under  the  direction  of  much  abler 
f  udges ;  yet  what  I  have  ventured  to  fuggeft 
concerning  a  Regulation  in  the  Rills  of  Mor¬ 
tality,  1  cannot  forbear  being  jo  partial  to, 
as  to  wife  it  may  be  duly  confidercd,  by  Ferfons 
of  mors  Compafs  and  Penetration  in  fetch  mat¬ 
ters  ;  and  it  has  been  much  my  concern  not  to 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  Communicating  it 
in  a  more  private  manner  to  Ferfons ,  whofe 
Authority  might  have  given  it  greater  weight ; 
becaufe,  beftdes  the  advantages  immediately  pro - 
pofed  to  be  an 'fevered  from  it  under  our  prefent 
apprehenfions,  I  cannot  but  conceive  it  to  be 
applicable  to  a  great  many  other  ufeful  Ends, 
as  every  curious  and  inuuifitive  F erf bn  may 
eajily  apprehend . 


Becaufe  the  Antidotes  and  Medicines  com* 
manic  at  ed  by  Dr .  Hodges,  are  for  the  mofe 
part  cbfolete,  I  have  ventured  to  add  fome 
Formulas  more  fait  Me  to  the  modem  Practice , 

-  and 
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and  more  eafy  to  be  procured  from  the  prefent 
Stock  of  officinal  Compof  lions  :  But  all  thefe 
1  fuhmit  to  he  complied  with ,  or  altered ,  as 
different  Exigencies  may  require ?  or  as  better 
Judges  may  think  fit . 

1  find  that  fame  general  Directions  on  this 
Subject  are  liable  to  mifconfrucl ions y  effect  ally 
by  fuch  who  are  willing  to  under f  and  things 
in  a  wrong  Senfe  *  by  which  means  Difputes 
are  raifed  about  the  ufe  of  Alexipharmicks, 
Fumigations,  Fires,  and  other  general  Topics ? 
which  have  little  other  Foundation 5  in  an  a 
wilful  rnifapprehenfion  ;  for  it  cannot  be  ima¬ 
gined^  that  thefe  are  either  good  or  bad  in  all 
Circumfiances ;  but  that  they  require  the 
Conduct  and  Direction  of  able  Judges ,  as 
particular  Occaftons  or  Symptoms  demand  or 
forbid  them . 

But  of  all  the  Excursions  and  P  art  icula - 
ritieSy  in  which  feme  are  fond  of  indulging 
themfelveSy  I  cannot  think  any  Jo  extravagant 
and  blame  able  3  as  HypothefeSy  and  dr  awing  Con - 
fequences  of  Practice  from  fuppofitttious  Princi¬ 
ples  :  The  Theory  of  Medicine  abhors  any  fuch 

delujory 
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delufory  Foundations,  and  requires  the  feverity 
of  Demonflration  from  Facts,  and  the  known 
Properties  of  Matter ;  and  more  ejpecially  does 
the  Neceffties  we  are  now  under  of  Arming 
againjl  the  mofl  powerful  Enemy,  call  for  Af- 
fi fiances  of  a  more  certain  Nature',  yet  either 
from  toe  wantonneffes  of  a  light  Fmagination,and 
a  falfe  Philofophy  ;  or  from  a  Vanity  to  be 
taken  Notice  of,  the  Publick  has  upon  this  fad 
Occafion  been  amufed  with  the  Figments  and 


Conceits  of  Naturahfts,  who  from  the  Cafual- 
ties  ana  Difemperatures  incident  to  Plants 
and  other  inanimate  Productions  of  Nature 
have  drawn  Conclusions  to  Support  *uery  wild 
Conjectures  concerning  alike  Procedure  in  the 
Difeafes  peculiar  to  Mankind. 
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[  E  R,  E  is  hardly  any  cue 
Subject  more  largely  treated 
of  by  Phy final  Writers,  than 
t ii  ->  t  o  f  pejt ilential  Dif cafes  ^ 
and  the  Reafbn  of  it  l  take  to 
be,  the  Frequency  in  all  Ages  and  Countries, 
ot  Alarms  from  fuch  dreadful  Deftroyers 
and  the  uncommon  ImpreHlons  they  are 
apt  to  make  upon  the  Minds  of  thofe, 
whofe  Profeilion  naturally  leads  them  to 
enquire  into  their  Caufes.  But  in  this  it 
lias  fared  as  with  all  the  other  Branches  of 
that  noble  Science.  The  Conjeflures  and 

A  i  Opb 
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Opinions  of  Perfons  have  at  all  Times  been 
too  much  influenced  by  the  Philofophical  Hy* 
pothcfcs  in  Vogue,  infomuch  that  it  is  almoii  an 
endlefs  as  well  as  an  unprofitable  1  ask,  to 
examine  into  them  all  :  And  as  fuch  an  Em 
quiry  is  not  confiflent  with  the  intended 
Brevity  of  thefe  Pages,  I  fliall  pafs  them  by, 
only  juft  taking  Notice  of  the  moft  confider- 
able  Opinions,  under  which,  moft  that  has  been 
advanced  to  any  Purpofe  may  be  reduced. 

ALL  Authors  upon  this  SubjeT,  may  be 
reduced  under  thefe  two  Sorts:  Such  as 
aftrribe  them  to  the  immediate  Wrath  of 
Heaven,  and  account  them  as  Puniihments 
inflifted  by  the  immediate  Exertion  of  a 
Supernatural  Power  ^  and  fuch  as  aflign  for 
their  Origin  Lome  natural  Caufe. 

ALTHOUG  H  too  great  a  Regard 
cannot  be  had  to  the  Author  of  our  Beings, 
yet  Care  fhould  likewife  be  taken,  not  to 
afcribe  every  Calamity  to  the  immediate 
Exertion  of  the  Almighty  Power ",  for  it 
jeems  much  more  worthy  of  the  Divine 
Being  fo  to  order  it,  that  from  the  Courfe 
of  feoond  or  natural  Caufe,  Punifliments 
fhall  purfue  Offenders,  than  to  imagine  the 
frequent  Exertion  of  his  Power  in  a  Way 
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iupernatural  to  inflict  fuch  Puniihmentl 
Bat  there  is  a  great  deal  of  Reafon  to 
fufpea,  that  the  Number  of  this  Sect  was 
very  much  increafecl  by  fuch,  as  either 
out  of  Ignorance  in  other  Caufes,  or  out 
of  an  affe&ed  Devotion,  thought  it  their 
Intereft  to  come  into  this  Opinion,  and 
pretend  to  do  greater  Cures  by  certain  reli¬ 
gious  Performances,  and  their  Intercefiion 
with  Heaven,  than  was  in  the  Power  of 
Medicine,  of  which  they  knew  but  very 
little. 


O  F  thole  that  affign  feme  natural  Caufe, 
there  are  feveral  Opinions  :  Some  aferibe 
them  to  a  feral  Influences,  to  malign  Con- 
junctions  and  Radiations  or  the  Heavenly 
Bodies.  VVe  find,  from  the  mo.ft  remote 
Antiquity,  not  only  Pejtrfential  T)ijcdJ~cj ,  ud^ 
like  wife  a  great  many  others,  aiciiDcci  to 
the  fame  Caules  :  But  ail  the  Realoniugs 
about  this  Conjeaure  have  been  very  obfeure 
and  perplexed  until  the  prefent  Age,  when 
Sir  Ij'aac  Newton  firft  taught  Men  to  think 
juftly,  and  talk  intelligibly  about  the  Mo¬ 
tions  and  Influences  of  thofe  remote  Bodies 


upon  .our  Jltmofphere  :  And  upon  ids  Theory 
Dr.  Mead  has  iince  further  proceeded  to 
determine  their  Efficacies  imon  humane 


Bodies* 
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Bpdies*  By  which,  as  it  does  appear  that 
they  affeBt  us  no  otherwife  than  as  they 
occafion  the  feveral  Variations  of  the  Sea- 
lons3  and  different  Confutations  of  ' the  Air, 
the  Reader  muff  be  left  to  the  Cordideration 
of  inch  Caufes. 


ANOTHER  Caufe  is  charged  upon 
Steams  and  Exhalations  from  putrefying 
Bodies.  There  are  Abundance  of  Inffa  aces 
to  fapport  this  Opinion,  that  manifeffly  dif¬ 
fer  very  fatal  EffeTs  from  fuch  Caufes. 
AiS  Battels  are  generally  fought  in  Summer- 
Time,  when  by  the  Heat  of  the  Seafon 
Things  are  moff  dffpofed  to  PutrefaT  on, 
fo  it  has  often  been  obfcrved,  that  the  Plague 
has  appeared  after  great  Slaughters  of  Men 
in  Fight,  as  appears  by  undoubted  Tefti- 
mony  from  Julius  Alexandrhm  (a\  Diodorus 
S. culuSj  and  a  gieat  many  others,  too  tedious 
to  mention.  Ambrofe  J'arrcy  (Jd)  o;ives  a  Re¬ 
lation  of  a  Piague,  that  laid  waffe  almoff 
a  whole' Country,  which  had  its  Rife  from 
the  Stench  of  a  great  'many  human  Car- 
cafes  that  were  thrown  into  one  Pit,  anct 
left  Rotting'  uncoverM,  Joannes  Wolfius  (V), 

Forcfhis 


(u)  De  Bello  Punico. 

(b  >  Lib  io.  Cap,  3 , 

(t)  i  om .  i.  nicmorab.  Cent,  io 


*r 
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Foreftus  (i d },  the  abovementioned  Farrcy  (e) 
and  Agricola  (f)9  all  take  Notice  of  Plagues 
arifmg  from  the  Stench  of  putrefying  Fiili 
that  were  thrown  dead  upon  the  Shores, 

OTHER  Steams  of  the  fame  Efficacy 
frequently  arife  from  the  Putrefactions  of 
flagrant  Waters,  and  other  Bodies,  which, 
in  Pome  particular  Conhitutious  of  Air,  are 
apt  to  corrupt,  and  emit  very  offenfive  Efflux 
via.  Dr.  Mead  (g)  relates  from  Diogenes 
Laertius  (f),  that  Empedocles  obferved  a  pe» 
fHlentiai  Difeafe  to  afflict  the  Salinuntij ,  from 
the  Putrefaction  of  a  certain  River  *  to  re¬ 
medy  which,  he  contrived  to  have  the 
Streams  of  two  other  neighbouring  Rivers 
drained  into  it,  which,  by  their  Increaffi 
of  the  Current,  with  an  additional  Weight 
and  PreTure  of  Water,  brought  the  former 
to  its  ufual  Sweet nefs,  and  fo  put  a  Stop  to 
the  Plague. 

T  O  this  Purpofe  Dr.  Plot  (?)  obferves^ 
the  Reafons  why  Oxford  is  now  much  more 

A  4  health- 


( d )  In  his  Scholium  upon  Obf.  9.  Lib.  6. 

(e)  De  Pefte,  Lib.  6. 

(f)  DePeftfe,  Lib.  1. 

(g)  Praef.  de  Imperio  Solis  ac  Lunss, 

(h)  Lib:  8.  Segon.  70. 

{/)  Nat;  Hift.  of  Qxfordjhire ,  Chap.  2, 
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liealthful  than  heretofore*  to  be  the  Enlarge¬ 
ment  of  the  City,  whereby  the  Inhabitants* 
who  are  not  proportionably  increafed*  and 
not  fo  clofe  crowded  together  *  and  the 
Care  of  the  Magiftrat'es  in  keeping  the  Streets 
clear  from  Filth :  For  formerly  (he  fays) 
they  ufed  to  kill  all  Manner  of  Cattle 
within  the  Walls*  and  fuffer  their  Dung  and 
Offals  to  lie  in  the  Streets.  Moreover,  a- 
bout  thofe  T  imes  the  Jfis  and  Cherwell ,  thro^ 
the  Carelefnefs  of  the  Townlmen*  being 
filled  with  Mud,  and  the  Comijion-Shores 
by  fuch  Means  hopped,  did  caufe  the  Aicent 
of  Malignant  Vapours  whenever  there  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  a  Flood.  But  fince  that*  by 
the  Care  and  at  the  Charge  of  Richard  Fox, 
Bifhop  of  Wiacheflerj  in  the  Year  1517,  thofe 
Rivers  were  cleanfed,  '  and  more  Trenches 
cut  for  the  Water's  free  Paffage*  the  Town 
lias  continued  in  a  very  healthful  Condi¬ 
tion  *  and  in  a  particular  Manner  fo  free 
from  Pehilential  Difeafes*  that  the  Sicknefs 
in  1665,  which  raged  in  mofr  Parts  of  the 
Kingdom,  never  vifited  any  Perfon  there, 
although  the  Terms  were  there  kept,  and 
the  Court  and  both  Houles  of  Parliament 
did  there  refide. 


T  O  this  CMfe,  his  very  probable,  is 
owing  the  Frequency  of  the  Plague  at  Grand 
Cairo  in  J Egypt  7  and  in  the  Ifland  of  Sardinia, 
as  Tauflanias  and  others  relate:  Although 
indeed  Frojper  Alfinus  (a)  charges  a  great  deal 
of  the  Caufe  of  that  at  Cairo,  upon  their 
continual  Commerce  with  fuch  Nations  as 
are  feldom  without  fuch  infedious  Difeafes. 
And  for  this  Reafon  it  is,  that  we  find  all 
thofe  Countries,  which  mod  abound  with 
Swamps  and  Standing  Waters,  to  be  molt 
unhealthful,  efpecially  in  the  hotted:  Seafons^ 
except,  as  in  feveral  Parts  of  Italy ,  fuch  Lakes 
have  any  Communication  with  the  Sea,  or 
fome  large  Rivers.  To  this  Purpofe  Tiflo  (b) 
frequently  obferves  thofe  Places  to  be  mod 
fubjed  to  fuch  Calamities,  where  there  are 
conftant  Heat  and  fettled  Calms,  as  fuch  a 
Temperament  of  Air  moft  difpofes  Bodies  to 
Putrefadion  and  Corruption,  as'  in  St.  Tk- 
mas  Ifland,  and  Guinea :  And,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  that  notwithftanding  the  Intenfenefs  of 
Heat,  if  the  Fluids  are  but  agitated  by 
Winds,  Tides,  and  Currents,  there  is  little 
Danger  of  fuch  Difeafes*,  and  the  Ms  iHlf, 
the  more  regular  and  confant  the  Seafons  are 


upon 


(fl)  De  Median.  Egypt.  Lib  r,  Cap,  h, 
{!?)  Hi  ft ,  India  and  BraJU. 
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upon  other  Accounts  :  By  which  Means  it 
is,  that  between  the  Tropich ,  and  even  under 
the  Equator,  it  is  very  healthful. 

UNDER  this  Head  it  may  not  be  im¬ 
proper  to  obferve,  that  too  {canty  and  mean 
a  Diet,  and  Feeding  upon  unripened  and  un- 
lound  Fruits,  are  frequently  charged  with 
a  Share  in  Mifchiefs  of  this  kind.  Jofephus 
(a)  and  Julius  Cafar  (b)  amongft  Hiftorians , 
For  eft  us  (jo),  and  feveral  other  phyfical  Wri¬ 
ters,  give  Accounts  of  Plagues  from  the  like 
Caufes.  Galen  (d)  is  very  pofitive  in  this 
Matter:,  and  in  one  Place  (e)  accufes  Ills 
great  Mailer  Hippocrates  with  negleffing  too 
much  the  Confequence  of  a  bad  Diet,  and 
afcribing  fome  Miichiefs  ariiing  from  thence 
to  a  bad  Air.  And  upon  this  is  grounded 
the  common  Opinion  of  a  Plague's  following 
a  Famine  in  which  Circumflances,  the  poor¬ 
er  lore,  who  feed  meaneff,  generally  iuifer 
molt,  as  it  frequently  happens  in  long  Sieges, 
and  Armies  ill  {'applied  with  Provifions.  Thus 

Tra- 


(a)  De  Bello  Judaico,  Lib.  7.  Cap.  26. 

( b )  De  Bello  Civili ,  Lib.  2. 

(c)  Lib.  6.  Obfer.  9,  and  26. 

(d)  Lib.  1.  de  differ.  Feb.  Cap.  3.  &  dec.ibis  mail  & 
boni  fucci. 

(d  Comment,  in  lib.  de  nataliurn,  text ,4. 


Travellers  report,  that  Surra*  in  the  Eajl~ln~ 
dus  is  feldorn  or  never  free  from  a  Plague, 
which  is  aicribed  to  the  mean  Diet  of  the 
Natives,  who  are  Banians,  and  feed  on  little 
eife  than  Herbs,  W  ater,  Dice,  and  inch  like 
pitiful  Fare^  for  it  is  obferved,  that  the 
Europeans  who  trade  there,  are  in  no  Danger 
of  being  infe&ed,  hecaufe  they  feed  well  on 
'Flefh,  and  drink  Wine,  which  lecures  them 
againff  thofe  malignant  Difeafes. 


A  Third  Caufe  is  aferibed  to  Mineral 


Eruptions  and  fubterraneous  Exhalations, 
Tefiilcnces  from  this  Caufe  are  more  infre¬ 
quent  than  from  feveral  others*,  became  inch 
Eruptions  hardly  ever  happen  but  upon 
Earthquakes,  or  Breaking  into  the  Bowels 
of  the  Earth  by  Mines,  Pits,  Wells,  and  the 
like*,  and  then  too,  in  Order  to  produce  a 
PcJHlence ,  it  is  neceiTary  that  whatfbever  ex¬ 
hales  and  mixes  with  the  ambient  4ir 

3> 


muff  be  of  fuch  a  Nature,  as  to  render  it 
unrefpirable  }  or  to  communicate  by  it  inch 
Particles  to  the  Animal  Juices  as  will  per¬ 
vert  their  natural  Grafts,  and  drifurb  their 

*  » 

due  Secretions }  which  does  not  often  hap¬ 
pen,  for  there  are  frequent  Shocks  of  the 
Earth  from  inteftine  Fermentations,  which 
are  not  followed  by  any  fuch  Mifcftiefs,  as 

M-fT  they 
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they  happen  only  from  the  Struggle  of  inch 
Principles,  as  when  they  have  got  Vent,  nei¬ 
ther  of  themfelves,  or  by  any  Thing  emit¬ 
ted  with  them,  are  of  that  difagreeable  Na~ 
ture,  as  to  give  any  Difturbance  to  the  Ani¬ 
mal  O  Economy* 

♦ 

CARO  LVS  de  la  Font ,  (a)  indeed,  as 
well  as  feveral  others,  lays  great  St  refs  upon 
Caufes  of  this  kind,  and  charges  Teftilcntial 
D i/ cafes  chiefly  to  Mineral  Exhalations  of 
divers  kinds  as  Arfenical ,  Mercurial ,  Sulphu¬ 
rous,  &c.  which  he  imagines  the  ambient 
Air  often  to  be  overcharged  with,  either 
from  the  Heat  of  the  Sun,  Earthquakes,  or* 
fubterraneous  Fires.  To  all  this,  Perions  of 
different  Opinion  objeT,  the  Infrequency  of 
Plagues  in  Calabria ,  Naples ,  and  feveral  Parts 
of  Sicily ,  where  there  are  manifellly  very 
great  fubterraneous  Fires,  fuch  as  occafion 
violent  Earthquakes,  and  many  furious  and 
plentiful  Eruptions  of  metallick  and  mineral 
Fumes.  A  very  diftinH  Relation  of  which. 
from  his  own  Knowledge,  may  be  met  with 
from  Dr.  Bernard  Co?mor ,  ( [b] )  who  has  been 
very  curious  in  his  Enquiries  hereinto. 

BUT 


(a)  Dijftert.  de  Pefte. 

(£)  De  montis  Vefuvii  Inccndio; 


BUT  however  Authors  differ  upon  this 
Head,  feveral  very  odd  Relations  are  to  be 
met  with  in  Hiffory  of  malignant  and  dead¬ 
ly  Sickneffes  from  thefe  Caufes.  That  Story 
is  very  ftrange  which  is  related  by  Ammianus 
Mar  cell  inns  ,  (a)  and  taken  Notice  of  by  Cardan 
and  Riolamis ,  that  a  moft  grievous  Feitilence 
broke  out  in  Selcucia ,  which,  from  thence  to 
Parthia,  Greece ,  and  Italy ,  fpread  it  fell  thro 
a  great  part  of  the  World,  from  the  Opening 
an  ancient  Vault  in  the  Temple  of  Apollo  \  and 
that  it  raged  with  fo  much  Fury,  as  to  Iweep 
away  a  third  part  of  the  Inhabitants  of  thole 
Countries  it  vifited. 

IT  is  needlefs  to  trouble  the  Reader  with 
many  Relations  of  the  fudden  and  ftrange 
Effects  of  fome  Steams  arifmg  from  Mines 
and  Pits,  which  are  generally,  termed  by  our 
Colliers  Damps ,  becaufe  almoft  every  Body  has 
already  been  acquainted  with  fuch  Accounts 

D  R.  Plot  (V)  tells  us.  That  about  Twenty 
Years  lince,  two  Perfons  were  employed  to 
dig  a  Well  in  the  Parifli  ot  North-Lcigh  in 

Oxford - 


(a)  Hitt.  73- 

(b)  Nat.  Hift.  of  Oxfordjhire, Chap.  3.  Par.  31 


The  Caufes  and  Cure 

Oxfirdjhire,  but  upon  being  taken  ill,  left  off 
the  Work:  Whereupon  it  was  undertaken 
hj  two  others  of  Woodftcck  -7  who,  before 
they  could  do  any  thing  considerable  in  it, 
down,  and  died  irrecoverably  in  the 
!:  Which  being  perceived  by  a  Miller 
hard  by,  and  he  coming  to  their  AfUftance, 
fed  down  dead  upon  them.  Another  adfb 
venturing-  to  do  the  dime,  with  a  Rope  tied 
about  him,  fell  from  the  Ladder  juft  in  the 
fame  Manner  *  and  though  p relent ly  drawn 
up  hr  the  People  above,  yet  he  was  fearcely 
recover  d  in  an  Hour  or  more.  And  lince 
then,  upon  a  Buckets  falling  into  a  Well  in 
SiiOLiiet  rart  of  the  "1  own,  a  Woman  per- 
1  waded  a  ftrong  lu-fty  Man  to  go  down  a 
Ladder  to  letch  it,  who,  by  that  Time  he 
tkdd  got  halt  way  down,  fell  from  the  Lad¬ 
der  into  the  Well*  upon  which,  the  Woman 
edited  another  of  her  Neighbours  to  his  Aiii- 
who,  much  about  the.  fame  Place, 
met  with  the  fame  Fate,  without  giving  the 
lea#  Sign  of  Change  •  fo  fatal  (&ys  the 
Boftor)  are  the  Damps  of  that  Place.  Dr. 
Mm  (*)  tells  a  Story  that  happened  at  Hub* 
fm  in  Ireland,  juft  of  the  fame  Nature.  And 


in 


(a)  Nat.  Hifh  Cap.  18.  Se&.  4. 


of  pefhienlidl  Difeafes.  i  j 

in  the  I  kilo  [of hied  Tran  faff  ions  (a)y  there 
are  the  like  Relations  of  Damps  in  the 
Coal-Mines  belonging  to  the  Lord  Sinclair 
jn  Scotland . 

T  H  E  moil  furprizing  Effefl  of  thefe 
lubterraneous  Effluvia  that  1  ever  met  with 
is  in  a  Relation  of  Dr.  Bernard  Connor ,  of 
certain  Perfons  in  Baris  digging  deep  in  a 
Vault  or  Cellar,  who  were  fb  fuddenly  . 
transfixed  by  Lome  fubtile  Vapour,  that 
when  a  Servant-Maid  came  down  to  fpeak 
with  them,  fire  found  them  in  P oft u res  as  if 
at  Work  ”,  one  with  his  Pick- Ax  advanced, 
another  with  his  Shovel  full  of  Earth,  half 
lifted  up,  and  a  Woman  fitting  by  with 
her  Arm  upon  her  Knee,  her  Head  leaning 
upon  that  Hand,  with  manifeft  Expectati¬ 
ons  in  her  Countenance  of  what  they  were 
in  Search  after. 

THE  fame  Author,  from  his  own  Know¬ 
ledge,  gives  a  very  exaft  Account  of  a 
Grotta  in  Italy ,  much  talked  of,  and  com¬ 
monly  called  la  Grotta  dc  canij  by  this  Au¬ 
thor,  Cryfta  Kw/jw'f ,  But  Dr.  Mead  hath 

ft  nee. 


(?)  No.  3. 
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fince,  from  his  own  Knowledge  alfo,  given 
a  very  particular  and  ^rational  Account  or 
this  Place,  and  the  Manner  of  its  killing  . 
to  whom  therefore  the  Reader  may  turn 
for  further  Satisfaction* 

ANOTHER,  and  more  general  Caufe 
than  any  hitherto  mentioned  of  thefe  Ma¬ 
ladies,  is  fome  bad  and  miwholfome  Con- 
•  hitution  of  Air.  Such  Conftitutions  may 
ariie  from  feveral  Caufes,  which  although 
they  affe£k  us  in  different  Manners,  yet  as 
they  are  equally  fatal,  we  call  them  all 
Mdvrnant  or  Tefiilcntial :  In  Order  there¬ 
fore  to  underhand  the  better  how  we  are 
differently  affected  by  thole  different  Con- 
ftitutiohs,  it  will  be  proper  to  corrfider  them 
fame  what  diftinftly,  under  thefe  general 
Heads,  via-  A  dry  hot  Air ,  hot  and  molfty  cold 
and.  moidy  and  cold  and  dry  •  to  which  moll 
Variations  of  Air  may  be  reduced. 

THAT  from  the  leverai  Conftitutions 
of  Air,  our  Bodies  are  differently  affefied  ^ 
and  that  moll  Difeafes  are  in  fome  Meafure 
more  or  lefs  influenced  thereby,  is  quite  out 
of  Difpute.  Hlffocratesy  in  a  great  many 
Places,  declares  himfelf  of  this  Mind  :  His 
whole  third  SeSIon.  of  AphorA ms  is  a  Proof 

a  4 

of 


of  peftileniial  Difeajes.  i  y 
of  it  and  in  feveral  Places  (a)  he  difcovers 
his  Opinion,  that  Influential  Biflcafes  have 
their  Rife  from  hence.  Galen ,  his  beif  In¬ 
terpreter,  under  hood  his  ™  hov,  which 
fome  will  have  to  be  meant  of  lomewhat 
Divine,  or  the  immediate  PI  and  of  God,  to 
be  nothing  elfe  but  a  particular  Conftitu- 
tion  of  Air  ariffng  from  natural  Caufes  j 
and  that  he  was  of  the  fame  Mind  himfelf, 
is  very  plain  from  his  own  Writings  (bfl 

4 

IT  is  almoft  endlefs,  as  well  as  altogether 
needlels,  to  cite  all  the  Authorities  for  this 
Opinion,  that  might  be  collected  from  the 
mod  remote  Antiquity  down  to  the  pre¬ 
lent  Age.  We  lhall  therefore  proceed  to 
conlider  the'  different  Conhitutions  of  Air, 
according  to  the  forementioned  Diftinftion  •, 
premiling  only,  that  the  Terms  Hot,  Cold ,  &c. 
are  ufecl  in  a  twofold  Senfe,  the  one  is  Ab- 
folute ,  and  the  other  Relative  j  by  the  former, 
viz,.  Abjolute  Heatj  Cold ,  &c.  is  under Hood 
one  fimple  Property  of  the  Air  only,  as  it 
is  different  not  in  Degree,  but  in  Quality 
from  others  :  By  the  latter,  that  is  Relative 
&c.  is  meant-  certain  Degrees  of  thofe 

B  Pro- 


(a)  Fid.  Epidem,  and  de  Aere,  Aquis  &  Eocis.  • 
U)  Fid.  Comment,  in  Epidem.  Hippocrates. 
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Properties ;  As  the  fame  Air  may  at  the 
fame  Time  be  faid  properly  to  be  both 
Hot  and  Cold,  or  Dry  and  Moift,  as  it  is 
compared  with  another  Air;  either  Hotter 
or  Colder,  Dryer  or  Moifter  *  for  with  Re¬ 
gard  to  a  hotter  Air,  it  will  be  termed  cold* 
when  at  the  fame  Time  if  it  be  compared 
to  a  colder  Air,  it  would  be  accounted  hot 
And  fo  of  the  reft.  To  which  Diftinftion, 
it  is  very  neceffary  to  have  conftant  Regard, 
to  avoid  Confuiion. 

THOSE  Countries  where  the  Air  is 
hot  and  dry  for  the  greateft  Part,  are  re¬ 
lated  to  be  healthful,  and  free  from  Pefiilen - 
tid  Difeafes ,  except  where  there  are  great 
Swamps  and  ftagnant  Waters,  or  by  any 
accidental  Caufes  Bodies  are  expoled  there 
to  Putrefaction,  the  Steams  of  which  render 
Perfons  Difeafed.  In  fuch  Countries,  for 
the  mo  ft  Part  of  the  Year,  there  is  but  very 
little  Rain,  and  the  Nights  are  compara¬ 
tively  colder  than  elfewhere,  from  die 
great  Dews  which  then  fall.  As  Plfo  (a) 
informs  us,  that  the  colder  the  Nights  are 
in  Brafil,  and  the  more  plentifully  the  Dews 

fall, 


(a)  Hi &.lnd.  Brdtl. 


fall  the  Inhabitants  account  it  moll  agree¬ 
able  to  their  Soil,  and  conducive  to  Vege-* 
tat  ion  ]  and  Phyficians  reckon  it  much  the 
Inoit  healthful  for  the  Inhabitants. 

THE  Heat  of  the  Air  alone,  where  it 
is  conffant  and  uniform,  does  not  appear 
to  render  Perfons  born  in  it,  or  long  ac^ 
cuftomed  to  it,  any  more  unhealthful,  than 
that  which  is  more  temperate.  Ariftotle  * 
indeed  fays,  a  hot  and  dry  Southerly  Wind 
will  bring  a  p  eft  Hence  ^  but  of  fuch  we  have 
Very  few  Inffances,  efpecially  on  this  Part 
of  the  Globe.  There  is  in  Livy  (ft)  an  Ac^ 
count  of  a  Plague  at  Rome^  from  a  great 
Drought ;  and  Nice  f  horns  (h)  relates  fuch 
another :  But  thefe  generally  come  Horn 
feme  other  manifeft  Caufes  befides  Heat, 
and  in  Places  not  accufiomed  to  a  dry  Air. 

BUT  a  hot  and  moiff  Air  is  very  diffe¬ 
rent.  By  Moft7  is  meant  what  arifes  from 
fudden  or  long  Rains.  This  is  the  Confti- 
tution  of  Air  that  moft  Authors  charge 
with  being  the  greateft  Inftrument  in  Pe~ 


B  2  ftikntiat 


*  Probl.  i. 


(a)  Lib.  i.  Decad.  4. 

(b)  Lib,  1 5.  Cap.  ios 
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ftilential  Dlftemfcrs,  Hipocrates  (c)  a fcribes 
a  great  deal  to  Inch  an  Air,  and  relates  a 
T eft  Hence  that  had  its  Rife  from  great  Heat, 
joined  with  Southerly  Winds  and  much  Rain. 
Galen  is  of  the  fame  Mind,  as  appears  from  s 
federal  of  his  Writings  (cl )y  with  many 
others,  too  tedious  to  mention.  The  Truth 
of  this  is  likewife  manifeft  from  the 
Hiftories  of  thole  Countries,  where  there 
are  long  fettled  Heats,  and  afterwards  much 
Rain,  as  in  feveral  Parts  of  the  Eaft~Indiesy 
which  are  known  at  fuch  Times  to  be  moft 
grievoufly  affiTed  with  Fevers  and  Difeafes 
of  a  very  malignant  Kind.  The  fame  we 
are  informed  of  from  fome  Places  in  Africa 
(V),  *viz*i  That  if  Showers  fall  foon  upon 
the  fultry  Heat^  of  July  and  Augufty  pefti- 
lential  Diitempers  certainly  enfue.  It  may 
be  generally  obferved  here  too  in  our  own 
Climate,  that  the  moil  unhealthful  Times 
are  after  warm  Rains,  and  the  more  if  the 
Air  is  then  agitated  but.  little  with  Winds.* 


FROM 


(c)  fipidem.  Lib.  2  &  3.  de  Aere  Aquis  &  Locis. 
Aph.  1 1.  Sett.  3. 

(d)  Comment  in  Epidem.  Lib.  3.  de  difTer.  Febr. 
Lap.  4.  de  femperam.  Lib.'i.  Cap  4 

„fe>  V'd-  pJ‘:‘haf  P'1^-  Lib.  6.  c:  I.  as  alfo  J,an.Ut 
suit,  jSfru.  Lib.  1.  Cap.  i. 
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FROM  a  cold  and  modi  Air,  we  have 
little  complained  of,  as  to  their  occafion- 
ing  theie  Difeafes,  unlefs  fuch  a  Conftitu- 
tion  fets  in  immediately  upon  a  contrary 
Ext  ream  3  for  all  ludden  Changes  of  Wea¬ 
ther  are  more  or  lefs  unhealthful,  as  well 
as  in  other  Refpefts  of  living  3  for  which 
Reafon  particularly,  Corn.  Celjns  advifes  to  be 
very  flow  in  all  Alterations  of  Moment: 
And  Sanclorius  frequently  inculcates  the  fame 
in  his  Afhorifms,  and  tells  us  (a)  hew  it  is 
hurtful,  both  to  go  fuddeniy  out  of  a  hot 
Air  into  a  cold  one,  and  out  of  a  cold  Air 
into  a  hot  one  3  and  is  a  lib  very  particular 
(b)  in  the  Inconveniencies  of  fuch  a  Con- 
ftitution  of  Air  we  are  now  fpeaking  of, 
letting  in  after  the  Heat  of  Summer.  Hip¬ 
pocrates  '(c)  does  tell  us  of  a  Teftllcnce  from  long 
continued  cold  Rains,  as  likewile  does  Fer- 
ndius  (d\  but  fuch  Inftances  are  not  common. 

THE  laft  Conftitution  of  Air  we  are 
to  take  Notice  of,  is  that  which  is  co  d 
and  dry,  againft  which  there  are  a  great 

B  3  many 
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(b)  Ibid.  Aph.  6 ,  and  29. 

(c)  Lib.  3.  Epidem. 

(d)  De  Abdir.  Lib.  2.  Cap.  12, 
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many  very  heavy  Complaints.  Galen  writes 
of  a  moft  Raging  Peftilence  about  Jquileia 
in  Italy ,  that  began  in  the  very  Middle  of 
Winter,  and  had  its  manifeft  Caufe  in  ex- 
tream  Cold.  Fernelius  (a)  after  ts  the  Rile  of 
fever  a  i  Peftilences  from  the  fame  Caules : 
As  alio  does  Morelia*  (h')  obferve  great  Ma¬ 
lignities  to  proceed  from  iome  Northerly 
cold  Winds.  Titus  Livy  (c)  life  wile  men¬ 
tions  a  Pefiilential  Conjiitution  ariling  from 
intenie  Cold  ^  but  I  hyfical  Hifiories  abound 
with  fuch  Relations. 

O  F  the  ft  range  and  hidden  Effefts  of 
intenfe  Cold  and  dry  Winds  we  have  very 
furprizing  Accounts  from  thole  who  have 
travelled  into  Countries  where  they  are  the 
moft  frequent.  Dr.  Bernard  Connor  (d)  before- 
mentioned,  relates,  That  when  lie  was  in 

•v  '  V 

Poland,  it  was  aiferted  to  him  by  very  cre¬ 
ditable  Teftimonies,  that  it  frequently  hap¬ 
pens  in  Lithuania ,  and  lome  of  the  Northern 
1  rafts  ot  Mufcovy  and  'Tartary  ^  that  it  fume- 
times,  through  the  Negleft  of  the  Shepherds, 
their  Imall  Cattle,  as  Sheep ,  Goats,  and  the 

life, 
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(b)  De  Febr.  purp.  Cap.  2. 

(f)  Lib.  5.  decad. 

(d)  De  Antris  Lethiferis,  Art. 


like,  be  left  expoled  in  the  Night-time  to 
the  Northerly  Winds ,  they  are  frequently  found 
next  Morning  perfectly  ft  iff  and  dead,  in 
the  fame  Pofture  as  they  are  wont  to  be 
in  at  their  Stalls  and  Cribs  :  And  there  are 
divers  Accounts  of  Perfons  do  thofe  Coun¬ 
tries,  who  have  been  fo  fuddenly  transfixed, 
ftiffned,  and  killed  by  thofe  BUfts,  as  to 
have  continued  on  Horfeback  in  the  fame 
Pofture  as  when  Living,  till  the  Horfe,  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  Road,  has  brought  them 
to  their  Journey’s  End :  And  the  above- 
mentioned  Phylician  (a)  tells  us,  that  when 
he  was  at  Brujfels ,  he  was  informed  by  a 
Spanijh  Captain,  that  of  a  Party  of  Horle  that 
was  lent  out  for  Booty  in  a  ve4°y  cold  Seafon, 
one  by  Accident  loft  the  reft  of  the  Body  ; 
and  Riding  about  Lome  time,  before  he  could 
find  his  Way,  or  any  Relrelhment,  he  was 
lb  transfixed  with  the  Cold  as  to  be  quite 
killed,  but  continued  on  Horfeback  in  the 
Pofture  of  a  Live  Perfon,  until  his  Horfe  at 
laft  happened  to^find  the  Way  back  to  his 
Quarters,  whither  his  Company  had  before 
got,  and  miffing  him,  feared  he  had  fallen 
into  the  Enemies  Hands  *,  but  when  they 

B.  4  came 
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came  to  congratulate  him  upon  his  fafe 
Return,  they  went  fo  near  as  to  Ipeak  to 
him,  and  take  hold  of  him,  before  they  per¬ 
ceived  him  to  be  dead. 

T  O  Blafis  of  this  kind  it  undoubtedly  ,  is, 
that  Fruit  Trees  and  Plants  do  fo  frequently 
luffer,  efpecially  after  a  warm  early  Spring, 
after  the  vegetable  juices  have  began  to  rife 
and  fhoot  into  Buds  and  Leaves.  Infiances 
of  this  Nature  we  frequently  find  in  our 
own  Country  ^  and  I  have  had  Opportunity 
to  offer ve,  more’  than  once,  that  upon  fuch 
Blafis,  the  Trees  have,  on  that  Side  towards 
the  Wind,  been  in  one  Night’s  Time  quite 
changed  in  the  Colour  of  the  Leaves  y  and 
Lome,  of  the  moil:  tender  fort,  aim  oft  ftripped 
bare,  their  Leaves  falling  off  dry,  as  in  Au* 
turn'd. 

B  U  T  there  is  fomething  yet  further,  be¬ 
tides  particular  Conftitutions  of  Air,  that  is 
taken  Notice  of  by  Phyftcians,  as  a  general 
Caufe  of  Maladies  of  this  kind  ^  and  that  is 
what  is  commonly  called  Contagion ,  or  Infefti- 
oii  *,  by  this  Term  Contagion,  is  underftood  a 
Difeafe  ariftng"  from  the  ContaT  of  fuch  Bo¬ 
dies  or  Particles  as  have  in  them  a  Power 
of  Altering  the  due  Crafts  of  a  healthful 

'  Perfon, 
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Ferfon,  and  inducing  ftill  one  common  Dif* 
eafe }  thefe  Particles  are  generally  called  by 
Phyfical  Writers  Contagiofa ,  or  Con- 

tag  ij  Seminia  *,  and  the  Difference  of  Peiti- 
fences  arifing  from  thefe  Caufes  feems  much 
to  differ  from  what  have  been  hitherto  ta¬ 
ken  Notice  of}  as  the  former  cannot  be  fliu li¬ 
ned  but  by  quite  leaving  the  difeafed  Cli¬ 
mate,  or  by  fuch  a  Strength,  or  Turn  of 
Conftitution,  as  refills,  or  yields  not  to  the 
general  Diforder }  whereas  in  this  fall  Gale? 
a  Perfon  feems  to  be  equally  fafe  in  any  Air 
that  is  not  impregnated  with  thefe  conta¬ 
gious  Effluvia,  and  the  greateff  Danger  arifes 
from  the  Nearnefs  to  difeafed  Per  Ions,  or 
whatfoever  elfe  is  capable  of  harbouring  thofe 
mifchievous  and  fecret  Melfengers,  as  the 
Poet  (a)  takes  Notice. 

Quo  proprior  quifq \  eft,  fervitcg,  {idehus  agro 
In  partem  Let  hi  citius  venit. — — — 

THE  Hiftories  of  Phyfick  abound  with 
Relations  of  PefHlences  from  no  other  Caule 
than  what  arifes  from  the  Importation  of 
the  Difeafe,  if  it  may  be  fo  termed,  from 

dillant 


(a)  Ovid.  Mc^am.  lib.  7,. 
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diftant  Countries ;  and  fometimes  not  by  Per- 
ions  themfelves  diflempered,  but  by  the 
Conveyance  of  thefe  PeJHlential  Miafms  in 
their  Cloaths  or  Wares  imported  in  the  Way 
of  Trade.  Fracaporivs,  (a)  an  eminent  Italian 
Thyfician,  tells  us.  That  in  the  Year  Fifteen 
Hundred  and  Eleven,  when  the  Germans  were 
hi  PofTeiiion  of  Verona ,  there  arofe  a  deadly 
Difeale  amongft  the  Soldiers  from  the  Wear¬ 
ing  only  a  Coat  purchafed  for  a  finall  Value 
for  it  was  obferved,  that  every  Owner  of  it 
dbon  fickened  and  died-,  until,  at  laft,  the 
Caufe  was  fo  manifeftly  from  fome  InfeTioii 
in  the  Coat,  that  it  was  ordered  to  be 
burned.  Ten  Thoufand  Perfons,  he  fays, 
were  computed  to  fall  by  this  Plague  be¬ 
fore  it  ceafed. 

FROM  the  fame  Caufe,  that  is,  infeTed 
Garments  and  Merchandize,  Mercurial  is 
takes  Notice  of  a  Plague  in  his  Time  at 
Venice  °7  and  Appianus  Alexandrinus.  (ti)  allures 
us,  that  the  Celt after  a  Conqueft  over  the 
fflyricij  and  in  Poffefiion  of  their  Plunder, 
were  inferred  with  a  grievous  Plague,  which 
the  Illyrici  then  laboured  under.  Thycidides 

aifo, 

,  \ 


(a)  De  morbis  contag.  lib.  2.  cap.  7. 
\b)  De  Bello  Illyrico. 
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alfo,  in  his  Relation  of  the  Plague  at  Athens^ 
intimates,  That  it  was  brought  from  tome 
Part  of  Ethiopia  by  the  like  Means.  And 
Proffer  Alfimis  (a\  before  mentioned,  fee  ms  to 
lay  the  great  eft  St  refs  for  the  Frequency  of 
the  Plague  at  Grand  Cairo ,  to  the  Trafftck 
■with  thofe  Countries  as  are  hardly  ever  free 
from  P  eft  Hernial  Difeafes,  A  great  many  Pliy~ 
ficians  have  charged  the  Plague  in  Sixteen 
hundred  and  fixty  three  at  Amfierdam ,  to  the 
Infection  of  fome  Pefiilential  Miafms  wh  ich 
were  tranfported  from  Smyrna  and  Algiers , 
then  much  infected  with  fuch  Difeafes,  with 
forne  Merchandize  *,  by  which  Means  likewife 
it  was  conje£tiired  foon  afterwards  to  reach 
London ,  and  feveral  other  Parts  of  Emlamh 
as  it  appears  from  the  Account  of  Dr. 
Hodges  (b ).  To  this  Purpole  I  remember 
to  have  read  a  ftrange  Story,  fomewhere  in 
Baker  s  Chronicle,  of  a  great  Rot  amongft 
Sheep,  which  was  not  quite  rooted  out  un¬ 
til  about  Fourteen  Years  Time,  that  was 
brought  into  England  by  a  Sheep  bought  for 
its  uncommon  Largenefs,  in  a  Country  then 
iqfefted  with  the  fame  Diftemper :  And 
upon  this  Account  it  is  that  the  Prudence 
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of  thole  Nations  and  States  are  to  be  jufU' 
lied,  who  enjoin  all  Perfons  and  Merchandize 
from  infected  Countries,  to  flay  a  certain 
Time  upon  their  Coahs  and  Borders,  before 
they  are  fullered  to  intermix  with  a  health¬ 
ful  People  ;  having  by  fuch  Infiances  as  here 
mentioned  been  juft ly  alarmed  at  the  In- 
croachment  of  fuch  dreadful  Defir  oyers. 

7  ‘  ‘  *  • 

...  c  .  ^  .*  *  • 

T  H  E  S  E  Hiftorical  Fragments  are  put 
together,  in  Order  to  apprize  thofe  Readers 
who  have  not  been  very  converfant  with 
Things  of  this  Kind,  with  the  various  Ways 
by  which  the  mofl  dangerous  Difeafes,  and 
even  fudden  Death,  may  be  introduced  into 
our  Confutations,  by  the  Agency  of  very 
minute  and  unheeded  Caufes  j  and  likewife 
the  better  to  fupport  the  Diftinflrion  ne- 
ceffary  to  be  made  between  Epidemic  Dif¬ 
eafes,  and  a  Contagion ;  as  well  as  to  illuftrate 
the  Manner  whereby  the  latter  fubfifls, 
fpreads,  and  proves  fatal,  when  the  Caufes 
producing  the  former  are  abient. 

Epidemick  Difeafes  of  all  Kinds  and  De¬ 
grees  or  Exacerbation,  have  their  Rile  from 
lome  common  Caufe,  that  affe&s  ail  within 
its  Extent  more  or  lefs,  in  Proportion  to  the 
particular  Fitnefs  of  different  Conftitutions 
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to  be  influenced  by  it :  And  by  the  Mlinlan 
Dodrine  we  are  taught,  how  all  thbfe 
Changes  are  made  in  the  Blood,  when 
thrown  into  a  Fever,  even  from  the  mold 
fimple  Ephemera,  to  the  rnoff  complicated 
and  malignant  Cafes  whatfoever  ;  td  which 
there  foie  the  Reader  mu  id  be  referred,  for 
a  clear  Underftanding  of  fuch  Matters; 
it  being  fulhcient  to  our  Purpofe  here  to 
obierve,  that  he  demonhrates  all  Fevers 
to  be  ^  attended  with  forne  Fault  in  the 
Blood’s  Motion,  Quantity,  or  Quality, 
or  in  fome  or  all  of  them  together;  and 
that  its  chief  Fault  in  Quality,  (which  is 
moff  to  the  prefent  Cafe)  confiids  in  an 
unequable  Fluidity,  fome  Parts  of  it  being 
rendered  thinner,  and  others  thicker  at  the 
fame  lime,  than  in  a  natural  State;  not 
unlike  what  happens  to  all  coagulated  Li¬ 
quors. 

t 

0 

P  R  O  M  this  Condition  of  Blood,  this 
great  and  wonderful  Man  goes  on  to  fliew, 
through  the  whole  Courfe  of  his  Propoii- 
tions,  that  the  coagulated  Part,  which  he 
commonly  dihmguifhes  by  the  Flame  of 
Lent  or,  does  accumulate  in  the  capillary 
Velfels  until  their  Endeavours  of  Reftitn- 
tion,  as  in  all  Elaftick  Bodies,  are  greater 

than 
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than  the  protruding  Force,  when  by  the 
Arteries  Re-a&ion  upon  it,  the  Lentor  is 
ftook,  diflodged,  and  wafted  away  into  the 
Veins,  an  ordinary  Courfe  of  Circulation, 
there  continuing  its  Progrefs  till  it  is  either 
fitted  for  feme  Secretion  and  Evacuation,  or 
agai  l  lodged  in  the  Capillaries,  to  bring  on 
a  new  Paroxyfm. 

TH  IS  unequable  Fluxil'ty  of  the  Blood 
arifes  from  two  general  Caufes,  either  from 
fuch  Means  as  diminift  its  Motion,  or 
from  the  Mixture  of  fuch  Particles,  as 
cannot  only  of  themfelves  be  reduced  by 
the  digefdve  Powers  into  homogeneous 
Difpofitions  therewith  j  or  as  have  a  Faculty 
to  put  in  Fufion  fome  Parts  of  the  Mafs, 
and  leave  the  other  thicker  than  before  j 
thefe  are  particularly  enumerated,  and  their 
Ways  of  Operation  diftin&ly  demonflrated 
by  Bellini .  *  # 

CONFORMABLE  to  this  Change 
In  the  Blood,  which  is  the  common  Prom- 
ptuary  of  all  the  other  animal  Fluids,  every 
Thing  feparated  from  it  hath  fome  cor- 
refpondent  Affedions^  and  the  nervous  Fluid 
in  particular,  which  is  feparated  from  a 
Mafs  fo  unequally  fluid,  cannot  but  in  it 
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icif  helve  fome  Parts  too  fine,  and  others 
too  grofs,  befides  the  Inequalities  in  the 
Times  and  Quantities  of  its  Separation; 
from  all  which  the  fame  Author  accounts 
for  thole  Affe&ions,  termed  nervous,  which 
are  the  Concomitants  of  Fevers :  And  in 
the  Prolecution  hereoi  he  -frequently  takes 
Occafioh  to  fpeak  of  this  Fluid  to  be  thin, 
lharp?  hot,  fiery,  dry,  &c.  as  the  faline  and 
rigid  Parts  in  its  Compofition  are  by  the 
Diltemper  more  or  lefs  fubtilized,  or  more 
or  lefs  defrauded  of  its  humid  Parts  by 
Exhalation. 


FURTHERMORE,  in  this  great 
Dilorder  of  the  Confiitution,  and  inordinate 
Hurry  and  Coll  notation  of  the  Fluids,  fome- 
times  the  Solids  are  maintained  in  their 
Contra flrions  and  Motions,  until  the  Particles, 
either  introduced  from  Abroad,  or  gene¬ 
rated  in  the  Body,  which  cannot  be  aifimu- 
lated  into  homogeneous  Qualities,  are 
thrown  out  of  the  Courfe  of  Circulation 
by  the  natural  Difcharges,  by  T ranfpi ra¬ 
tion,  or  by  Abcefces ;  and  the  animal 
Fluids  rehored  to  their  natural  State.  But 
when  Matters  are  brought  to  this  pais,  it 
happens  that  the  very  Means  of  laving  one 
Perfon,  may  prove  the  Deftruftion  of  many 


others ; 
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others  7  becaufe  what  is  thus  critically 
thrown  off  by  one,  hath  a  Faculty  of  ex¬ 
citing  the  like  Diforders  in  the  Fluids  of 
another,  when  it  is  infinuated  into  them  , 
as  a  very  fmall  Quantity  of  lome  ferment-* 
ing  Subftances  will  communicate  its  Effi¬ 
cacies  a  very  great  Way,  and  put  very 
great  Parcels  of  Fiu’d  into  the  like  Agita¬ 
tion.  And  this  is  the  Way  by  which  a 
malignant  Fever  comes  to  be  infections,  and 
a  PefHlence  changes  into  a  Contagion  7  as 
Bellini  more  largely  explains  it  in  his 
XX  VIII  Propofetion  of  Fevers*,  from  the 
whole  of  which  it  is  manifeft,  as  Dr.  Mead 
hath  expreffed  it  in  his  firth  Jtjjay  of  Poifons ^ 
that  the  Effctts  of  the  one  are  the  Caufe  and  Be¬ 
ginning  of  the  other. 

T  O  bring  then  this  nearer  to  the  Mat¬ 
ter  under  Examination,  the  Plague  in  i66$y 
and  defcribed  by  Dr.  Hodges ,  was  ftrifl- 
ly  and  properly  a  Contagion  *,  and  by  all 
Accounts  of  the  beii  Authority,  That  which 
hath  made  fuch  vaft  Devaluations  in  fome 
Parts  of  France ,  and  now  continues  to  rage 
among#  them,  to  the  great  Terror  of  their 
Neighbours,  is  alfo  of  the  fame  Kind  7  and 
was  brought  to  them  in  Merchandize,  and 
by  a  Ship’s  Crew,  who  were  fick  of  a  pefti- 

le.itial 


lential  Difeafe  all  their  Voyage  Home  from 
fome  Parts  of  Turkey ;  in  neither  of  thefe 
there  being  any  Manner  of  Fault  chargeable 
upon  the  Air,  or  to  any  other  Caufes  before 
enumerated  in  producing  a  fefiilence, 

THE  befb  Account  of  that  Contagion 
now  Abroad,  we  have  from  Three  Phyficians 
of  Eminence,  who  were  fent  by  the  Duke 
Regent  of  France  to  Mar  fellies,  both  to  give 

proper  Directions  in  that  Exigency,  and  re- 

> 

port  their  Opinions  for  the  Information  of 
others :  The  Inferred  they  divide  into 

Five  Gaffes,  iuitable  to  the  different  Aggra¬ 
vation  of  their  Symptoms,  and  the  different 
Methods  they  thereby  require  in  their  Cure. 

9 

THE  Firft  Clafs,  obferved  especially  in 
the  firft  Period,  and  in  the  greateft  Fury  of 
the  Diftemper,  contains  fuch  as  were  afflict¬ 
ed  with  the  Symptoms  that  were  conffantly 
followed  by  a  fpeedy  Death.  Thefe  were 
for  the  moft  Part  irregular  Shiverings,  the 
Pulfe  low,  foft,  flow,  quick,  unequal,  con¬ 
centrated  ^  a  Heavinefs  in  the  Plead  fo  con- 

i 

fiderable,  that  the  lick  Perfon  could  fcarce 
fupport  it,  appearing  to  be  feized  with  a 
Stupidity  and  Confufion,  like  that  of  a 
drunken  Perfon  *,  the  Sight  fixed,  dull,  wan- 

C  dering, 
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dering?  exprefling  Fearfulnefs  and  Dcfpair  % 
the  Voice  flow,  interrupted,  complaining  } 
the  Tongue  almoif  always  white,  towards 
the  End  dry,  reddifh,  black,  rough*,  the 
Face  pale.  Lead-coloured,  languiihing,  ca¬ 
daverous  *,  a  frequent  Sicknefs  at  the  Sto¬ 
mach  ^  mortal  Inquietudes  *,  a  general  Sink¬ 
ing  and  Faintnefs*  Diftraftion  of  the  Mind ; 
Doling,  an  Inclination  to  vomit.  Vomiting, 
The  Perfons  thus  feized,  perilhed  com~ 
monly  in  the  Space  of  fome  Hours,  of  a 
’Night,  of  a  Day,  or  of  two  or  three  at 
fartheil,  ashy  Faintnefs  or  Extinction  j  fome* 
times,  but  more  rarely,  in  convulfive  Mo¬ 
tions,  and  a  Sort  of  Tremblings  no  Erup¬ 
tion,  Tumour  or  Spot  appearing  without. 

I T  is  eafy  to  judge  by  thefe  Accidents, 
that  the  Sick  of  this  kind  were  not  in  a  Con¬ 
dition  to  bear  Bleeding  *,  and  even  fuch,  on 
whom  it  was  tried,  died  a  little  while  after. 
Emcticks  and  Catharticks  were  equally  here 
ufelefs,  and  often  hurtful,  in  exhauiiing 
the  Patient7 s  Strength,  by  their  fatal  over- 
working.  The  Cordials  and  Sudorificks  were 
the  only  Remedies  to  which  they  had  recourle, 
which  neverthelefs  were  or  no  Service,  or 
at  the  moft  prolonged  the  lafi  Moments  but 
for  a  few  Hours. 
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I  H  E  Second  Clals  oi  the  Difeafed  that 
they  attended,  during  the  Courfe  of  this 
fata!  Sicknefs,  contains  fuch  as  at  firfi  had 
the  Shiverings,  as  the  preceding,  and  the 
lame  fort  of  Stupidity,  and  heavy  Pain  in 
the  Head  ;  but  the  Shiverings  were  followed 
by  a  Pulfe  quick,  open,  and  bold,  which 
nevertlielefs  was  loll  upon  preiling  the  At- 
tery  ever  fo  little.  Thefe  Sick  felt  in¬ 
wardly  a  burning  Heat,  whilh  the  Heat 
without  was  moderate  and  temperate  ;  the 
Thirft  was  great  and  ine&tinguifhable  \  the 
Tongue  white,  or  of  an  obfcure  red;  the 
Voice  hafty,  hammering,  impetuous;  the 
Eyes  reddihi,  fixed,  fparkling  *7  the  Colour 
01  ^he  Face  was  of  a  red  lufficiently  frelh^ 
and  fometimes  inclining  to  livid ;  the  Sick- 
neis  at  the  Stomach  was  frequent,  though 
much  lefs  than  in  thole  of  the  preceding 
Clafs ;  the  Refpiration  was  frequent,  labo¬ 
rious,  or  great  and  rare,  without  Coughing 
or  Pain ;  Loathings ;  Vomitings,  bilious^ 
greenilh,  blackiih,  bloody ;  the  Courfes  of 
the  Belly  or  the  fame  Sort,  but  without 
any  Tenlion  or  Pain  ;  Ravings,  orphrenetick 
Deliria ;  the  Urine  frequently  natural,  fome¬ 
times  troubled,  blackiih,  whitiih,  or  bloody  ; 
the  Sweat  feldom  finelt  badly,  and  was  fo 
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far  from  giving  Eafe  to  the  Sick,  that  it 
always  weakned  them  *,  in  certain  Cafes 
Hemorrhages,  which,  however  moderate, 
proved  always  fatal  *,  a  great  Decay  in  the 
Strength,  and,  above  all,  an  Apprehenhon 
lb  throng  of  dying,  that  thefe  poor  Crea¬ 
tures  were  incapable  or  any  Comfort,  and 
looked  on  themfelves,  from  the  firft  Moment 
of  their  being  attacked,  as  deftined  to  cer¬ 
tain  Death.  But  that  which  deferves  to 

•  be  well  observed,  and  which  has  always 
teemed  to  characterize  and  dihinguiih  this 
Difeafe  from  all  others,  is,  that  almoft  all 
had  at  the  Beginning,  or  in  the  Progrefs  of 
this  Diftemper,  very  painful  Buboes,  fituated 

•  commonly  below  the  Groin,  fometimes  in 
the  Groin  or  Arm-p;ts,  or  in  the  Parotide, 
Maxillar,  or  jugular  Glands  ^  as  like  wife 
Carbuncles,  efpecially  on  the  Arms,  Legs 
or  Thighs,  fmall,  white,  livid,  black  Puhies> 
difperled  over  all  the  Surface  of  the  Body. 

IT  was  very  rare  to  fee  any  of  the  difeaied 
of  this  Second  Oafs  efcape,  though  they 
fupported  themfelves  a  little  longer  than 
thole  of  the  preceding  •  they  periled  almoft 
^all  with  the  Marks  ol  a  gangren’d  Inflamma¬ 
tion,  elpecially  m  the  Brain  and  Thorax  g 
a nn  %\ it|.t  which;  was  molt  lingular  was,  that 

the 
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the  ftronger,  fatter,  fuller,  and  more  vigo¬ 
rous  they  were,  the  lefs  they  had  to  hope. 

A  S  to  the  Remedies,  they  bore  Bleeding 
no  better  than  thofe  of  the  Firft  Oafs ; 
at  leaf:  if  they  were  not  blooded  at  the 
very  firft  Inftant  of  their  being  taken  Sick,, 
it  was  evidently  hurtful  to  ’em  *,  they  grew 
pale,  and  fell  even  in  the  Time  of  their 
firft  Bleeding,  or  a  little  while  after,  into 
finch  Faintings,  as  could  not  in  moft  of  them 
be  imputed  to  any  Fear,  Repugnance,  oy 
Diftruft,  lince  they  demanded  with  Earneft? 
nefs  to  have  a  iVem  opened. 

ALL  Emetich ,  excepting  Ipecacuanha^ 
were  very  often  more  hurtful  than  ufeful  j 
caufmg  fuch  fatal  Irritations  and  Excelfes  in 
operating,  as  could  neither  be  moderated  or 
flopped.  The  Cathart-icks  that  were  a  little 
ftroug  and  a  Rive,  were  attended  with  the 
fame  Inconveniencies.  Such  as  they  pre- 
leribed  in  the  Form  of  a  laxative  Ptifan,  as 
well  as  plentiful  Draughts,  that  were  di¬ 
luting,  nitrous,  cooling,  and  gently  alexite- 
rial,  gave  fome  Relief,  but  did  not  hinder 
the  Return  of  the  Symptoms.  All  Cordials 
and  Sudorific  ksy  if  they  were  not  fort,  gentle, 
and  benign,  did  nothing  but  promote  the 

C  3  Pro- 
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Frogrefs  of  the  inward  Inflammations.  In 
fliortj  if  any  one  efeaped,  which  was  very 
rare,  he  fee  rtf  d  to  owe  h’s  Cure  to  the 
external  Eruptions,  when  they  were  very 
much  railed  y  either  folely  by  the  Force  of 
Nature,  or  by  the  AfliiTance  of  Remedies, 
as  well  internal  as  external,  that  determ  hied 
the  Blood  to  difckarge  on  the  Surface  of  the 
Body,  the  noxious  Ferment  wherewith  it 
was  infeSied. 

•THE  Third  Glafs  contains  the  two 
preceding  •  for  during  the  Courfe  of  the 
Sicknefs,  a  great  Number  of  Perfons  were 
attacked  fucce /lively  with  the  different 
Symptoms  enumerated  in  the  two  former 
Claffes,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  mofr 
Part  of  the  Signs  described  in  the  Second, 
were  commonly  the  Forerunners  of  thofe 
which  were  mentioned  IntheFirfl:-  and  the 
appearing  of  thefe  latter  Symptoms  da- 
nounced  an  approaching  Death.  In  thefe 
Sorts  of  Cafes  they  varied  their  Method 
according  to  the  Diverfity  of  Indications, 
or  or  the  mod  urgent  Symptoms  *,  fo  that 
without  being  obliged  to  enter  into  far¬ 
ther  Particulars,  a  Judgment  may  be  formed 
of  the  Even?  of  the  Malady,  and  of  the 
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Succefs  of  the  Remedies,  from  what  was 
before  obferved  on  the  Subject  of  the  dif- 
.  eafed  of  the  two  preceding  Ciaffes. 

THE  Fourth  Clafs  contains  the  Difeafed 
attacked  with  the  fame  Symptoms  with 
thofe  of  the  Second,  but  thefe  Sorts  of 
Accidents  ieifened  or  difappeared  the  fe- 
cond  or  third  Day  of  themfelves,  or  in 
Confequence  of  the  Effe&s  of  the  internal 
Remedies,  and  at  the  fame  time  in  Propor¬ 
tion  to  the  remarkable  Eruption  of  the 
Buboes  and  Carbuncles  in  which  the  noxious 
Ferment  that  was  difperfed  through  the 
whole  Mafs,  teemed  to  be  collected  toge¬ 
ther  ^  fo  that  the  Tumours  riling  from 
Day  to  Day,  at  length  being  open,  and 
coming  to  a  Suppuration,  the  Inferred 
efcaped  the  Danger  that  threatned  them, 
provided  they  had  feme  Afliftance. 

THE  Fifth  and  Laid  Clafs  contains  all 
fuch  infe&ed  Perfons,  as  without  perceiving 
any  Emotion,  or  there  appearing  any  Trou-  , 
ble  or  Hurt  of  their  natural  Function,  have 
Buboes  and  Carbuncles,  which  rife  by  little 
and  little,  and  eafily  turn  to  Suppuration, 

becoming  fometimes  fchirrous,  or  which  is 
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more  rare,  diffipate  infenfibly,  without 
leaving  any  bad  Effect  behind  them  fo 
that  without  any  Lofs  of  Strength,  and 
without  changing  their  manner  of  Living, 
thefe  infefted  Ferfons  went  about  the  Streets 
and  publick  Places,  only  tiling  themfeives  a 
limple  Plafler,  or  asking  of  the  Phyficians 
and  Surgeons  fuch  Remedies  as  are  neceffary 
to  thefe  Sort  uof  fuppurating  or  fchirrous 
Tumours. 

A  N  D  thus  iwe  have  a  fuccinT  View 
Oi  the  Sicknefs  now  in  France ,  which  is  a 
Fe ft  Hence  from  Contagion :  Becaufe  then 
there  -is.,  fuch  a  vail  Difference  between  a 
Tcflllcnce  ariiing  from  ailignable  Gaufes  in 
the  Air,  &c.  and  a  Tef  Hence  from  a  Contagion , 
as  to  the  preiervative  Means  efpecially  againff 
them  •  and  that  what  we  are  now  in  molt  Ap- 
prehenfion  of,  is  of  the  latter  Kind  ^  it  mod 
concerns  us  to  Fee  well  acquainted  with  the 
Manner  of  Infection,  as  far  as  we  can  reafon 
about  Agents  fo  extreamly  minute  and  fubtle. 
How  all  other  'Antecedents  to  a  F eft  Hence  exert 
themfeives  in  their  Influences  over  the  animal 
OEconomy,  Bellini  has  brought  even  to  a  De- 
niouffratibn  tho"  indeed  as  to  a  Contagion, 
he  is  lb  very  Tort,  that  we  may  venture  to 
infert  it  here,  as  introduGory  to  the  following 
Remarks.  c  AS 
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As  tins  Coagulation  and  Fulton  may  go 
on  fo  fai  as  to  lot  at  Fiberty,  and.  perlpire 
through  the  Surface  of  the  Body,  or  with 
the  Breath  in  Relpiration,  many  noxious 
Particles,  which  may  be  fo  fubtil  and  a- 
clive,  as  to  enter  the  cutaneous  Pores  of 
other  Per  foils,  or  mix  with  that  Air  which 
they  draw  in  Refpiration,  and  when  got 
into  the  Body,  be  able  to  make  the  fame 
Change  in  the  Blood,  both  as  lb  its  Coa¬ 
gulation  and  Fulton  hence  it  comes  that 
fnch  a  Fever  proves  contagious^  which  is 
an  infeparable  Requifite  to  a  pefcilential 
Fever. 

c  But  this  is  not  only  thus  brought  about  - 
but  alfo  the  diiTolved,  and  difperfed  Par¬ 
ticles,  may  longer  adhere  to  home  inani¬ 
mate.  Bodies  than  others,  as  to  Woollen 
and  Linen  Cl  oaths,  Papers,  crc.  and  thefe 
Particles  may,  by  the  Steam  of  a  living 
Body,  or  by  the  Means  of  any  other  Heat, 
be  put  into  Motion,  fo  as  to  breath  out  of 
thole  Lodgments,  where  they  quietly  re- 
iided,  and  obtain  lo  much  Liberty,  and 
A£Kon  on  all  Tides,  as  will  carry  them  into 
the  cutaneous  Pores  of  any  Perfons  within 
their  Reach,  and  infect  them  ^  and  on  this 
Account  a-  Pcfti fence  may  be  brought  from 
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*  very  diftant  Countries,  lying  a  long  Time 
4  in  fiich  Manner  concealed,  and  then  iudden- 
£  iy  breaking  out  *,  with  many  other  Cir- 
s  cumftances  of  like  Nature* 


«  BUT  if  thefe  fubtlle  and  a£live  Parti* 
«  cles  be  of  that  Nature,  that  they  can  pe~ 
c  netrate  the  Pores  of  other  Animals,  and 
€  occafion  a  like  Coagulation  of  their  Blood, 
*  not  only  Men,  but  Brutes  alfo,  will  be 
€  feized  with  a  P  eft  Hence  \  but  this  does  not 
€  always  very  necefifarily  happen  ^  becaufe 
£  the  Blood  of  Animals  is  different  from  hu- 
c  mane  Blood,  fo  that  although  thefe  Par- 
£  tides  are  fuppofed  to  get  into  it,  it  does 
£  not  therefore  necelTarily  follow  that  they 
€  muff  vitiate  it,  any  more  than  will  Jqua 
£  Ream  diiTolve  all  kinds  of  Metals  i  but1 
£  yet  Brutes  of  all  kinds,  or  fome  of  them 
c  only,  will  be  feized  equally  with  Men, 
c  when  this  fubtlle  and  a£Hve  Ferment, 
£  which  penetrates  the  Surface,  is  of  that 
£  Nature,  as  will  taint  the  Blood  of  other 
£  Animals  with  thole  feftilential  Requifitas* 

c  AS  this  kind  of  Contagion  then  can 
£  ealily  proceed  from  an  infefled  Perfbn 
c  at  a  great  Difiance,  as  often  as  the  noxi- 
£  ous  Particles  can  reach  another  Perfon, 
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€  and  give  that  Degree  of  Coagulation  and 
€  Fufion,  as  is  neceflary  to  a  Vcflilence  *  the 
c  more  aggravated  then  will  be  this  Calami- 

*  ty,  and  more  eafily  fpread,  when  a  health- 
€  ful  Per  foil  is  near  to  one  already  infeded  ; 
1  and  yet  much  more  worfe,  if  it  is  in  Con- 
c  tad  with  thole  Parts,  which  more  plen- 

*  tifully,  and  with  a  greater  Impetus,  breath. 
€  out  infeded  Steams,  as  if  the  Air  arifing 
€  from  the  Mouth  and  Lungs,  which  muff 

*  be  extreamly  hot,  or  the  Perfpiration  of  a 
c  Carbuncle  when  it  is  greatly  inflamed^ 

for  in  this  Cafe  the  exhaling  Particles 
1  will  be  in  their  greatefl:  Adivity  when 
€  neared  the  recipient  Body,  and  likewile 

*  more  denle,  that  is,  more  numerous,  and 
conlequently  of  greatefl:  Efficacy, 

€  BUT  it  is  not  every  one  that  is  feized 
c  with  a  Fefrilcnce  from  Contagion,  by  Means 
£  of  Steams  exhaling  froin  any  particular 
€  Parts  of  the  Body  •,  but  only  when  thefe 
€  Steams,  and  the  Air  it  felf,  hath  joined 
£  with,  and  inter fper fed  through  it  Par- 
c  tides  of  vitiated  Faculties  j  and  then 
£  this  Kind  of  Fever  will  eafily  be  communi* 

€  cated,  and  neceSarily  enfue,  not  only  on 
c  Account  of  what  gets  into'  the  Body  with 
1  the  infpired  Air,  but  bccaufe  alfo  the  whole 
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4  Body  is  furrounded  with  fuch  an  Infefibion/ 

£  wherein  the  noxious  Particles  floating  a- 
£  bout  on  all  Sides,  will  endeavour  to  pene- 
€  trate  through  the  Pores  upon  the  Surface, 

€  and  get  that  Way  into,  the  Blood*,  for  al- 
£  though  the  Skin  is  thicker  upon  the  Sur- 
c  face  of  the  Body,  than  that  Pellicle  cover- 
*  ing.  the  VefTels  in  the  Lungs,  and  for  that 
c  Rea fon  it  requires  longer  Time  for  fuch 
€  Particles  to  get  that  .  Way  into  the  Blood, 

€  and  the  Habit  of  the  Body,  yet  it  is  no- 
c  Argument  that  they  cannot -get  that  Way 
£  -at  all,  and  be  admitted  into  the  juices.  . 

B  Y  this  we  are  able  to  gather,  that  when 
a  Fever  from  fome  Faults  in  the  Non-naturals , 
comes  to  the  higheft  Degree  of  Malignity,' 
it  makes  fuch  a  Change  in  the  animal  Fluids, 
as  renders  fome  Parts  of  them  poifonous,  and 
capable  of  exciting  the  like  fermentative 
Motions,  wherefoever  they  come,  into  a  pro¬ 
per  Subject,  without  any  of  thofe  procatam 

Tic  Caufes  as  gave  Rife  to  the  Fever  of  the 

■**  ■  ' '  \ 

firft  Per  fon  feized. 

OF  what  Nature  then  this  Poifon  is,  we 
may  conjecture  from  the  Circumftances  of 
its  Produftion.  All  animal  Bodies  do  more 

'i  t  *■  ;  r 

or  lets  generate  a  Salt ,  or  rather,  in  Pro¬ 
portion 
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portion  to  the  Strength  of  their  digeftive 
Powers,  do  they  more  or  lefs  flibtilize  the 
faiine  Particles  which  are  taken  in  with  their 
neceflary  Nourifliment  This  is  abundantly 
mamfeh  in  the  Diftillation  of  many  animal 
Subftances,  which  plentifully  yield  a  volatile 
Salt.  But  indeed  in  the  Compofition  of  this, 
in  a  natural  and  healthful  State,  there  is 
joined  a  very  fubtib'zed  Sulphur  or  Oil  - 
which  contempers  and  foftens  it  into  a  Fit- 
nefs  for  the  Purpofes  of  the  OEconomy : 
And  under  this  Modification,  it  becomes 
the  Principle  of  Vitality,  and  the  chief  In¬ 
strument  oi  animal  ACdon  •  not  unlike  what 
this  is  conceived  to  be,  is  the  common  Sal 


volatile  oleofum^  or  any  other  Spirits  drawn 
from  odorous  Eodies. 


IT  matters  not  what  Names  Perfons 
pleale  to  dillinguifli  this  by,  In  an  humane 
Body  -  but  that  fomewhat  of  this  Kind  Is 
naturally  the  Produce  of  its  digeliive  Pow¬ 
ers,  in  the  higheft  Degree  or  Comminution 
or  Subtilization  they  are  capable  of  bring¬ 
ing  any  Thing  to,  no  one  will  queijion  •  and 
that  thofe  minute  Threads  or  Fibres,  of 
which  the  whole  is  a  Compofition,  are  ani¬ 
mated  by  it  ;  or,  to  fpeak  more  ft r icily,  owe 
to  it  their  Elahicity  arid  motive  Faculties. 

IT 
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I  T  is  hoped,  that  no  one  who  hath  been 
accuftomed  to  Reafonings  of  this  Nature, 
will  find  any  Difficulty  in  conceiving  fuch  a 
Difference  of  Principles,  fo  finely  blended 
together,  as  here  lugged:  ed,  of  a  faline,  and 
an  oleous,  or  humid  Subfiance :  And  who- 
foever  reads  Bellini ,  or  any  others  who  have 
wrote  in  the  fame  Manner,  will  find  conti¬ 
nual  Regard  had  to  thofe  two  Principles, 
even  in  the  animal  Spirits;  for  without  it 
there  can  be  no  Notion  had  of  what  is  fo 
frequently  mentioned,  and  which  by  their 
Difecls  we  find  mu  ft  be  true  of  them,  that 
they  are  too  dry,  hot,  a  dive,  fiery,  and 
the  like;  or  too  humid,  vapid,  fluggifh, 
vifcid,  And  it  is  further  equally  ma- 
nifeft,  that  in  Proportion  to  the  greater  or 
leffer  Degrees  of  Motion  in  thofe  Fluids, 
from  whence  this  fubtile  Compplition  is 
generated,  and  the  Concuffions  of  thofe 
fine  Threads  into  which  it  is  feparated, 
will  it  err  in  one  or  other  of  the  foregoing 
Extremes. 

I  N  a  Fever  therefore,  where  the  animal 
Fluids  are  in  the  higheft  Degree  of  Agita¬ 
tion,  and  from  Caufes  too  of  a  coagulating 
Nature,  it  ought  to  be  no  Wonder  that  even 

this 
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this  fubtile  Union  fhould  be  in  fome  Mea- 
fur e  diffolved,  arid  the  fofter  and  more  humid 
Farts  broke  and  exhaled,  lb  much  as  to 
leave  the  more  rigid  and  feline  ones  not 
only  unfit  to  lubricate  thole  Elaftick  Threads, 
wherein  they  refide,  but  fharp  and  pointed 
enough  to  Simulate,  contract,  and  harden 
them  into  all  Lofs  of  Motion. 

A  S  the  Deftru&ion  likewife  of  this  Nexus 
in  fb  fubtile  a  Fluid  leaves  the  faline  Parts 
capable  of  injuring  even  that  O Economy 
which  gave  it  Exigence,  fo  may  its  Volati¬ 
lity  favour  its  Efcape  in  a  great  Meafure  by 
Tranfpiration,  fo  as  to  affeft  alfo  other  Per- 
fons  within  its  Reach  •  and  Thefe,  with  all 
other  Particles  of:  like  Nature,  which  by  an 
Over-Agitation,  and  fermentative  Motion  of 
the  animal  Fluids,  are  feparated  from  the 
fofter  and  lubricating  Com  portions  with 
which  tj^ey  were  naturally  joined,  and 
which  by  their  Volatility  tranfpire  and  float 
in  the  Air,  we  take  to  be  the  true  conta¬ 
gious  Mlafmata ,  that  convey,  propagate,  and 
continue  a  Pcftilcnce ,  after  the  Caule  iirfd  raf¬ 
fing  it  ceafes. 

NOR  will  this  fee  in  Rrange  to  any  who 
are  accuftomed  to  reflefl:,  how  may  Sub- 

fiances 
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fiances  are  changeable  into  a  poifonous  Na¬ 
ture,  which  before  were  not  only  inoffenfive, 
but  ufeful  to  the  Purpofes  of  Life.  Some 
Minerals,  whofe  faline  Parts  in  their  Pro¬ 
duction  are  naturally  blended  with  good 
Quantities  of  Sulphur,  are  harm  lets,  and  ufe¬ 
ful  Alterants  j  but  when  by  any  Means  thofe 
Principles  are  feparated,  the  lallne  Parts  be¬ 
come  ftrong  Emeticks  and  Catharticks ,  even  to 
the  Degree  of  a  Poifon.  Who  does  not  know 
that  Antimony  may  be  taken  crude  in  large 
Quantities  without  any  manifeh  Effect, 
but  that  the  Chymift  can  take  fomewhat 
from  it,  that  in  few  Grains  fliall  operate 
beyond  the  Power  of  a  firong  Conftitution 
to  bear  ? 

THOSE  Arrows  of  Death  therefore 
that  make  fuch  dreadful  Slaughter  in  a 
Contagion ,  are  the  animal  Salts  of  infeCted 
Perfons,  fet  loofe  from  their  natural  Combi¬ 
nations,  and  fubtilized  into  the  higheft  De¬ 
gree  of  Volatility,  by  the  Agitation  and  fer¬ 
mentative  Motion  of  a  Fever.  And  the 
Buboes,  Carbuncles,  &c.  in  a  Pejritence ,  are 
nothing  elfe  but  Collections  of  Particles,  or 
Coalefcences,  formed  in  fuch  irregular  Mo¬ 
rons,  and  thrown  out  of  the  Courie  of  Cir¬ 
culation  by  thofe  neceffary  Laws  whereby 

every 
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ecery  Thing  is  rejected)  that  cannot  be  ailE 
dilated  into  homogeneous  and  like  Proper¬ 
ties :  The  Matter  of  which  Excretions  is 
like  wife  of  fo  fubtile  and  fermenting  a  Na¬ 
ture,  that  if  introduced  into  the  Fluids  of 
another  well  Perfon,  it  excites  there  the 
lame  Motion  and  Bi border* 

THIS  Change  of  animal  Subftances  into 
a  Poifon,  is  too  common  a  Truth  to  want 
any  Atteftation  to  thofe  who  have  been  but 

* 

indifferently  converfant  in  Natural  Enqui¬ 
ries.  And  it  is  greatly  to  our  Purpofe,  that 
-even  thofe  Creatures,  which  are  generally- 
deemed  poifonous,  do  require  certain  Degrees 
of  Heat,  and  animal  Action,  to  exalt  their 
Juices  to  fo  high  a  Degree  of  Volatility, 
as  to  put  on  the  Properties  of  a  Poifon,  and 
ad:  as  fuch  upon  other  living  Creatures  ^  in- 
fbmuch  that  it  is  not  only  a  common  Obfer- 
vation  that  theie  Animals  lofe  their  poifb- 
nous  Nature  when  remov’d  into  Climes  col¬ 
der  than  what  is  natural  to  them,  but  that 
alfo  they  are  not  fo  venomous  in  their  own 
Climates,  at  the  cooler  Seafons  of  the  Year, 
as  in  the  moil  fultry. 

* 

BUT  the  Cafe  of  a  mad  Dog  entirely 
comes  up  to  that  of  a  Contagion  from  a  Fever, 

D  '  This 
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This  Animal,  in  the  hotter  Seafons  of 
the  Year,  is  fubjeH  to  be  thrown  into 
a  Fever  ;  which  Fever,  •  for  W ant  of  fuch 
free  Vent  through  the  Pores  of  the  Skin  as 
in  a  Man,  critically  difcharges  a  great  deal 
of  morbid  Matter  by  the  Glands  about 
the  Mouth,  Lungs,  and  Parts  leading  there¬ 
unto  :  And  it  is  very  well  known,  that 
this  Matter  is  of  fuch  a  poifonous  Nature, 
that  whereby  a  Bite  or  a  Wound  otherwife 
made,  it  is  infufed  into  the  fuices  of  other 

*  o> 

Creatures,  it  will  excite  in  them  the  fame 
kind  of  Diftempe.r.  But  the  Dog,  before 
this  Fever,  had  nothing  of  a  poifonous  Na¬ 
ture  in  him,  and  therefore  the  Venom  ge- 
nerated  by  the  Fever  mu  ft  be  from  fuch 
an  Alteration  made  upon  the  animal  Juices, 
as  changes  them  from  a  fmooth,  fofL  and 
inoffenfive,  into  a  fiery,  dry,  Simulating 
Nature.  So  that  there  is  nothing  more 
happens  in  this  Cafe  to  the  Dog,  than  to 
a  Man  in  the  higheft  Degree  of  a  malignant 
Fever.  The  fame  Cauie  in  both  generates 
a  Poifon  where  there  was  none  before,  only 
one  is  more  naturally  vented  by  the  Glands 
about  the  Mouth,,  and  the  other  by  the 
whole  Surface.' 


) 
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,  THIS  Theory  likewife  might  be  further 
illufiiated  by  many  Infbmces  from  inanirna- 
ted  Fluids,  which  are  capable  of  being  put 
into  Fermentation  by  a  very  fmall  Portion  • 
of  Matter,  and  which  ftiall  by  fuch  an  AgF 
tation  from  new  Particles,  or  AJolc-culz  having 
Properties  of  communicating  the  fame  Eifefls 
to  another.quiefcent  Fluid  ;  not  much  unlike 
what  we  fee  in  the  Communication  and  Pro¬ 
pagation  of  Fire,  which  is  excited  and  car¬ 
ried  on  in  proper  Subjects  from  .the  minuteft 
Beginnings,  and  increafing  alfo  in  its  own 
Force  as  it  lpreads. 

WHEN  a  Perfon  therefore  falls  into  a 
Fever  from  any  epidemic,  or  other  more 
private  Gaule,  and  that  Fever  riles  to  fuch  a 
Degree  of  Malignity  as  is  always  fuppofed 
in  a  Fcftilence >  as  far  as  any  Effluvia  do  exhale 
from  that  Perfon,  fo  far  he  may  be  laid  to 
have  round  him  a  contagious  and  poifbnous 
Ettmojphere  •  becaufe  there  tranfpires  from 
him  inch  Particles  as  will  excite  in  other 
Animals  of  like  ConfHtutipn,  the  fame  fer¬ 
mentative  Motions  as  thole  to  which  they 
owe  their  own  Origin. 

ALTHOUGH  therefore,  in  the  Begin- 
rung  of  epidemical  Difeales,  and  during  the 

D  2  Sub- 
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Subfiftence  of  their  common  Caufes,  parti- 
cular  Regard  is  to  be  had  to  thefe  Caufes, 
and  the  Manner  whereby  they  affefl:  the  Peo¬ 
ple  j  yet  when  it  is  come  to  this  pafs,  that 
the  Fever  it  felf  is  produHive  of  a  Poifon,  or 
fbmewhat  intirely  difagreeable,  that  commu¬ 
nicates  the  fame  impreihons  upon  others, 
without  any  Concurrence  of  the  firft  Caufe, 

then  fuch  a  Fever  is  truly  a  Pehilence  by 

% 

Contagion,  and  all  precautionary  Regards 
ought  peculiarly  to  be  fuited,  to  prevent  its 
Infection  or  Spreading  j  either  by  keeping 
the  well  SubjeEs  clear  from  the  Sick,  or  de- 
ftroying  the  Influence  of  the  poifonous  Ex¬ 
halations,  or  fortifying  the  found  again#  it* 
But  to  thefe  Ends,  it  ’is  neceifary  ,to  have 
feme  tolerable  Notion  of  the  Manner  how 
thefe  fecret  Dehroyers  are  continued,  and 
conveyed  to  great  Diffcances. 

THE  moil  common  Manner  of  convey¬ 
ing  and  fpreading  a  Contagion,  obfervable 
in  the  preceding  hiftorical  Collections,  and 
which  alfb  is  the  Cafe  of  our  prefent  Ap- 
preheniions  from  Abroad,  is  by  infeded  Per- 
fons  and  Merchandize  }  it  being  attehed  by 
too  many  FaHs  to  admit  of  the  leaf!  Doubt, 
that  even  Packs  and  Bails  of  Goods  carry 
the  poifonous  JWUafmata  about  with  them  • 

and 
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and  from  the  Nature  that  we  here  fuppofe 
this  Poifon  to  be  of,  nothing  is  more  likely 
to  preferve  it  than  animal  Subftances,  as 
Hair,  Wool,  Leather,  Skins,  &c.  becaufe  the 
very  Manner  of  its  Produ£iion3  and  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  its  Origin,  feems  to  give  it  a  greater 
Affinity  with  fuch  Subfances  than  any 
other,  and  to  difpofe  it  to  ref:  therein  until 
by  Warmth,  Ventilation,  or  any  other  Means 
of  Diflodgement,  it  is  put  into  Motiq'n,  and 
raifed  again  into  ihe  ambient  Air. 

T  O  know  how  thefe  Effluvia  come  to  have 
fuch  fatal  Influences  over  Mankind,  and  to 
underhand'  their  Progreffion  from  the  firf 
Seizure,  to  the  End  of  that  Did emper  they 
gave  Birth  to,  requires  too  many  Erecwnita 
from  the  Mechanifm  of  the  animal  O Eco¬ 
nomy,  and  the  Agency  of  fuch  minute  In- 
flruments,  to  be  particular  about,  in  the 
Compafs  here  limited.  The  Reader  there¬ 
fore  muff  be  fatisfed  with  thofe  ihort  Hints 
here  given,  unlefs  for  more  particular  Infor¬ 
mation  he  pleafes  to  turn  to  Bellini  of  Fevers , 
and  Dr.  Mead  of  ToifonSj  where  he  will  find 
how  the  Blood,  and  all  the  Secretions  there¬ 
from, are  affefted  and  changed  by  fuch  Caufes. 

W  E  frail  here  therefore  only  fugged:  home 
Thoughts  concerning  the  Sudclennefs  oi  their 

13  3  Sei- 
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Seizure,  and  their  Energy  of  Operation,  And 
this  will  not  be  difficult  to  conceive  by  thofe 
who  are  acquainted  with  that  univerfal  Pror 
petty  of  Matter,  whereby  it  is  more  or  lefs 
determined  to  draw,  and  unite  again,  when 
ieparated  into  Parcels,  according  to  the 
greater  or  lelfer  Affinities  of  their  Figures, 
Solidities,  and  Quantities  of  Motion.  As 
nothing  therefore  in  Nature  is  fuppofed  to 
bear  a  greater  Similitude,  than  in  this  Cafe 
the  natural  animal  Salts  do  with  what  hath 
been  fubtilized  and  let  on  Float  in  the  Air, 

it  can  be  no  Wonder  that  when  the  Ambient 

/ 

is  fated  with  the  latter,  they  readily  join 
with  the  former,  as  foon  as  they  are  received 
into  the  Body.  And  this  is  fiupported  by  the 
Authority  even  of  Bellini ,  who  allows,  ip 
the  Beginning  of  his  XXVIIM  Proj>ojitwny 
that  the  Antecedents  to  a  peftilential  Fever 
do  fometimes  vitiate  the  Spirits  immediately 
in  Quality. 


AS  the  ordinary  Courfe  therefore  of  pro¬ 
ducing  Fevers  is  by  difordering  the  Blood  firff 
in  Quality,  with  fuch  Mixtures  as  coagulate 
ft,  that  is,  as  make  it  unequally  fluid,  fome 
Parts  being  thinner,  and  others  thicker  than 
natural  •  fo  by  thefe  extreamly  fubtl eEfflu-. 
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a  Contagion }  the  Spirits  are  deftroyed 
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in  their  natural  Texture,  and  the  more 
rigid  and  faline  Parts,  by  a  Combination  with 
the  venomous  Spicula,  changed  into  Difpofi- 
tions  deftruflive  of  that  Conflitution  they 
were  before  defined  to  prefer ve.  Whofb- 
ever  then  cordiders  what  muft  be  the  neceiTa- 
ry  Confequences  of  fuch  an  immediate  De¬ 
pravation  and  Change  in  that  Fluid,  which 
is  an  abfolute  Reqmfite  to  all  animal  A flioii, 
will  not  at  all  wonder  at  any  of  the  Affe¬ 
ctions  wh’ch.are  commonly  enumerated  as 
the  Concomitants  of  a  Contagion  •  and  a  tole¬ 
rable  Acquaintance  with  the  O  Economy,  by 
the  Help  efpecially  of  the  Authors  before 
referred  too,  on  Fevers  and  Poifons ,  will  enable 
•any  one  to  account  feverally  for  their  Pro-. 
duCtion. 

THIS  then  being  the  Cafe  of  a  Contagion, 
that  a  Perfon  having  a  Fever,  critically  throws 
off  poifonous  Effluvia ,  which  were  generated 
during  fuch  irregular  Motions  of  the  animal 
Fluids,  infomuch  as  to  diffuie  for  feme  Di- 
jftance  round,  what  will  in  feci  other  Perfons 
within  their  Reach  •,  and  that  fo  many  have 
got  this  InfeCHon,  that  no  Part  of  the  Air, 
for  fome  Traci  of  the  Country  together,  is 
free  from  them  •  the  poifonous  jitmojphere'Sy 
if  they  may  be  fo  termed,  of  the  infected, 
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extending  and  mixing  into  one  univerfaf, 
common  Contagion  ;  this,  I  fay,  being  the  Cafe 
here  under  Examination,  why  any  at  all  'fur- 
vive,  mu  ft  be  owing  either  to  the  Goodnefs 
of  their  Conftitution,  or  to  proper  Means  to 
defend  againfl  its  Infection,  or  to  conquer  it 
when  received  ^  which  naturally  brings  us  to 
confider  thefe  two  important  Ends,  of  Prefer- > 
mtion  and  Cure « 


A  S  for  the  Fir  ft  of  thefe,  the  common 
Experience,  of  meaner  People  being  mofliy 
carried  off,  admonifhes  all  to  live  upon  as  nu¬ 
tritive  and  generous  a  Diet  as  can  be  procured  *, 
and  Inch  Things  as  not  only  yield  due  Nou- 
rixhment,  but  Plenty  of  Spirits,  and  what 
eafily  perfpires.  For  there  are  many  Things 
of  good  Nourifhment,  that  are  not  eafily  per- 
Ipirecl  •  fiach  as  all  light  and  vifcid  Subftan- 
pes,  as  Pork,  Fiili,  and  the  like,  which  there¬ 
fore  are  very  apt  to  go  into  Fermentation, 
find  generate  Corruption  •  in  fliort,  whatever 
even  the  common  People  have  [Notions  of, 
as  ant  to  bring  Surfeits,  ought  to  be  avoided, 
and  fuch  Means  of  Subfiftance  complied  with, 
gs  generate  a  warm,  rich  Blood-,  and  in  Pro¬ 
portion  to  thp  Ways  of  Living  at  other  times, 
fhould  every  one,  except  thole  who  accuftom 
themfelves  to  Riot  and  Excels,  indulge  him- 
felfat  a  higher  Rate,  ROAST*? 
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ROASTED  Meats  are  by  all  preferred 
to  boiled  and  if  Pickles  and  high  Sauces  are 
ever  to  be  encouraged,  it  is  on  thgfe  Occasi¬ 
ons  and  Garlicky  Shallot ,  Onions ,  &c.  are  ex- 
treamly  Serviceable,  and  preferable  to  the 
hot,  dry,  fpicy  Seafonings,  becaufe  their 
pungent  Volatility  feems  naturally  covered 
with  a  Softnefs,  or  balfamick  Quality,  more 
agreeable  to  the  Nature  of  animal  Spirits. 
To  which  Purpofe  it  is  very  remarkable, 
that  in  the  Hiftories  of  many  Peftilences, 
Notice  is  frequently  taken  of  the  Exemption 
of  Jews,  and  People  who  deal  much  in  fuch 
Fare,  from  Infeftion.  And  it  is  fcuftomary 
with  fome  experienced  Sailors,  to  lay  in 
great  Stores  of  fuch  Things  againfc  their 

Arrival  at  infeTed,  and  unwholfome  Coun- 

0 

tries, 

T  H  E  Pv  E  is  alfo  a  very  Aria  Regard 
to  be  had  to  the  Finnnefs  and  Strength  of 
the  Solids,  which  is  greatly  affifted  by  mo¬ 
derate  Exercifes,  but  carefully  avoiding  too 
much,  and  every  Thing  that  occaiions  too 
great  an  Expence  of  Spirits  at  a  Time^ 
and  particularly  by  over-Warmth.  But  to 
this  Purpofe  !  cannot  conceive  any  Thing 
more  ferviceable  than  frequent  Immerfion  in 

cold 
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cold  Water ,  fo  that  the  Times  of  flaying  hi 
are  as  ihort  as  poflible,  the  Good  received 
hereby  being  chiefly  in  the  firft  Shudder 
and  Conflriftion  ^  and  it  is  particularly  to  be 
remembred,  tho’  Dr.  Hodges  hath  omitted  it 
in  his  Account,  that  Watermen,  and  others, 
whole  Occafions  imployed  them  much  upon 
the  River,  and  in  the  Cold,  buffered  leaft  in 
the  late  Sicknefs.  The  Ufe  of  Vinegar ,  and 
other  Acids ,  are  alfo  of  Service  for  the  like 
Intention. 

A  S  to  the  Prefervative  Means,  which  the 
Government  have  power  to  provide,  there 
is  a  Bill  juft  now  paired  in  Parliament,  under 
the  DireOnon  of  the  beft  judges  in  fuch 
Matters,  and  which  leems  to  have  omitted 
no  human  Methods  to  guard  agai  ifl  the  ap¬ 
proaches'  of  fuch  a  dreadful  Invader  :  Yet 
in  the  Courfe  of  an  accidental  Converfation 
a  little  time  fince,  I  met  with  fomewhat 
fuggefled,  which  I  cannot  but  prefume, 
would  very  much  conduce  to  this  great  End  • 
and  that  is,  fuch  a  Regulation  of  the  common 
Bills  of  Mortality,  as  might  very  nearly 
afcertain  the  Difeale,  of  which  every  Per- 
fon  dies  for  as  they  are  now  ordered,  there 
is  nothing  to*  be  depended  upon  from  them. 
And  this  is  propofed  to  be  done,  not  only  in 
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hcndoriy  and  other  great  Cities,  but  through¬ 
out  the  whole  Kingdom,  by  obliging  Phyfi- 
cians,  Surgeons,  Apothecaries,  or  any  the? 
tnoft  competent  judges,  who  attend  upon 
the  Sick,  or  can  be  informed  of  the 
State  of  the  Dileafe,9  to  give  It  in  Writing 
to  a  proper  Regifler,  conftituted  for  that 
purpofe.  Such  a  Method  as  this,  if  duly 
praStifed,  feems  not  only  very  effeflual  to 
give  timely  notice  of  the  approaches  of  any 
Peftilential  or  Contagious  Dihempers,  but 
alfo  to  fupply  us  with  fuch  Accounts  of 
the  Rife,  Progrefs,  Aggravations,  and  RerniR 
lions  of  other  Difeafes,  as  would  be  of  very 
great  Service  to  the  Learned. 

THERE  may  perhaps  lie  an  Objection  with 
iome  again#  this  Practice,  from  the  hazard 
R  puts  the  R  eputation  and  Memory  of  feme 
Perfons  to,  whole  Cafes  will  not  well  bear 
Inch  Inquiry  •  but  it  is  to  be  imagined,  that 
lb  private  an  Inconvenience  may  not  be  made 
a  bar  to  a  very  publick  Benefit :  Belides^ 
ways  may  poilibly  be  found  to  anfwer  this 
main  end,  of  knowing  the  K umbers  carried 
plf  by  certain  DiHempers,  without  expofmg 
the  particular  Perfons  fo  dying* 
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« 

A  S  to  the  great  ulefulnefs  of  a  Regula¬ 
tion  in  the  Bills  of  Mortality,  every  one 
may  be  very  well  apprifed  from  the  advan¬ 
tages  made  even  from  the  wretched  Account 
we  are  now  fupply’d  with :  And  as  to  the  Pi- 
ftemper  under  Confider  at  ion,  in  particular,  we 
are  able  to  trace  in  them  its  gradual  Pro- 

grefs.  Height  and  Declention  ;  which  there- 
•  * 

fore  fhall  be  here  inferred,  as  extracted  from 
the  Bills  of  thofe  calamitous  Times, 

Anno  166^.  Died  of  the  Plague: 


From  the  20th  of  December ,  to  the  27 

•  1 

The  follow i ns;  Six  Weeks  - - » 

0 

From  the  7  th  of  February ,  to  the  1 4th  — 

1 

The  following  Nine  Weeks  — - - — , 

0 

Anno  \S6 5. 

From  the  18th  of  ufyril,  to  the  25th  — - 

2 

The  following  Week 

Q 

From  the  2d  of  May,  to  the  9th  — - 

9 

From  the  9th  of  Afay?  to  the  1  *5tK - — 

3 

From  the  1  (5th  of  May,  to  the  2  3d  — — 

14 

From  the  23d  of  May,  to  the  30th 

i? 

From  the  30th  of  May, to  the  6th  of  June 

43 

From  the  6th  of  June,  to  the  13  th 

1 12 

From  the  1 3th  of  Junejto  the  20th 

168 

From  the  20th  of  June7  to  the  27th  *— ■ 

t' 

267 

• 

From 
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From  the  27  th  of  June,  t  o  the  4th  of  July  470 
From  the  4th  July,  to  the  nth  — — *  725 

From  the  1  ith  of  July,  to  the  1 8th  —  1081 
From  the  1 8th  of  July •  to  the  25th  —  1 843 
From  the  25th  of  July,  to  the  iff  of  'Au- 

gufi  2010 

From  the  ift  of  Augufi,  to  the  8th  — ,  2817 
From  the  8th  of  Augufi,  to  the  1 5th  —  3880 
From  the  1 5th  of  Augufi,  to  the  22d  — -  4237 
From  the  22d  of  Augufi,  to  the  29th  —  6102 
From  the  29th  of  Augufl ,  to  the  5th  of 
September  -  — -  6988 


From  the  5  th  of  September,  to  the  12  th  6  544 
From  the  nth  of  September ,  to  the  ipth  71 6% 
From  the  19th  of  September,  to  the  2 6th  5533 
From  the  26th  of  September ,  to  the  3d  of 


October  — - .  — —  — — -  4929 

From  the  3d  of  October,  to  the  roth— —  4327 
From  the  10th  of  Ottober,  to  the  17th  266^ 
From  the  17th  of  October ,  to  the  24th  1421 
From  the  24.th  of  October,  to  the  3,1ft  1031 


From  the  31ft  of  October,  to  the  7th  of 


November  —  »*———•  1414 

From  the  7th  of  November,  to  the  14th  1050 
From  the  14th  of  November ,  to  the  21ft  6  52 
From  the  2 1  ft  of  November,  to  the  28  th  333 
From  the  2  8  th  of  November,  to  the  5th  of 


December 


210 

From 
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From  the  5th  of  December ,  to  the  12th  24a 
From  the  12th  of  December ,  to  the  1 9th  28! 

I  T  fee  ms  a  Point  yet  in  Dirpu  te,  whe¬ 
ther  great  Fires  at  fuch  a  Time  are  of  Service 
or  hurtful,  which  to  me  is  fomewhat  wonder¬ 
ful,  becaufe  whofoever  confiders  the  Necef- 
iity  for  Air  in  Refpiration,  and  by  what 
Quality  it  becomes  of  luch  real  Service  to 
the  Preservation  of  Life,  cannot  think  fuch 
Fires  proper,  becaufe  they  deftroy  that  .very 
Property  in  the  Air*  which  is  demonftrable  by 
innumerable  Experiments.  As  to  the  Difli- 
pation  indeed  of  peftijential  Vapours,  or 
their  Definition  in  any  Manner,  they  un- 
doubcedly  may  do  Service,  in  fome  particu¬ 
lar  Circumfhnces.  And  what  Fires  common 
Occafions  require  at  fuch  Times,  are  rather 
w  De  made  with  fuch  Subfiances  as  abound 
with,  and  yield  a  nitrous  Salt,  becaufe  that 
i.eems  to  be  the  chief  Support  of  the  vital 
topCi  ty  in  the  Air,  and  fuch  are  our  common 
Coals  *  for  every  one  knows  how  much  more 
all  Wood-Fires  are  fuifocating,  and  give  a 
Languoi ,  and  P'latnefs  to  the  Spirits. 

PRESERVATIVE  Fumigations  are 
largely  talked  of  by  all,  on  thefe  Occafions,* 

•  and  they  with  good  Reafon  deterve  to  be 

.  pra&ifed* 
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praGifed,  becaule  while  the  Poifon  is  on  Float 
in  the  Air,  it  may  undoubtedly  be  entangled 
io  as  to  lofe  its  Power  of  a&ing  as  fuch- 

y 

.  but  then  for  this  Purpofe  fuch  Things  ought 

to  be  ufed  as  exhale  very  fubtile  Sulphurs 

as  the  fpicy  Drugs  and  Gums.  And  on  this 

Account  I  fufpeft  Wood-Fires  to  be  bad 

beeaufe  they  raife  into  the  Air  a  very  grois 

and  vifcid  Humidity,  which  is  not  only  very* 

unfit  to  lay  hold  on,  and  Unite  with,  the  ex- 

«  ^ 

treamly  minute  Agents  that  are  to  be  provided 
againft,  but  alfo  carry  into  the  Lungs  with 
the  Air  in  Refpiration,  fuch  Particles,  as 
difpofe  of  themfelves  to  Vifcidities,  and  fucfi 
Changes  in  the  Blood,  as  are  the  Production 
of  the  word  Fevers,  without  any  other  co¬ 
operating  Caufe ;  for  the  Fire  only  forces  out 
that  Moi  flu  re,  which,  while  a  Tree,  is  in  its 
Growth,  naturally  perfpires  from  it*  and  how 
an  Air  lb  impregnated  is  like  to  be  of  Service 
.  •  agaiiih  a  Peftilence,  any  one  may  foon  be  a 
Judge,  who  confide rs  thofe  Kinds  of  Fevers 
which  are  moft  commonly  epidemical  in 
wood-land  Countries. 

SUCH  Drugs  however  as  are  from  a 

w  #  * 

vegetable  Production, and  abound  with  fubtile, 
volatile  Parts,  are*  of  Service  to  be  exhaled 
into  the  Air  this  way,  both  by  their  Fitnefs 

to 
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to  join  with,  and  cover  thofe  venomous  Sficutd 
that  are  on  float  j  and  to  mix  with  the  Ani¬ 
mal  Fluids  by  Refpiration  and  Inflnuation 
into  the  Pores,  whereby  they  convey,  as  it 
were,  an  Antidote ,  wherefoever  the  Poifon  is 
able  to  penetrate,  and  which  g roller  Va¬ 
pours  can  by  no  means  do. 

O  F  this  kind  are  chiefly  Storax ,  Benjamin , 
Franhncenfe ,  and  all  the  Aromatick  Roots  and 
Woods }  and  amongfl:  them  all,  1  cannot  think 
the  Smell  of  Tar,  Fitch ,  &c.  is  inferior  in 
any  RefpeRs, where  its  Scent  is  not  particular¬ 
ly  offenfive.  And  thefe  Things  ihould  be  burnt 
at  fuch  Diftances  of  Time  from  each  other, 
that  the  Air  may  be  always  fenfibly  impreg¬ 
nated  with  them, 

BUT  as  fome  have  fad  Apprehenflons 
from  the  Air  being  ftill,  and  as  it  were  fl:ag- 
nant  at  fuch  Times,  and  not  without  good 
Reafon,  as  it  favours  the  ColleTion  of  poifo- 
nous  Effluvia ,  and  aggravates  an  Infeftion  ^  for 
the  Prevention  of  which,  it  is  propofed  at 
certain  Intervals  to  fire  off  great  Guns,  and 
the  like :  1  cannot  but  imagin,  that  for  this 
End,  it  would  be  much  more  effeftual  to  lef 
off  fmall  Parcels  of  the  common  Fulvis  Ful- 
minans ,  in  fuch  Openings  of  a  large  Town,  as 

Squares 
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.  Squares  and  Market-Places;  for  whofoever 
hath  been  accuftomed  to  any  Experiments 
.  vvith  this.  Compofition,  muft  have  perceived 
a  much  greater  Shock  given  to  the  Air  by  its 
Explofion,  than  by  the  largefl:  Pieces  of  Ord¬ 
nance  ;  infomuch  that  if  any  Objeftion  can 
lie  againft  the  Praftice  of  this  in  London, 
fliould  there  be  Occafion,  it  is  the  cralie  Coir 
dition  of  the  City  Buildings,  which  perhaps 
may  not  well  flana  its  Shocks,  were  they  to 
be  made  with  good  Quantities  of  it  at  a  time. 


THE  Matter  like  wife  of  this  Compofition 
in  fome  Meafure  befpeaks  its  Ufefulnefs  for 
thefe  Purpofes  on  other  Accounts,  befides  its 
Elafric'k  Force,  becaufe  it  diffufes  into  the  Air 
great  Quantities  of  that  nitrous  Salt,  which 
is  known  to  add  much  to  its  Serviceablenefs 
in  Life  :  And  whofoever  confiders  how  much 
cheaper  this  is  to  be  procured,  and  how  much 
eafier  pra&ifed,  than  the  firing  off  Guns,  espe¬ 
cially  in  the  Middle  of  great  Towns,  cannot 
but  be  defirous  to  try  it,  in  Cafe  of  fuch  Ca¬ 
lamities  as  are  now  with  too  much  Realbn 
feared  •  it  may  not  therefore  be  unaccepta¬ 
ble  to  give  its  Compofition  here. 


The  Caufes  and  Cure 


Sal.  JSfltri  Fartes  iij.  Sal.  "Tart art  F.  ij.  Sul¬ 
phur  is  F.  j.  optime  mifceantur  in  Mortar  to  ,  par  am 
fcpcfattoj  & fervetur  ad  ufuum  vafe  bene  obturato. 

THIS  is  order’d  in  a  warm  Mortar,  and 
to  be  kept  clofe,  becaufe  the  Salt  of  Tartar  is 
apt  to  imbibe  a  Moifture  from  the  Air,  which 
hinders  its  Explofion.  A  Drachm  or  two 
put  in  as  clofe  a  Heap  as  poilible  upon  an 
Iron  Plate  over  any  Fire,  will  in  a  little  Time 
go  oil  with  a  Report  and  Concuffion  beyond 
that  Oi  any  Gun  what  (never  fo  that  in  a 
calm  Sea fon,  and  an  infefled  4ir,  great  Ser- 
vices  may  undoubtedly  be  had  from  its  fre¬ 
quent  Pra£lice. 

YET  befides  the  Helps  for  this  End  from 
common  Diet,  and  Way  of  Living,  Ailiftarr 
ces  may  alfo  be  had  from  Medicinal  Prefer- 
yatives,  fuch  as  thofe  commonly  termed  Atf 
tidotesj  confining  of  fpicy  volatile  Particles, 
which  afford  a  natural  Pabulum  to  the  animal 
Spirits,  and  by  carrying  into  the  whole  Habit 
a  fine  fubtle  Oil,  the  better  fecure  them  againft 
thofe  Contagious  Sfieula  which  are  in  Reacli- 
nefs  to  mix  with  them  ;  and  for  this  Purpofe, 
we  are  furniihed  with  a  mod:  elegant  and 
ufeful  Medicine,  fmce  many  Authors  of  Note 

have 


0/  peftilenfidl  T)ifeajes. 

have  wrote  on  this  Subjeft:,  which  is  the 
zd  V olotije  Oleofum,  if  it  be  well  loaded 
with  the  eiTential  Oils  of  Spicy  Ingredients  9 
although  indeed  with  fome  CbnfHtutions 
more  fetid  Compofitions  are  very  Ratable:,  but 
they  all  agree  in  carrying  into  the  Habit  fome- 
what  that  both  recruits,  and  guards  the  Spirits 
again#  any  foreign  Mixture,  or  from  unnatu¬ 
ral  Separations  of  their  faline  and  humid  Parts. 
And  to  the  lame  End,  in  robu#  Confuta¬ 
tions,  who  have  been  accu#omed  to  fare  hard^ 
the  Spirit  or  Oil  of  "Turpentine  frequently 
drank  in  frnall  Doles  might  be  a  great  Means 
to  preferve  the  poorer  Sort  from  Infection. 

A  S  to  the  curative  Part  in  fucli  a  terrible 
Vifitation,  it  cannot  be  expeRed  that  Rules 
can  be  given  fuitable  to  every  one’s  Cafe  but 
by  liichas  attend  upon  them  •  and  the  mo#  that 
can  be  in  general  laid  down  to  this  Piirpbfe* 
may  be  collected  from  the  preceding  Trea- 
tife  of  Dr.  Hodges.  Although  as  to  the 
Choice  of  Aiexipharmich ,  they  are  certainly 
be#  that  are  mo#  fubtile,  and  capable  of  be¬ 
ing  carried,  by  the  Courle  of  Circulation,  into 
the  fine#  ReceiTes  of  the  Con#itution,  where* 
into  it  is  .manifeft  the  extream  SuBtilty  of 
the  peftilential  Poifoh  is  capable  to  enter : 
And  among#  all  of  this  Clafs,  I  take  Cmnfhire 

E  i  to 
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to  be  much  the  more  preferable;  which  there- 
fore  I  would  propofe  not  only  to  be  repeated 
hi  proper  Doles  to  an  infeded  Perfon,  till  a 
due  Crisis  is  obtained,  but  alio  now  and  then 
given  to  thofe  who  are  well,  by  way  of  Pre¬ 
vention.  And  becaufe  fome  Perfons  will 
be  pleafed  with  fome  general  Formula  to  thele 
Purpofes,  the  following  are  offered  to  be  com¬ 
plied  with,  or  varied,  at  every  one’s  Difcre- 
tion,  who  is  a  judge  of  fuch  Matters. 

ft  Confierv.  Rut  a ,  Fl(rr.  Rorifimar.  ana  5  j.  Spe¬ 
cies  diambra  fine  odorat'is  3  j.  Balfiam.  e  AEecba 
3  fs.  pulv.  Croci  angl.  9  j.  Syr.  Balfiam .  q.  fi.  ut 
F.  EleBuarkimj  cujus  fium.  quantitatem  TV.  Iil> 
omni  mane ,  0‘  hord  jomni  fiufcrbibendo  Haujhi - 
turn  Vim  albi  LisbonenfiiSj  vcl  Hifpaniciy  tepefiaEH # 
To  the  Night  Dofe  of  this,  may  be  added 
fometimes  2  or  3  Grains  of  Camfhire ,  efpe- 
dally  if  a  Per  Ion  feels  any  Indifpofition  that 
requires  a  breathing  Sweat:,  feme  may  per¬ 
haps  like  the  following  better. 

ft  Confi.  Rut  a  §  j,  Mithrid.  fy  fs.  Pulv.  Fol. 
Scordij  o  j.  rad.  Contraycrv.  Serpent arlj  Virgin,  ana 
5  is.  Sal.  volat.  Viper ar.  Croci  angl.  ana  9  j.  Syr. 
Balfiam .  q.  fi  ut  fi.  El  eel,  j  amend,  eodem  modo . 

Or, 
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♦  • 

Or, 

M  Confect,  Tracaftorij  fine  Melle 5  Mithrid . 
g  fs.  Boli  vert.  Terra  japon.  5  }.  Caftor. 
Satis  fuccin.  Croci  angl.  ana  B).  ConfeSt.  Alhrm 
fine  odor  at  is  q.  fi  at  F.  EleSkuarium  ad  nfium  Pra* 
dictum y  precipue  h.  fomni , 

SINCE  the  former  Impreihon,  I  have 
received  from  a  Friend,  who  is  both  very 
inquisitive  and  communicative  in  thefe  Mat¬ 
ters,  the  two  following  Frefcriptions  of  one 
Johnfion ,  a  Surgeon  *of  Note  and  Eminence, 
who  had  great  Experience  in  pefH.lential 
Biitempem,  during  a  long  Refidence  at  Tangier * 
in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  II.  The  firfb  of 
them  is  under  the  T.  itle  ol  EleSkuarium  Car~ 
diaettm ,  as  follows  : 

F/l  Fad .  ferp.  ffry.  Pyrr.  long,  Valerian. 
Angel.  Hifip.  Zedoar .  Z.  g  j.  fs.  Feta  fit. 
Imperat .  Cor  tic,  Cinnam .  Aw  ant .  Sapajf.  Bacc . 

Myrrh.  foL  But  a  Scord .  Calaminth.  Scha- 
nath .  ana  f  j.  Rad.  Contrayer .  Crcc.  Angel i 
Cochin,  ana  5  fs.-  Fulv.  Tip.  3  ij.  Camph.  J  ij. 
raw  7Rp.  quant.  Jpecier.  &  vin.  canarin* 

q.  f.  f.  EleSk. 

E  3  WITH 
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w  n  H  this  the  Author  reports  to 
have  done  very  great  Service  Abroad,  in 
he  vers  of  the  vvorh  hind,  and  thofe  deemed 
in  the  higheh:  Degree  pehilential.  The 
following  alfo  he  ufed  in  like  Intentions 
with  very  good  Succefs,  efpecially  where 
the  Patient  was  threatned  with  Fluxes  : 

«  jap  on.  Bol.  V er.  Cinnam .  Me  nth, 
Scord.  Gum  Arab,  ana  gj  .is.  Bad.  Torment . 
qmnquefol.  Piement.  Cort.  Aurant.  Gland.  Querc. 
Sang.  Dracon .  A.  Z.  ana  5  j.  cum  Syrupo  de 
mccon.  q.  f  F.  Elect.  .  0 

T  H  E  lame  Mr.  Johnfon ,  who  hath  fince 
pra£Hled  in  London  with  good  Reputation 
and  Succeis,  publilhed  in  a  little  Tra£i, 
that  perhaps  few  have  met  with,  fome 
general  Medicines  lor  the  fame  Purpofes, 

which  are  thought  to  be  worth  Infertion 
here. 

/ 

An  Alexipharmiek  Water . 

Rad.  Angelic  a  y  Contrayervay  Serpentaria , 
Virginia ,  Zedoaria ,  Cort.  Cinnamomi  ana  g  vj. 
Cort.  exter.  aurantior *  Citri3  limony  witerian , 

pimcnti 


of  pefiileniial  Dijcufcs,  y  \ 

pimenti  vel  piperis  Jamaica,  rad,  gentian*,  z.  z. 
ana  g  mj.  Garyhil,  mads,  nucis ,  mojhata,  fem. 
Cardamomi ,  Cardui,  Carui,  Cubebar ,  Bac,  Jump * 
laum  ana  §  iij.  CocheneU ,  Croci  Britan,  Trock 


de  Vipens  ana  J  ij.  fol.  angelica,  Cardui,  Bene - 
^^4  diftamni  Cret .  gal  eg*,  major  an*,  melijfa, 
mentna,  pulegii,  ana  m.  ij,  flor .  ant  loos,  Calen- 
dul*,  Centauri  min .  lavendul* ,  ana  m.  j.  Cam¬ 
phor*  5  fs.  mithridatii,  they.  Andromachi  ana 

Jib.  ij.  Contundenda  Contundantur,  Gr  cum 

*  * 

Cardui  beneditti,  fpirit,  Vini  reft,  &  Vim 
Canar .  lib.  xij.  /zcrA  flor,  tunic*,  fuc . 

t°J*,  limon .  lib.  ij,  in  vas  idoneum  immit - 

tantur  bene  obturatum,  ut  per  duos  hehdomadas 
infolenturr,  vel  in  hypocaufio ,  vel  B.  M,  maceren - 
tur :  turn  demnm  per  Alembicum  diftillentur ; 
hinc  inter  difiilland'um  paretur  ExtraBum9 


ajfervandum  fub  nomine  ExtraEli  Alexiphar - 


maci . 


THIS  Water  is  the  bef:  I  have  met 
with  for  the  Agreement  of  the  leveral 
Ingredients  in  the  fame  Intention  •  as  alfb 
is  the  following  a  moh  efficacious  Anodyne 
and  SudorihcL  i 
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An  Anodyne  Tincture. 


V?t  Spirit,  vim  Tartarifati  lib.  x.  Opii  Theb . 
lib.  fs.  pul .  Cdfloreij  CocheneU ,  Croci y  Garyo - 
mofchatdy  z,edoari<ey  rad.  ferpentari a 
Virginia  y  Camphor  a  ana  3  ij.  fulphuris  vitri - 
c/i  3  j.  mifcCy  ac  infolentur  aut  hypocaufiiy  aut 
Bain  el  calore  digerantur  vafe  vitreOy  fiber  e  & 
vefica  claufoy  bis  terve  indies  agitando :  fiat 
exprepOy  &  TinBura  per  refiaentiam  depurata $ 
fervetur  ad  ufium. 


H  E  alfo  recommends  a  very  warm  Dia¬ 
phoretic  Extrail  in  the  following  Manner  : 

fE  Opii  rtheb.  lib.  ij.  fiat  ’TinBura  cum  Aceto 
difiillato  primumy  deinde  cum  fpirit.  vini  reel, 
par  at  a  ,  turn  demum  in  ol.  Tartar,  per  deliq. 
lib.  ij.  dijfolvatur  *y  Jolutwn  percoletury  pcflquam 
evaporatione  fall  a  ad  tepidum  Balnei  caloremy 
in  formam  Ext  radii  coaguletur.  Tam  V"  faL 
volat.  falls  Armoniaciy  C.  C.  Cr anil  humanly 
fucciniy  Tartariy  viper  arum  ana  3  ij.  Ext  rail. 
Cafiorei  Contrayervay  Crociy  gentian&y  ferpentanay 
Virginity  fpica  nardi  per  vini  fpiritum  ana  3  iiij. 
pul.  BeiLoor.  Or  lent  is  y  Bez^oar.  miner  alls  y  Bezjoar . 
folarisy  Camphor  a3  Cochenelay  Coral,  rub.  mar- 
geritarum  ana  3  iij.  fuc.  KermeSy  Mithridatiiy 

Theriac . 


V. 
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'Tho  iac.  Androm*  ana  lib.  is.  ol,  muds  per  exprefs* 
r'a(f  de  Gilead .  ana  §  j«  is.  oL  Chymic .  Abjinthii 
Cmamomi ,  Garyophil.  limon.  juniper  iy  major amy 
rod] mar.  faJJaphras  ana  §  fs.  4^70  mifeeantur , 
&  vaje  idoneo  uptime  claufo  diger anting  &  ufui  Ex- 
tradtum  reponatur •. 

^  THE  following  Powder  is  alfo  given  for 
the  fame  Purpofe5  which  altho'  fomewhat 
elaborate^  and  troublelome  in  its  Preparation* 

yet  fee  ms  very  well  to  deferve  Recommen¬ 
dation. 


Antigeflilentid  Powder • 

.  Antimomi  per  longas  menus  feint illantisj  falis 
communis }  falls  Tart  or  i y  ana  partes  aquaks.  Anti- 
monium  Jeorfim  ter atury  &  additis  cater  is ,  fimul 
redigantur  omnia  in  pulverem  :  pulvis  ifte  fenfimy 
feu  partitis  vicibusy  cum  cochleari  vcl  alio  quo  vis 
injlrumento  commodo  immittantur  in  crucibulum 
candens  y  &  cum  univerfa  fuerit  defiagratio y  ac 
firidor  ccjjaverity  ab  igne  amove  at  ur9  ut  quamprimum 
re  frige  feat :  tandem  c  on f radio  vafey  a  fccriis  libe - 
retur 7  &  in  pulverem  reducatur.  Pulvis  qumam 
midtiphec  ablutione  in  aqua  tepenti  pur  a  edul- 
coranduSj  lento  cal  ore  exficcandm ,  &  ad  ufum 
reponendm .  Turn  hujus  pulveris  lib.  is.  coche - 
nela7  croci  Britan,  fal .  volat .  jWh  Armoniaci  C.  C. 
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and  ^  j-  Bez,oar.  miner  alls  ?  fs.  Beaar.  orient .  5  ip 

Camphor a  5  j*  mifce7  fiat  puL  fiibtilijfmus* 

\ 

FOR  thofe  who  feem  to  think  thefe  warm 
Alexifharmicks  liable  to  overheat,  or  rarifie 
the  Blood,  and  in  Cafes  where  fuch  an  Excefs 
befpeaks  Reftraint,  the  fame  experienced 
Perfon  recommends  the  following : 

Vf  Spirit .  Nitri  rehiificati ,  [fir it*  faliSy  oh 
fulphuris  per  Campanam ,  oh  vitrioli  ana  lib.  fs. 
fpirit.  vini  re& .  lib.  iiij.  mi  fee  0  fiat  per  fex  fep~ 
timanas  digefiio  in  vafe  cptime  claufo,  facia 1 
agitatione  frequently  pofiea  difiilkntur  per  B*  Mi.  in 
*vafe  vitreo . 


I  think  it  not  poffible  to  do  any  Service, 
by  particular  Directions  for  the  Ule  of 
fuch  Medicines  as  thefe,  to  every  one  who 
may  be  taken  fick  ;  becaufe  the  Variety  of 
Circumftances  in  the  fame  Diftemper  will 
always  require  the  immediate  Government 
of  competent  Judges :  mo  ft  of  thefe  there¬ 
fore  are  here  publiflied  rather  for  the  Re» 
niembrances  of  fuch,  than  for  the  Encou¬ 
ragement  of  unskilful  Perfons  to  rifque  their 
Lives  upon  their  own  Management. 


BESIDES 
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BESIDES  the  life  of  thefe,  under  the 
Direction  of  thofe  who  are  proper  Judges,, 
either  for  Prevention,  or  Cure  •  fome  Security 
may  poffibly  be  had  from  odoriferous  Sub- 
fiances  to  fined  to,  especially  at  a  Time  of con- 
verfing  with  the  infe&ed  ;  for  which  Purpofe 
I  know  of  nothing  fo  grateful  and  efficacious* 
as  the  V olatile  Sal  Armoniac ,  well  impregnated 
with  the  eTential  Oils  of  Aromatick  Ingre¬ 
dients  ^  and  as  it  is  to  be  procured  dry,  to  be 
kept  in  fmall  Bottles,  from  a  careful  Difiilla- 
tion  of  the  common  Sal  Volatile  Oleofum.  But 
if  iii  any  Cafes  more  fetid  Subftances  are  pre¬ 
ferable,  Compofitions  may  be  eafily  made  of 
fuch  from  Rue0  Featherfew.  G albanum,AJfd-fatida0 
and  the  like  y  for  thefe,  with  fome  Perfoiis, 
agt;ee  better  than  more  grateful  Scents  jbefides, 
in  fultiy  Seafons  of  the  Yea r,  and  where  Re¬ 
frigeration  is  rather  wanted,  ailxfiances  may 
perhaps  be  better  had  from  acid  and  cooling 
Flavours,  fuch  as  are  afforded  by  many  Plerbs 
Flowers  and  Fruits. 

FREQUENTLY  to  diifolve  in  the  Mouth 
the  following  Lozenges,  or  fomething  like 
them,  I  alio  imagine  may  be  of  Service  ^ 
efpecially  to  thole  who  are  converfant  in  in¬ 
fected  Places 
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5^  Boil  veri  oft.  §  j.  Twve  Japon.  5  ij.  Gr^/. 
**«&.  Mar  gar  it,  oft.  levigat.  Flor.  Benz,  ana  3  j.  fs. 
d.  Cinnam  gut.  xij.  Sacchar.  albif.  lib.  j.  Mucelag • 
Gum.  'Tragacanth.  in  aq,  Rcfar.  Dam.  cj.  f.  form,  in 
Troche  iiftah  fradiEhum.  For  thole  who  like 
it,  may  be  added  fbme  jimbergreafe  ■  enough 
to  give  a  light  Scent  of  it. 

P  R  E  S  E  R  V  A  T  O  R  Y  Evacuations  of 
all  kinds  are  much  difputed  in  thefe  Cafes, 
and  not  worth  our  particular  Regard  in 
this  Place ;  for  thus  much  is  plain  to 
all  who  are  competent  judges  in  fuch 
Matters,  that  but  very  few  Circumftances 
on  jufdfie  them  •  becaufe  every  Evacua¬ 
tion^  unlefs  that  of  Perfpiration,  gives  more 
Liberty  for  any  Thing  noxious  without, 
to  infirm  ate  into  the  Pores,  as  -  there  is 
made  thereby  lefs  Refinance  to  its  Ad:.-,  \ffioii  • 
not  to  fay  any  Thing  of  the  Danger  in  fuch 
a  Pra&lee,  by  leffening  at  the  fame  Time  the 
Quantities  of  Spirits  and  Strength,  which  can¬ 
not  but  be  mifehievous:  And  particularly 
ought  all  Perfons  at  fuch  Times  to  avoid  too 
lax  a  Temper  of  Body  •  for  which  Purpofe, 
thefe  prefervatory  Means  juh  hinted  at,mofUy 
tend  to  aftringe  the  Bowels,  and  increafe  Per- 
Ipiration. 
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